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WEST END National Soccer League clubs are 
queueing up in the hope of being able to secure 
expatriate Australian players for guest appear- 


ances. 

Craig Johnston, Tony 
Dorigo, Eddie Krncevic, 
Jim Patikas, David 
Mitchell and Chris 
Kalantzis are all certain, 


Liverpool's CRAIG JOHNSTON on the move. Will 


or under review, to be In 
Australla to appear In 


the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup. 
The series against 


he guest for the Socceroos In the Bicentennial 


Gold 


Cup? 


Argentina, Brazil and 
Saudi Arabia takes place 
In Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Canberra 
from July 6/17. 

Some leading clubs 
have already discussed 
securing one or other of 
these high quality stars 
of European football for 
a limited number of 
matches. 

Australian Soccer 
Federation president Sir 
Athur George sald: “I 
spoke to Craig Johnston 
last night, and he sald he 
would be proud to wear 
the green and gold. 

“Securing these play- 
ers will give us a formid- 
able team. 

“| consider that FIFA 
will rule that players 
such as Johnston and 
Dorigo could appear as 
guests for us, provided 
the countries they now 
could represent do not 
object.” 

Sir Arthur added that 
correspondence is pas- 
sing between Australia 


. and other national 


bodies, to establish the 
Principle of the availabil- 
ty of such players in 


_ future. 


West End League 
manager Peter Russell 
stated: “The NSL has 
already decided that up 
to two guest players can 
appear for one club at 
any time. 

“| have already heard 


some clubs discussing 
the possibility of secur- 
Ing our overseas 
players. 

“Trememdous enthu- 
slasm would be gener- 
ated If a few of these 


players can play in 
selected fixtures.” 

What with the forth- 
coming Olympic 
Games, the Bicentennial 
Gold Cup then the World 
Cup, plus an increasing- 
ly professional National 
League, a fresh founda- 
tion Is now being laid for 
the future of the code. 


Fines galore 


FEDERATION 


players will find them- . 


selves on the receiving 
end of some stiff finan- 
cial penalties _ this 
season. 

President John Con- 
stantine confirmed to 
ASW that entirely new rul- 
ings are about to go into 
force. 

One yellow card brings 
a $10 fine, with $20 for 
each subsequent card. 

There will be no suspen- 
sion for an accumulation of 
cards. It will remain a cash 
register deal. 

Red cards won't be 
popular with players — or 
their clubs. The fine is $50 
first up, plus a suspension. 

Federation general 
manager lan Holmes said: 
“A second red card gener- 
ales at least a $50 fine, and 
the Disciplinary Commit- 
tee will consider the extent 
of the fine and the length of 
the suspension which will 
be applied.” 

Whilst the game as a 
whole is overdue for a 
clean up of unsavoury 


fouls outside the penalty 
box, over the ball tackles, 
elbows eic, there are 
coaches who doubt 
whether the balance of the 
game between defence 
and attack will be retained 
under the NSW system. 


Some officials see it as 
an attempt to throw the the 
Parklea debt repayment 
back to the clubs. 

But Mr Holmes said: 
“600 players were sent off 
last year. It is unarguable 
that we should merely re- 
tain the status quo on 
penalties. 


“Clubs and coaches 
aren't firm enough over 
penalties, and no doubt it 
will be the clubs and not 
the players who will pay. 


“In addition we plan to 
employ a fulltime Re- 
ferees Development Offic- 
er because, whilst players 
and coaches have re- 
ceived attention in the 
past, insufficient re- 
sources have been allo- 
cated to refereeing.” 


— KEITH GILMOUR 


YOUR ASW — UP TO DATE NEWS 
PLUS COMING FEATURES 


@ JOHNNY WARREN’s wide-ranging 
1988 column begins today on 


Page 11. 

No-one covers the country more com- 
pletely than he does. 

He will bob up In Cairns or Perth or 
wherever, supplementing his Winfleid 
Socceroo and National League stories 
with other up to the minute material to 
retain your interest. 

@ LEN McKENDRY, the highly successful 
Brunswick Juventus coach, will write on 
the NSL and Victorian scene from next 
week. 

@ MYSTERY MAN ... Watch out for our 
mystery columnist, who begins next week 
with an offering from Sydney that will 
tickle your palate. 

@ MIKE JOHNSON and FRANK SCICLUNA 
deal respectively with soccer entertain- 
ment and soccer bulld-ups. 


@ASW features the NSL and Beach Fashions 
Cup previews, the Socceroos, Seamus 
O'Doherty on St George and St Pat on page 3, 
special Queensland cover, the NSW and Victo- 
tian State Leagues, Tom McKain from South 
Australia, Dave Williams on Northern NSW and 
Phil Murphy on Wollongong. 

Resuming again is the Western Australian 
update from David Andrews. 

Buy AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY, Aus- 
tralia's most relevant soccer newspaper, at 
your newsagent at just $1.60 per copy, 


Alf Zahra cross 
over Sydneysiders 


MELBOURNE clubs are starting to hit 
back at the incessant ‘whinging’ by 
defeated visiting Sydney coaches. 

Three times in as many rounds Sydney teams 
have been beaten in Melbourne in 1988 and on 
each occasion the visiting teams have left crying 
foul. 

Matters came to a head when Rale Rasic, 
coach of current champions Apia-Leichhardt, 
complained bitterly about the conditions of Skin- 
ner Reserve in Melbourne where his team lost 1-0 
to Sunshine George Cross on Saturday. 

George Cross president Alf Zahra says Rasic 
“has no excuse whatsoever". 

“The only thing factual was the performance of 
George Cross," Zahra told ASW. 

“The refereeing was near perfect and if the 
conditons were windy it was that way for both 
teams. 

“Perhaps Apia cannot accept that their best 
was not good enough on the day.” 

Rasic left Melbourne fuming after Apia’s first 
round defeat against Footscray JUST three 
weeks ago, and St George boss Frank Arok 
blasted the referee after his team’s last minute 
loss to Melbourne Croatia on Saturday night. 

Zahra says the Sydney coaches are now com- 
ing to Melbourne with “‘pre-conceived excuses’’. 

“Some coaches that come here just try to pick 
on something,” he told ASW. 

“On Saturday | believe Rale was complaining 
to the referee even before the game. 

“Last time his team played down here he com- 
plained about how small and closed in Chaplin 
Reserve was. 

“This time he says he doesn’t like the open 
spaces of Skinner Reserve. 

“Our club has faced all scrts of problems like 
three interstate game in four rounds but we're not 
Screaming abouts” — GREG BLAKE 


id 


Can order arrive out of chaos? 


THE West End National Soccer League has got off - be a ‘no, no’’as far as fans 


to a chaotic start and few lessons apear to have 


been learnt since the launch of the NSL in 1977. 


TOM McKAIN QUERIES A 
SENSE OF DIRECTION 


And before league offi- 
cials start to scream 
“media persecution” let 


us immediately say that 


when summer Soccer was 
Proposed recently, games 
on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays and the Soccer- 
oos’ matches against a 
touring team, no one in the 
media or from the clubs 


Well, there was a rum- 
ble about summer Soccer, 
but the plan was forgiven 
to accommodate the early 
start because of the Olym- 
pic qualifiers and the Gold 
Cup series. 

But now the knives are 
out and flashing. 

The summer deal has 
had a mixed reception. 


are concerned. 

Clubs playing in the 
league, plus local summer 
competitions, have found 
it hard to get their players 
to pace themselves. 

And coaches with Soc- 
ceroos in their line-ups 
have been frustrated with 
some stars being asked to 
play three games in five 
days. 

While everyone wants 
to help the national team 
— if it succeeds, calls on 
Socceroos can be de- 
trimental to the game. 


If they can’t perform at 
their peak for their club 
then fans become disen- 
chanted and so do spon- 
sors. 

Trying to meet club and 
national commitments can 
drain a player, so in the 
wind-up he is jaded play- 
ing for his club and jaded 
and just as flat when he 
takes the field for the natio- 
nal team. 


Switches 


And what about 
dates?! There have 


protested. Saturday nights appear to 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


SCOTT Playle, the Brisbane boy who turned a 
dream opportunity with Glasgow Rangers into a 
budding career, will return to the Scottish club 
after his current short holiday in Australia. 

The 18-year-old Eastern Suburbs XXXX League de- 
fender rejected reports that he was homesick and that his 
stint with Rangers was over. 

“The club and myself both felt that after playing back to 
back seasons and the big step-up in pressure, | had be- 
come alittle stale," Playle said. 

“The Rangers officials decided the best thing | needed 
was a holiday at home, so they cancelled my contract to 
June and | will sign again when | go back for pre-season 
training in July.”” 

Playle played 22 matches with the Ranger's Reserves 
and was a member of the club's Youth side which won the 
“BP Youth Cup in Italy last September. 

The youngster was signed by the Scottish giants after 
a month-long trial organised by his club, Easts, through 
its Scottish coach, John Sime. 

“lam glad | took the chance," Playle said. “Once it is in 
your blood, it is all you want to do.” 

Playle said the biggest transition he had to make was 
adapting to the seven days a week training. 

“Over there Soccer is your bread and butter. It’s no’ 
just a pastime like it is here. It was a big chance — _<* 
both physically and mentally,” he said. Z 
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been so many switches 


During his stint at the club, Playle trained alongside 
legendary names such as Trevor Francis and of course, 
club manager, Grahame Souness while one of his peers 
included lan Durrant, rated by many as one of the hottest 
Properties in Scottish Soccer. 

“With the reserves continually training with the top 
side, it was a big help. You tend to pick up a lot of their 
good and bad habits. The average age of the reserves 
was 18 or 19 and | gained a lot of experience by being the 
only reserve player training with the first team for their 
match with Celtic on New Year's Day,” Playle said. 


Inevitably being tagged “‘Oz"’ and “Skippy”, Playle 
found there were no concessions made because he was 
an Australian. 


“Just because | was Australian, it didn’t make any 


difference to them. They helped me and treated me the 
same as the others.” 


BANG! Young Queenslander Scott Playle ploughs 
Into a shot for Easts. Despite the rumours — he is 
returning to Glasgow. 


While in Australia, Playle will keep up his fitness by 
training and playing with Easts. When he returns to Scot- 
land he is likely to take with him this year’s Easts-Ran- 
gers scholarship winner. 

And the Brisbane youngster, who could be Australia’s 
next Craig Johnston, has only one piece of advice for 
the youngster who this year gets the same chance as he 
did in last season. 

“All can say is don’t hold back,” Playle said. 


MITRE SPORTS—DIVISION OF 
OVERSEAS INDENTS PTY LIMITED 
e@ SYDNEY e MELBOURNE e BRISBANE e ADELAIDE 


THE MOST FAMOUS SOCCER 
BALL IN THE WORLD 


Now with a 2 year guarantee 


OFFICIAL BALL ENDORSED 
BY THE NATIONAL SOCCER 
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 


For those who 
take their Sport 
seriously... 


fans have been unable to 
get into a_ watching 
pattern. 

The same goes for kick- 
off times. 

These vary from State to 
State and are repeatedly 
changed, with sometimes 
club officials unable to pro- 
vide a kick-off time without 
double checking in case it 
has been changed again! 

Then there is the cost. 

If a team has to stay over 
and players miss work, 
then the league makes up 
the difference. 

And if a club requests a 
change in dates and the 
same situation arises, the 
club making the request 
pays the expenses. 


THANKS: 1987 Victorian Rothmans Medalist — Paul Harris (Caulfied 
City) is congratulated by VSF president Jack Rellly. Tom McKain says 
Rellly ought to be thanked over the securing of Liverpool's likely tour of 


Australia. 


Concept 


The idea of the games 
against Dinamo Zagreb 
was to generate cash. 

Only officials know the 
end result of the tour, but 
we would hazard a guess 
that the VSF, NSWSF and 
the NSL did not make any 
great profit, if in fact they 
did not finish in the red. 

There were no 
spectacular crowds and 
the fact the toruists won 
only one game — 6-0 
against Victoria — would 
have done little to encour- 
age fans if another Yugo- 
slav team is brought here 
next year. 

The bright spot on the 


horizon for 1989 is the 
almost certain visit of Eng- 
lish superclub Liverpool, 
thanks to former Socceroo 
Jack Reilly and the Victo- 
rian Soccer Federation, of 
which he is chairman. 

The days when you can 
bring any team from over- 
seas and expect the fans 
to go’into raptures is over. 
They want the best or 
nothing. 

With the Olympic quali- 
fiers, the Gold Cup Series 
and the Yugoslav tour one 
should perhaps forgive 
officialdom. 

But for next year it is to 
be hoped they learn some- 
thing and get some sort of 
order out of the chaos. 


KIWIS’ AIM IS ELEVEN 
POINTS FROM TWELVE 


NEW Zealand manager : 


Noel Robinson has set 
his team a target of 11 
points from a max- 
imum of 12 during the 
forthcoming Oceania 
Olympic Qualifying 
Series. 

The All Whites, Robin- 
son confidently stated, will 
be looking for a couple of 
victories over both the win- 
ners of the Western 
Samoa v. Taiwan play off 
and Israel, whom he dis- 
missed as “poor 
travellers”. 

He then conceded the 
Kiwis would be content 
with a draw against Aus- 
tralia in Sydney, before 
clinching a place in Seoul 
by defeating the Soccer- 
oos at Wellington. 

The New Zealand Foot- 
ball Association has failed 
in its efforts to obtain the 
Hutt Recreation Ground, 
scene of the All Whites win 
over the Aussies in the 
Trans-Tasman 


BY PAUL MOON 


Cup last September, for 
the match between the two 
on March 20. 


Instead, the venue will 
be Athletic Park, home of 
Wellington Rugby Union. 

The New Zealanders 
are hoping their win over 
IFK Gothenburg at the 
Park earlier this year and 
the many successes en- 
joyed by the All Whites 
over the Wallabies there in 
the past will prove to be 
good omens for them. 


Two days before the All 
Whites fly to Australia to 
start the Olympic quali- 
fiers, they are due to com- 
plete a four match series 
against Brazil’s under 21 
selection, however there 
is now great concern over~ 
the composition of the 
South American touring 
side. 

Rod Husband, a 
spokesman for Harvard 
Marketing the tour 
organiser, Claims to have 
sent telegrams, telexes 
and fax messages to the 


CASH PAID 
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@ ALUMINIUM —@ STAINLESS STEEL 


AUSSCRAP 
2B Gladstone Street, NEWTOWN. 519 5241 


Brazilian Federation seek- 
ing information on the tour- 
ing party, but has yet to 
receive a reply. 

In a statement made to 
the New Zealand Press 
Association, an obviously 
anxious Husband said: “| 
can't understand why they 
haven't replied. It’s harder 
to get a reply from them 
than Fiji.” 

His discomfort would 
have provoked a few wry, 
though sympathetic, com- 
ments in New Zealand 
Soccer circles for Hus- 
band has been notoriously 
tardy in answering his own 
correspondence in the 
past, albeit on matters of 
much less immediate im- 
portance than the Brazi- 
lian tour. 

Unfortunately, the 
Brazilians’ track record 
suggests the side which 
eventually travels to New 
Zealand may well be 
somewhat less in status 
than the one originally en- 
visaged. 

On a number of occa- 
sions in the past, Brazil 
has pledged the participa- 
tion of its national side in 
major Asian tournaments, 


‘only for state representa- 


tive sides to be fielded. 
Hopefully, however, the 
Brazilians’ inability to 


name their touring party is 
due to nothing more sinis- 
ter than the staff-shortage 
at the Confederacao Bra- 
zileira de Futebol in Rio, 
reportedly created by their 
financial problems. 


ped aly “th 


. 


West End NSL Preview 


A LOT DEPENDS ON 


ROZIC 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 
SYDNEY CROATIA’s 
attacking style will 


come right under the 
microscope when they 
meet champions Apia- 
Leichhardt at the Croa- 
tian Sports Centre on 
Saturday night. 

Croatian player-coach 
Vedran Rozic played 
some tremendous football 
in Melbourne last week, 
but the question is whether 
Apia can overcome their 
fluent style. 

Apia’s Rale Rasic be- 
lieves that Croatia’s tac- 
tics can be contained by 
being prepared to soak up 
the long balls that overplay 
the Croatia midfielders. 

Whether Apia can 
pressurise the wily Rozic 
is the question. It is no 


easy task to unsettle him, 
but this point could be one 
of the main keys to the out- 
come of the game. 

Apia was caught out in 
windy conditions by play- 
ing the ball short, whereas 
Sunshine George Cross 
came in with a run of tack- 
les to put their opponents 
off their game. 

To Apia’s advantage, it 
is Croatia’s looser style 
and willingness to commit 
themselves to attack that 
could give the champions 
the opening. 

South Melbourne's re- 
cast outfit will feel that they 
should have the edge on 
Marconi at Olympic Park 
at 8pm on Saturday night. 

Marconi will miss the 
services of ace striker 
Frank Farina, sent off due 
to an unfortunate incident 
in the Brunswick Juventus 
game. 

Fred de Jong is begin- 
ning to shine with Marconi. 
His erect stance shows a 
commanding bearing by 


WNO DOLLARS 


> Advance Bank 


ST GEORGE 


BUDAPEST SOCCER clue 
-« TEN THOUSANG OCLLARS 


Mr Jay and Mr Pongrass smile proudly behind the cheque. 


itself. 

He is revealing an excel- 
lent change of pace and di- 
rection, and his footwork 
and passing bear the signs 
of real class. 


But de Jong will find the 
going tough without a play- 
er such as Farina to link up 
with, 

It would not surprise if 
Berti. Mariani brought in 
Ziatko Nastovski for the 
quality of his free kicks 
around the penalty box. 

On Sunday St George 
will have to soldier on with- 
out the suspended Steve 
O’Connor’s services, at St 
George Stadium. 

The other NSW game 
sees Wollongong City, 
minus Alan Brazil, against 
Jan Wallace’s Melbourne 
Croatia at Brandon Park. 


Wollongong have the 
drive of an unbeaten re- 
cord behind them, and 
Croatia has the same, 
although they have pro- 
duced one less point. 


Advance Bank 


SOCOES cr ye 


Aeivauee Boul 
Mr Terry Jay hands the first instalment to Alex Pongrass. 


Addvaiice Bank : 


The Saints — sponsored by Lotto, backed by the Advance Bank and having odes written about 
them! 


It points to a great clash, 
and perhaps the visitors 
could come out on top. 

Brunswick Juventus will 


have Peter Lewis and 
Brian Brown back after 
suspension. 


Their rock-hard defence 
will be pitted against an ea- 
ger Sydney Olympic, who 
were untroubled to record 
three first half goals 
against Brisbane Lions. 


adelaide City 15. bale of 
two clubs who have not be- 
gun the season without 
their usual aplomb. 

Unless Preston can re- 
vive their fortunes they are 
in deep trouble. 


Sunshine George 
Cross’ resolve will be pit- 
ted against Brisbane Lions 
at Richlands Stadium on 


Saturday night. 
Which Lions team will 
we see? They were 


caught off balance when 
their plane was delayed on 
Sunday and they had no 
warm-up. 

Three early goals re- 
sulted, but then Lions 
showed more backbone 
and finally scored the only 
goal of the half in the dying 
stages. 

This one is a toss up — 
more than likely a home 
win, but neither side 
should settle for a draw. 


Saints Bank on 
Advancing Youth 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


ST GEORGE Soccer 
Club last week secured 
a most valuable 
sponsorship from the 
Advance Bank to the 
value of $30,000, which 
has been earmarked 
for the development of 
young players. 

At a special press con- 
ference at the club's Mort- 
dale premises, Advance 
Bank executive Mr Terry 
Jay handed over to club 
president Mr Alex Pon- 
grass the first of three 
cheques. 

Mr Mike Lloyd, the 
Bank's Assistant General 
Manager-Field Opera- 
tions, stated: “The Adv- 
ance Bank's decision to 
sponsor St George was 
encouraged by the fact 
that the funding will assist 
the club to develop some 


of the up-and-coming 
young soccer talent. 

“Australia is still, by 
comparison with the 


traditional soccer nations, 
something of a babe in the 
woods. We have, howev- 
er, had some success and 
the world is now starting to 
take notice. 

“We thus hope that our 
sponsorship of St George 
will help the development 
of players who can really 
put Australia on the world 
map of soccer. 

“We see our invoive- 
ment with St George as a 
boost to the growth of the 


sport.” 
St George BSC team 
captain Andy Koczka 


Stated: “It is great to have 
Advance Bank’s sponsor- 


ship as it adds to our club's 
financial stability.” 


DELIGHT! Frank Arok is 
ecstatic. 


A St George spokes- 
man told the press: “This 
is our 31st year as a soccer 
club, 21 of which has been 
within the St George dis- 
trict. 

“The trust and faith ex- 
tended to us by a leading 
organisation such as the 
Advance Bank is the best 
21st birthday present our 
club could wish for. 

“No bank will back a los- 
er and St George 
Budapest has never been 
that.”” 


ST GEORGE AND ST PATRICK 


The saga of O’Connor, O’ROURKE and 
O'Shea. 
(With gratitude to the saintly Bard of Mortdale 
and Rockdale, Seamus O’Doherty) 


It’s a St George Soccer fan that I am 
I always like them to win. 

To ever miss a single match 

*Tis surely a mortal sin. 


But to be sure they win in ’88 

I pulled out me old prayer mat. 

And Saturday night I went down on me knees 
to make contact with St Pat. 


“What's it you’ll be wanting?” St Pat he sez 
And the salt into me he did rub. 

“Why contact on Saturday night 

that’s your booze time at the Budapest Club.” 


“Beggin’ your pardon, St Pat” I sez 

“But there’s somethin’ Id like to get straight. 
What do I need to do for St George to win 
the NSL competition in ’88?” 


“Marconi” St Pat confided 

“Have burned candle grease by the litre 
and Apia have all the angels busy 
ferrying Novenae up to St Peter.” 


“Maybe that’s why” St Pat explained 

“Apia have already baked their cake 

for I hear they’ve got one of me Dublin boys 
a midfielder called Brian Blake.” 


“Where there’s smoke there’s fire” St Pat continued 
“Though into this me nose I’ll not stick 

but heavenly voices are saying 

that Olympic have sought help from old Nick!” 


“Tough competition me boy” St Pat intoned 

“But the thing that might help most 

just say three glory be’s to the Father 

the Son and the Holy Ghost.” : 


“I’m sorry again St Pat” I sez 

“There’s something I forget to say 

two blokes in the team you might like to help 
their names are O’Connor and O’Shea.” 


“Why didn’t you say so before” St Pat he sez 
“They'll surely haye my full support 

Pll even call on help from above 

to make Soccer the main Aussie sport.” 


“With two boys like that and an Irish coach 
Begorrah, there’s not a team you'll not beat.” 
“It’s Arok not O’Rourke” I interrupted St Pat . 
“Though he sounds Gaelic at times when there’s 

heat.” 


As I knelt there awaiting, I heard St Pat muse 

and then his fingers went click : 

“He’s Frank O’Rourke from now on” he solemnly ; 
declared 

“I’ve made him an honorary Mick!” 


So on March 17, from the Budapest Club 

on glorious St Patrick’s Day 

leading the march proudly wearing the green 

will be O’Connor, O’Rourke and O’Shea. . 
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Hellas saved by 


young Con Giatas 


BY GREG BLAKE 


YOUNG South Melbourne Hellas goalkeeper Con 
Giatas has hardly had the chance to strut his stuff 
this season as the young Hellas brigade has taken 
all before it. 

On Sunday it was his turn in the biggest match 
of the round between South Melbourne and 
Footscray JUST, undoubtedly the two aristocrats 
of Melbourne Soccer curca 1988. 

Under brilliant Melbourne Sunshine Giatas 
took just five minutes of play to prove he is just as 
integral a part of this super new South Melbourne 
team as any of his better-known comrades. 


In the highly charged 
atmosphere of this top-of- 
derby 


Giatas was called upon to 
prove his worth by facing 
up to an Ernie Tapai penal- 


the-table —_ local 


Melbourne Croatia 
Sydney Croatia . 
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Adelaide City 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 (J Kosmina, T Pontidas, A Cum- 
mings 0g) BRISBANE LIONS 1 (B Druery) at Parramatta 
Stadium. Crowd: 2839. 

FOOTSCRAY 1 (W Spink) SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 (S 
Tasios). Crowd: 6102. A 
MELBOURNE CROATIA 2 (P Murphy, P Lewis) ST 
GEORGE 1 (A Koczka) at Olympic Park. Crowd: 1500. 
SYDNEY CROATIA 2 (T Krslovic 2) PRESTON 0 at Olym- 
Pic Park. Crowd: 3204. 

MARCONI 2 (F Farina, Z Nastevski) BRUNSWICK 1 (C 
Egan) at Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 1012. 

WOLLONGONG 3 (D Skeen, J Ainsworth, R Easthorpe) 
ADELAIDE CITY 2 (J Mullen, A Vidmar) at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. Crowd: 3200. 


TOPSCORERS 


FRANK FARINA Marconi 5 
WARREN SPINK Footscray JUST 3 
BRETT DRUERY Brisbane Lions 2 
CHARLIEEGAN Brunswick Juve 2 
PAULMURPHY Melbourne Croatia 2 
SCOTT OLLERENSHAW StGeorge 2 
ANDY KOCZKA StGeorge 2 
TONY KRSLOVIC Sydney Croatia 2 
TOMPONTIDAS Sydney Olympic 2 

WollongongCity 2 


RANDELLEASTHORPE 


WEEKEND WEST END MATCHES 


: ROUND 4, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 20, 6PM 

Brisbane Lions v Sunshine G.C. Richlands Stad. 
Brunswick Juve _v Sydney Oly Olympic Park* 
6PM 


Sydney Croatia. vy Apia Leichhardt Croatian Sports C 
‘Sih Melbourne v_ Marconi Olympic Park* 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21, 5.30PM 

Wollongong City vy Melb. Croatia Brandon Park 


6PM 
Preston Mak 
7PM 

St George 


v Adelaide City Connor Reserve 


v Footscray St George Stace 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 1 


Con Giatis of South Melbourne makes a save. 


ty with the match just five 
minutes old. 

The 6,000 plus crowd 
crammed into tiny Schint- 
ler Reserve held its collec- 
tive breath as  Tapai 
moved in for the spot-kick 
and Giatas, with an 
almighty effort, flung him- 
self to the right to send the 
ball spinnign to safety. 

Hellas, plainly leg-we- 
ary after Wednesday 
night's Buffalo Cup final, 
eventually drew the match 
1-1 and for the effort of 
young Giatas in those 
opening minutes the Mid- 
dle Park crew can be 
eternally grateful. 


Billed as the biggest 
match of the season to 
date, Sunday’s game at 
Footscray didn’t let any- 
one down, 

The home side did what 
Hellas has been doing to 
every otehr team this year 
and came out full of run- 
ning and 

Footscray’s sweet, 
flowing moves initially took 
Hellas by surprise but Hel- 
las, hit back — at least until 
the testing cup final began 
to take its toll. 

In the end football was 
the winner with a game as 
rich with highlights as any 
in recent memory. 

The duel between 
Wade and Crino in the 
middie was engrossing 
with Wade, so much the 
master play-maker for 
Hellas this season, 
against the flowing grace 
of Crino on whom 
Footscray depend so 
much. 

The performance of the 
Footscray back four, and 
in particular Gary Van 
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“OSCAR CRINO in action for Footscray JUST. 


Egmond who completely 
blotted out the ever-pre- 
sent threat of Trimboli. 


The heroics of Giatas in 
the Hellas goal, the 
doggedness of Murphy, 
the ressurgence of Tasios 
as a genuine champion 
and so much more. 

Hellas took a 12th mi- 
nute lead when Tasios ran 
onto a glorious ball from 
Foster and drilled the 
chance home from 12 
metres. 

Footscray levelled 12 
minutes from half time with 
a goal that even had some 
of the press corp whoop- 


ing with delight as Crino, 
the laconic genius, 
sprayed a sweetly timed 
through ball off the outside 
of his foot into the path of 
Spink who capped his best 
game of the season by 
ploughing home an un- 
stoppable shot. 


To merely document the 
chances hee, and | 
counted some dozen clear 
ones during the game, 
would not be doing justice 
to a superlative game of 
rivetting entertainment. 

Suffice to say that 
Footscray JUST can count 
itself mighty unlucky with 
Spink hitting a post and 
Giatas pulling off at least 
two top quality saves. 


FOOTSCRAY: Nikitevic, Van 
Egmond, James Deankovic, 
Campbell (Fabrizio 23), Murphy, 
Tapal, Crino, Bozinovskl, Spink, 
Lulic (Dimovski 64). 

SOUTH 


LATE PENALTY 


SINKS SAINTS 


BY GREG BLAKE 


DIMINUTIVE St George striker Scott Ollerenshaw 
summed up the frustrations of his club mates 
without saying a word as Saints went down 2-1 to 
Melbourne Croatia at Olympic Park on Saturday 


night. 


Ollerenshaw, after 
watching dejectedly from 
the sideline as his side fell 
to a dramatic last gasp 
penalty, walked from 
Olympic Park silently. 

In the solitude of the 
players race he allowed 
himself a single moment of 
emotional release and he 
lashed out to smash his fist 
into a wall in frustration. 

And who could blame 
him on a night of disaster 
for Saints. 

After looking good for a 
point after an_ intriguing 
battle with the home side, 
St George ended the night 
minus “Rocky” O'Con- 
nor, sent off for striking six- 
teen minutes from time 
and beaten by a 91st mi- 
nute penalty. 

The injury-time penalty 
came after a final desper- 
ate attack from Melbourne 
Croatia, culminating in 
Peter Murphy setting up 
Paul Lewis on the right of 
the area with Lewis even- 
tually fouled by Saints 
Keung Sikh Choi. 


Lewis placed the ball 
and calmly knocked the 
spot-kick past Mike Gib- 
son for a match winner 
which left the St George 

camp less than happy. 


St. George boss Frank 
Akok, whilst admitting his 
team had not played well 
on the night, told me he 
“was not delighted with 
everything that happened 
out there tonight. 

“While I'm not making 
excuses | thought it was a 
little harsh on my players 
that we received such one 
sided treatment,” a 
downcast Arok said. 

“We never lost a point, 
it was taken from us be- 


cause that penalty never 
existed.” 


Arok’s Melbourne 
Croatia counterpart lan 
Wallace admitted he 


would have settled for a 
point but was just as ada- 
mant that the controversial 
penalty was justified. 

“Yes, I’m happy the 
penalty was correct,” he 
told the press. 

“At the same time | 
thought they (St. George) 
knocked the pass about 
well and | would have been 
happy with a point the way 
the game went.” 

Melbourne Croatia, now 
unbeaten and into the top 
five, led after 20 minutes of 
Saturday night's game 
when former West Austra- 
lian Murphy scored his 
second goal in as many 
games for 1-0. 

Murphy was set up with 
a surging run and telling fi- 
nal ball from Jofip Biskic 
who's night ended at half 
time with a recurrence of 
his ankle injury. 

St. George came back 
before the interval with 
Kevin Hagan crashing a 
free kick against the 
Croatia crossbar before 
Andrew Koczka's equalis- 
er three minutes before 
the break. 

Koczka picked up 
Ollerenshaw’s pass about 
12 metres out and turned 
brilliantly to spear the ball 
high into the net past Jeff 
Olver. 


MELBOURNE CROATIA: 
Olver, Heyes, Dobson, Hannah, 
Donnelly (Valentic 67), Scott, 
Caleta, Biskic (Talajic HT), 
Milosevic, Lewis, Murphy. 

ST. GEORGE: Gibson, Green, 
Grbevski, Moffitt, | O'Connor 
(gent off 74m), Tortevski (Pet- 
kovski 65m), Chol, Hagan, Kocz- 
ka, Pottier, Ollerenshaw (Ilic 65). 

Referee: J. Howlin. Crowd: 
3204 Double Header. 


BRANKO MILOSEVIC (Melbourne Croatia) leaves 
CRAIG MOFFITT (St George) In his wake. Des Papp 
photo. 


BY JOHN MANGAN 


SUNSHINE George 
Cross stunned and de- 
lighted the 1500 strong 
crowd at Skinner Re- 
serve to notch up its 
first win for the season 
against reigning cham- 
pions Apia, 1-0, on 
Saturday night. 

Though Apia dominated 
the opening spell with 
opportunities falling to 
Burim Zajmi and Lawrie 
McKinna in the first 15 mi- 
nutes, the Sydney team 
failed to come to terms 
with the blustery condi- 
tions. 

George Cross took 
advantage of their frustra- 
tion, challenging for every 
ball, running hard and not 
being shy to pump the 


occasional speculative 
ball forward. 
For George Cross's 


coach John Gardiner vic- 
tory was sweet. ‘People 
were writing us off when 
we lost 6-0 to Marconi a 
fortnight ago, but we were 
unlucky to lose last week 
against Sydney Croatia 
and today we showed that 
we can’t be dismissed,” 
he said after the game. 

Gardiner will be 
strengthening his squad in 
coming weeks _ signing 
Polonia's central defender 
Aki Kotzamichalis. He also 
has a Scottish import due 
to arrive and will be pro- 
moting two players from 
the youth team to his 
squad. 

Gardiner has his eye on 
some of the talent at 
Heidelberg, but the clubs 
are as yet unable to agree 
on transfer fees. 

The goal which turned 
the game in the 44th mi- 
nute when Les Carter, 
Georgie’s close season 
recruit from Green Gully, 
split the Apia defence with 
a through-ball which strik- 
er Gary Clark coolly slot- 
ted past goalkeeper Tony 
Pezzano. 

With only one win from 
their first three games, 
Apia are suffering a post- 
championship hangover. 


The home team might 
have won a bigger marget 
but for the steadying influ- 
ence of Socceroo skipper 
Charlie Yankos, though 
even he missed a clear- 
ance under pressure in the 
29th minute. 

Georgie’s Sean Keogh 
brilliantly blocked a Terry 


Butler shot in the 75th 
minute. 
Five - minutes later 


Apia’s Pezzano raced off 
his line to block a Markovs- 
ki shot and then punched 
the rebound clear. 

Apia's bench was im- 
pressive — Rasic’s two 
substitues were Rod 
Brown and Arno Bertogna 
— but even they could not 
turn the game for the visi- 
tors. 

Their disappointment 
was George Cross’s joy, 
and with new players set to 
join the squad in coming 
weeks, the club’s pros- 
pects are at last looking 
brighter. E 

SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS: 


| Keogh, Campelj, Marth, Parton, 


Richardson, Carter, Lennon, 
McLaren, Markovac, Markovskl, 
Clark. 


APIA: Pezzano, de Marigny, 
Yankos, M. Brown, Reynolds, 
Watson, Tredinnick (Bertogna 
64th), Zajml, McKinna, Parison 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC raced to a 3-0 lead after only 23 
minutes against Brisbane Lions but then failed to 
take full advantage in the second half despite the 
fact the Queenslanders played for 64 minutes 
with only 10 men. 

Olympic finally beat Lions 3-1 at the Parramatta 
Stadium. 

“We failed to move in for the kill in the second half and 
we seemed to feel sorry for Lions being a man down,” 
Sydney Olympic coach Eddie Thomson said after the 
match. 

Four goals, six yellow and one red card highlighted the 
match, leaving Lions to battle bravely a man short. 

Lions’ midfielder, Nick Meredith, having scored a yel- 
low card very early in the match, received his marching 
orders from referee Arthur Owens in the 26th when Mere- 
dith grassed Olympic’s Abbas Saad with a robust tackle 
from behind. . 

Despite the loss of Meredith, the Queenslanders 
showed great tenacity in the second half, blocking Olym- 
pic from scoring further goals and even grabbing one 
themsleves seconds from fulltime. 

Everything went wrong for Brisbane Lions coach, Juan 
Cutillas even before he got his team to the Parramatta 
Stadium. 

The Lions’ flight from Brisbane to Sydney was delayed 
nearly an hour due to bad weather, and Cutillas had to 
field his team without a proper warm-up. 

Just 11 minutes after kick-off, Lions suffered yet 
another early setback when they fell behind with an ‘own- 
goal’ through right back, Alex Cummings. 

A neat cross into the Lions’ box from defender Gary 
Phillips found Cummings slicing his clearing header into 
his own net. 

After sixteen minutes, Olympic went to a 2-0 lead when 
midfielders Grant Lee and Saad did the spade work for 


OLYMPIC’S SYMPATHY FOR LIONS 


John Kosmina to score. Saad crossed into the box, Mar- 
shall Soper brought it down and Kosmina nailed the 
target from 10 metres out. 

Seconds later, Soper's scorching drive was cleared off 
the line by Lions’ left back, Alan Niven. 

The 18th minute saw Lions threaten. From a corner on 
the right nodded down by Grant Lightbown, Peter 
Dwyer’s lethal volley screamed centimetres over Olym- 
pic's crossbar. 

Five minutes later, Olympic grabbed their third goal. 
Kosmina and Lee set up tiny, dynamic midfielder Tommy 
Pontidas, who cracked a fabulous 16 metre inswinger 
that flashed just inside the right post. 

Olympic should have scored at least another four 
goals in the second half. 

In the 56th minute Soper shot the wrong side of the 
right post with a side-footed volley and Kosmina was just 
as wide with two successive shots at the target in the 58th 
and 59th minutes from similar range. 

Olympic's attacking right fullback Davey Barrett had 
clipped the Lions’ cross-bar with a deceptive in-swinging 
cross from the corner flag almost immediately after 
“drinks”. 

But Lions dug in and weathered the Olympic barrage 
and were rewarded by a consolation goal in the last mi- 
nute by substitute Brett Druery. 

An understandably dejected Cutillas lamented: “The 
first two quick goals were gifts to Olympic and they knock- 
ed us out of our rhythm very early. The refereeing also 
was very inconsistent.”” 

Stars for the victors were Soper, Pontidas and Gary 
Phillips, while the Queenslanders were best. served by 
David Wheeler, Martin Kirsopp and Cummings, despite 
his ‘own-goal’. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Meler: Barrett (Polak 72m), Hanlotis, Hooker, 
Phillips: Saad (Patalis 73m), Dakos, Pontidas, Lee: Soper, Kosmina. 

BRISBANE LIONS: Kearton: Wheeler (Druery 60th), Liddell, Ste- 
wart, Niven: Ogden, Cummings, Meredith (sent off 26m), Dwyer: 
Lightbown, Kirsopp (Bassingthwalte 72m). 

Referee: A.Owens. Crowd: 2,839. 


Preston’s meek surrender 


BY GREG BLAKE 


GOAL-shy Preston Makedonia is down on its 
luck, lacking in confidence after a morale 
shattering Buffalo Cup final defeat and is suffer- 
Ing an enormous hangover after finishing as 
League runner-up in 1987. 

One or all of the above reasons could explain how 
the Melbourne club succumbed so meekly to Sydney 
Croatia at Olympic Park on Saturday night. 

Croatia's win was untroubled with Makedonia putting 
in one of its weakest displays since Ernie Merrick took 
over as coach. 

Playing without any of its usual zest and energy 
Makedonia went down 2-0 and at no stage did the 
Melbourne club look in contention. 

Sydney Croatia's heroes were Vedran Rozic, the 
bubbling Robbie Slater and goal scoring youngster 
Tony Krislovic. 

Krislovic, a well built, big and bustling young striker, 
scored once and was credited with the second Sydney 
Croatia goal in his first appearance on the hallowed 
Olympic Park surface. 

Krislovic made it 1-0 with the match just 10 minutes 
old as he ran on to Wally Savor's through ball and 
cooly tucked the chance away. 

The youngster made certain his club returned north 
with the points in the 63rd minute when he curled an 
angled shot in off a defender. 

Although the press were prepared to give Krislovic 
number two the beaming young Sydney Croatia goal 
hero told me after the game that he believed that only 
the first was his to claim. 


“I'm sure it was only one goal,” he said. 

“The second one was going toward Robbie Slater, 
it got a bit of deflection and just went inside the near 
post.” 

Preston wearily tried to fight its way back late in the 
game but Croatia's defence held firm. 

A save by Franken from a scorching George Jolevski 
shot and a George Petrov cross which flew tantalising- 
ly across goal only to elude a final touch were the 
closest Makedonia went to pulling back a goal. 


Preston becomes the only club not to have scored a 
League goal this season and that alone’ is enough to 
worry coach Merrick. 

The usually affable Merrick had the weight of the 
world on his shoulders on Saturday night and declined 
to speak to the press, 


But goalkeeper Phil Traianedis was prepared to 
admit complacency had played a big part in bring 
Makedonia back to earth. 


“I think a lot of the guys must have been thinking 
that their performances last year were going to carry 
them though this season,” he told ASW. 

“We've been walking on to the park thinking it’s all 
going to happen by itself instead of realising that we've 
got to work to make things happen as we did last year~ 


PRESTON MAKEDONIA: Tralanedis, Opasinis, Illoski, Jackson, 
Piculovski, Petrov, Stewart, Jolevski, Smith, Domovskl, Gojevic 
(Brian 65th). 


SYDNEY CROATIA: Franken, Savor, Jennings, Rozic, Hunter, 
Petkovic (Clinch 74), Jones, Slater, Arnold, Rezo, (Foster 
84th). 

REFEREE: C. Bambridge. Crowd: 3204 Double Header. 


ALAN SCOTT (M 


Photo by Des Papp 


journe Croatia) outjumps St George’s CRAIG MOFFITT. 


At Marconi Stadium on Saturday night. . . 


A FUNNY THING (OR TWO) 


MARCONI 


For the 1012 hearty 
souls that braved the now 
inevitable fickle and wick- 
ed south-west weather 
there was no shortage of 
action and if you blinked 

you surely missed 
something. 
_ Just ask Marconi’s star 
Socceroo Frank Farina 
what sought of outing this 


was. 


2 defeated Brunswick 
Juventus 1, sounds like your average 
WENSL result — but this was not your 
ordinary, run-of-the-mill encounter at 
Bossley Park, not by a long way. 


After the Fairfielders be- 
gan sluggishly and went 
behind to a Charlie Egan 
strike, Farina ‘got on his 
bike’ and the home side 
rallied to level — Farina 
doing the honours on the 
end of a_ magnificent 
move. 

Three minutes later he 
looked dangerous again 
and Peter Lewis cleaned 


HAPPENED! 


him up in no uncertain 
fashion; in the heat of the 
moment Farina lost his 
head and retaliated by 
lashing out and catching 
his assailant in the midriff. 


FRANK COLETTA’s 
report on this match 
continues on page 
sixteen > 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS TOUR 


11-26 JUNE IN GERMANY 


GROUP 1 West Germany — Italy — Denmark — Spain 


“BY TOM McKAIN 


Skeen, up in attack on the 
Tight, got on to the ball and 


in the equaliser in the 51st 
minute and the home fans 


ignoring a hand ball in the 
penalty area. 


GROUP 2 England — Ireland — Holland — Russia 


ADELAIDE City were sentina25 metre drive for smelt victory. Two yellow cards were 15 Games in Total 

return from the 2 goal in the second Mullen continued to issued, one to City’s Vid- . H 1 i 

ead bale saibebls rairnita Duint Stover ieawell cares aseretereae ania ee Lufthansa flights, 18 nights accommodation twin 

dium on Saturday night _!nspired by Brazil and alive — so did Danish im- Cokely and the other to share, tickets and coaches to all matches, including, 
Danny Crainie and the tiny port Jesper Sorensen, but Skeen who upended reyer : 

against <= Wollongong, 977 isfaroven, Wor. the: goal 0 badly seeded. Mullen: semi finals and final plus a free return 


but just as they were 
about to lift the coffin 
lid Alan Brazil ham- 
mered in the final nail. 


7 the busy Brazil. d 2 a 
With the score 2-2 and was there for City with a "ow face two successive . 
City charging, Brazil took Trying to wipe out the jow shot but on it was matches away from home. Ask for Michael 
off down the left, mesme- memory of that 6-0 defeat held. ADELAIDE CITY: Zabica, Shil- 59 Hume Street. 
rised three City defenders from St. George the pre- % apes Bi ekipeded Nye: = eek, 
and sent over a low ball vious weekend, City got A Tue ee aes Tobie {Senirse 25th) Malai Crows Nest, NSW 2065 _ 
i, Eastho A Mul- rowning Q at b J : es 
Which] banoel pe ner oot getier ane Ye whistle and he was booed + ~"WoLLONGONG: eons, Tel.: (02)4382977. = 


had only to touch into the 
net for what was to prove a 
3-2 triumph. 


There was a disastrous 
Start for City when David 


longong got their second 
goal in the 26th minute 
from Jeff Ainsworth who 
accepted a header from 


bound from Young follow- 
ing a shot by fullback Alex 
Tobin in the 39th minute. 


Aurelio Vidmar volleyed 


never materialised. 


Then came that killer 
run by Brazil. 


Even so Charlie Villani 


and jeered from the field 
along with linesman Tom 
McRoe who was pelted 
with plastic cups for some 
strange offside flag and for 


But those decisions are 
now history and the result 
means that City slump to 
the bottom of the table and 


Skeen, Ratcliffe, Vilestra, Mor- 


trip from Germany to 


most European Capitals. 
Limited Seats! Hurry! 


Fax.: (02) 436 2000 
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weather that have dogged some of the 

West End National League fixtures at this 
early stage of proceedings, the League must be 
held to have got away to a very good start. 

First round crowds were nothing to shout about, 
but there have been marked improvements over the 
next two. 

Games at St George Stadium, Marconi Stadium 
and Brandon Park were particularly hard hit by the 
weather, and a lot of admiration must go to clubs who 
have substantial wages bills but who have to brave it 
out temporarily with smaller incomes and crowds. 

Wollongong certainly was a case in point. Despite 
some critics contending that guest star Alan Brazil 
was over the hill, he stepped up to prove that he still 
can play in absolute top company and shine. 

It Is sald that the NSW Hlawarra district had had a 
good run of weather — moreover the only two days in 
30 on which it rained were the two that Brazil 
appeared at Brandon Park. 

On those occasions a total of 12000 fans could 
reliably have been. expected. With atrocious weather 
this was reduced to 4000. 

But If club officials cry over these circumstances 
they do so in private, and In public they shrug off their 
concerns. 

So far this season the games have had the sus- 
pense-drawing attraction of some topsy-turvy 
results. 

Champions Apia, with one of outstanding squads 
going around and complete with tremendous depth, 
have had to face the fact that they were held score- 
less against both Footscray JUST and Sunshine 
George Cross. 

St George, the 1987 grand final winners, are 
another strong unit not to have settled in. 

A 3-1 loss to Wollongong City was followed by 
their handing Adelaide City a 6-0 hiding, and then 
they lost right at the end 2-1 to Melbourne Croatia. 

“Not to mention Preston Makedonia, a favoured 
side in the second half of last season, who this year 
have not picked up a league goal and stand on four 
points. 

And Adelaide City, with as much class In their side 
as probably any other in the NSL ... what have they 
achieved? 

One point out of six and in last position, but it is 
Impossible to believe that Zoran Matic will not have 
them on the warpath shortly. 

Wollongong City can pride themselves with an 
early lead on the league. 

It Is difficult to reach the heights. The Wolves will 
find out how hard it is to stay there. 

Looking a little down the track, the clubs who find 
their ranks depleted by absence of players for the 
Olympic Games or the Bicentennial Gold Cup could 
have a hard row to hoe. 

No-one knows when Injury will strike and apart 
from that, a continual run of international and club 
games can deaden reaction times. 

Looking at the main frontline players, there Is 
some solace for most teams in that no NSL club has 
an overwhelming number of players at call. 

Sydney Croatia has Graham Arnold, Wally Savor 
and Graham Jennings. 

Other clubs such as Melbourne Croatia (Jeff Olver, 
Alan Davidson), Brunswick Juventus (Gary McDo- 
wall, Mike Petersen), and Marconi (Frank Farina and 
Tom McCulloch) will be under pressure. 

Many other aspects go into the creation of 
champlonship-winning teams — fitness, individual 
and combined skills, tactics, enthusiasm and will to 
win. 

This weekend will again see some excellent 
crowds, led by South Melbourne-Marconi in a dou- 
bie-header with Brunswick Juventus-Sydney Olym- 
pic at Olympic Park. 

And the Sydney Croatia fans should turn out in 
droves at Edensor Park for the potentially spine- 
tingling Apia Leichhardt clash. 


SUPER EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOUR 


THE trip of a lifetime to witness matches in the 
forthcoming European Football Championships is 
available through Profi Tours in Sydney. 

The trip covers 18 nights and availablility of tickets 
is limited. 

Group 1 and Group 2 matches take place in Ger- 
many, and tickets are included for games including 
the semi-finals and final. 

The package includes a free return ticket from 
Germany to most European capitals. 

The European Championships runs from June 11/ 
26. 

Contact Michael at Profi Tours Tel. (02) 438 2977 
Fax (02) 436 2000. 

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime to see top 
footbail. 
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FA rss —— Ase pase 


G: the difficulties with extremely rainy 


OF the three national coaches it is Frank Arok (centre) who goes into te firing line 

first, with the Olympic Games campaign beginning at the end of the month. Les 

Scheinflug (Youth team) is looking to the Australian Youth Championship is 
April, with the Oceania qualifying round in September/October. 

Vic Dalgleish (right) has his eye on the top youngsters for the next World under 16 


tities. 


17, ASB 
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MATCH NUMBERS 


34 | 37 | Supp. (29) 


MYSTERY 


COLUMNIST 


ASW’s mystery col- 
umnist begins with an 
offering that will tickle 
your palate next week. 

Be sure to book your 
ASW at your newsa- 
gent, for this and many 
more outstanding fea- 
tures. 


ISRAEL coach Milan 
Michic is allowing his 
squad a week in Austra- 
lia to acclimatise for 
their 


against Australia 
March 6. 


into insignificance com- 
pared to their build up. 


There’s no denying that 
our geographical location 
denies the opportunity of 
arranging a similar pro- 
gramme but if we were se- 
rious in our bid to get to 
Seoul, we could have 


WIN MULTIPLE DIVIDENDS 
WITH SYSTEMS ENTRIES 
By playing a Systems entry, you ensure every 
possiblecombination of your lucky numbers 
iscovered. Each System entry is the equivalent 
of the following Standard entries and pays 
multiple dividends as illustrated below. 


So join the winners and extend your Annual 
holidays, or take your Easter break early. But 
whatever you do — Beat the Odds — and get 
your Pools in! 


System 
Number 


Std. Game 
7 


Equivalent 
Games Played 


28 
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== 
= 

a= 
33 
z 


210 


burg, Dinamo Zagreb and 
Everton come out there by 


World Cup campaign, 
Australia’s dream of get- 


all means, the fans __ ting to Italy in 1990 could 
obviously want to see well become another 
them, but limit their nightmare similar to that of 
appearances to matches 1982. 


Dividend 


Winning Match 
Levels 
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N.S.W. CHALLENGE. CUP 3 


AWESOME EAGLES 


MELITA 2 
KU-RING-GAI 0 


MELITA Eagles be- 
came the second State 
League side to make 
sure of its place in the 
last 16 after beating 
Ku-Ring-Gai 2-0 at 
Melita Stadium last 
Friday night. 

It was a night to’ re- 
member for the home 
team supporters as their 
players stormed forward 
from the opening bell giv- 
ing Ku-Ring-Gai very little 
room to move. 

The visitors, expecting 

an onslaught and without 
an experienced centre- 
‘back, drew Craig Bass 
into the backline to coun- 
ter Greg Brown. David 
-Bennett was also moved 
into the backline and with 
Pepper, Petkovski and 
Kevern the side from the 
Sydney's Northern Sub- 
urbs was prepared to 
defend. 

And defend they did for 
most of the match with 
Ryan, Cowley and Cam- 
burn nibbling at anything 
that moved in midfield. 
Ryan was warned twice, 
then Cowley before Cam- 
burn was booked for 
some overenthusiastic 
tackling. 


No quarter was given 
as both sides continued 
to play at a furious pace 
with Nile from Ku-Ring- 
Gai and Meerbani and 
Callanan of Melita Eagles 
being booked and Bass 
receiving his marching 
orders after 53 minutes 
for some strong but late 
tackling. 

Bass, who marshalled 
his defence well and kept 
Melita scoreless, floored 
Wayne Farnsworth from 
behind in the 53rd minute 
and was sent off. 

Soon after an inexplic- 
able error by Ku-Ring-Gai 
defence led to Melita’s 
opening goal. A corner 
kick by Brown was 
headed by Callanan. It 
looked harmless enough 
as a wall of players stood 
in front of goal. Alas, the 
ball rolled over the line 
with at least one player 
missing an easy clear- 
ance. 

And while the visitors 
could complain about 
their luck in the 61st, 
there was little doubt ab- 
out the clincher which 
came from Farnsworth in 
the 77th. He bustled his 
way through two tackles 
before slamming his low 
drive wide of Lacey. 

Thrills and spills of this 
encounter were certainly 
the advertisment for the 


code as the woodwork 
shook on more then one 
occasion with players 
from both sides prepared 
to have a go. 

Meerbani went forward 
in the 9th, and cut across 
the area before slarnming 
a tremendous right footer 
which beat Lacey but re- 
bounded off the post. 
Only a minute later the 
same post shook as Rod- 
riguez played a 1-2 with 
McFadden then raced 
into the penalty area to 
fire a right footer which hit 
the foot of the post and 
bounced to safety. 

Camburn almost gave 
Ku-Ring-Gai the lead with 
his vicious drive which 
eluded McPherson but hit 
the crossbar and 
bounced back to the feet 
of Jeffery who failed to 
trap the ball! 

But Jeffery came close 
in the 45th as his header 
skimmed the crossbar 
before Melita assumed 
total control to subdue the 
visitors with some great 
teamwork and penetra- 
tion. 

MELITA EAGLES: McPher- 
son, Rodriguez, Meerbani, Wil- 
llams, Robertson, Callanan, 
McFadden, Farrugia, 
Farnsworth, Ortiz (Versi), 
Brown. 

KU-RING-GAI: Lacey, 
Kevern, Petkovski, Bass, Ben- 
nett, Pepper, Camburn, Ryan, 


YUGAL IN TROUBLE 


YUGAL, the new State 
League team, will find 
its way into the lower 
grade competition in 
one season unless its 
defence discovers 
new blood before the 
start of the season on 
February 28. 

Sure, Yugal dominated 
play, created chances 
and at times was pretty to 
watch, but its defence 
looked anything but 
strong enough to hold out 
the likes of Melita, Black- 
town and co. 

Without taking too 
much away from the nev- 
er say die attitude of 
North Bankstown, their 
side is far from a team 
that should have troubled 
Yugal. For long periods it 
was backpedalling and 
without serious intent in 
attack. 

Then, out of the blue 
and in its first forward 
foray, Gran Bard raced 
into the penalty area to 
accept a short chip only 
to be brought down by the 
Yugal keeper. The same 
player converted the re- 
sultant penalty kick to 
make it 1-0 to Bankstown. 

Long periods of Yugal 
pressure almost paid off 
in the 20th minute as 
Miokovic faced Hayes but 
could not find the net. 
Then in the dying 
seconds of the first half 
Zoran Beluzic rose to 
meet a corner kick from 
the right and it was 1-1. 

Card, then Beluzic mis- 
sed opportunities early in 
the second half before 
Bankstown scored again. 
Richard Cellarc scored 
after Gogic cleared an 
earlier effort by James. 

Some desperate de- 
fence coupled with some 
horrible misses by Ziras 
in the 71st, Beluzic with a 
header in the 72nd and 
Card with his header in 


the 77th kept the North 
ahead. 

Then an inexplicable 
mistake by Pinto gave 
Bankstown an unasail- 
able lead with one minute 


remaining. Cellarc inter- } 
cepted then found Bard in ” 


centrefield and some 35 
metres from goal. With 
two Yugal players on his 
heels, Bard was glad to 
see Pinto way out of his 
goal racing in to chal- 
lenge! Bard slipped the 
ball past the Yugal keep- 
er to celebrate his double 
and a deserved win. 


YUGAL: Pinto, Gogic, Mioko- 
vic (Pahor 24), Ziras, Tomasic, 
Coldarevic, Turkoglou, 
Tanovski, Card, Apostolides, 
Beluzic. 


NTH BANKSTOWN: Hayes, 
C.Poole, Gallagher, Tracey, 
Parry, Fraser, G.Poole, James, 
Bard, Charles 
Cellarc, 


KEN WILSON 


(Kingsford) 


. 


ILINDEN THROUGH 


ROCKDALE llinden, playing with a very strong 
wind at its back, subdued Kingsford Olympic 
during the first period to score two goals then 
Coast to victory in an entertaining second half. 

Kingsford Olympic with as many as five ex National 
League players in its ranks looked anything but ordin- 
ary against the much fancied Rockdale, but could not 
match its opponent in speed and team work. 

Laing, Griffiths, Svinos, Wilson and Gavin played for 
Kingsford in a line-up that looked almost distinctly like 
Sydney Olympic of a few years ago with young Alex 
Koussas and Psaorudis also in the side. 

But it was to no avail as this fast and well ogranised 
Rockdale Ilinden side probed from all angles with 
Stuart Porter, Steve Knight and Tony Genovese lead- 
ing the charge. 


Stewart Porter created an opening after 19 minutes 
which led to the first goal. He made some space on the 
left flank then crossed to the far post for Louis Dounis 
who should have scored but misscued. Genovese 
raced in to tap the ball just inside the post. . 


With two minutes remaining in the first Half Stewart 
Porter was at it again. His strong running, the feature of 
llinden’s game, found him with the ball some 25 metres 
from goal. His fierce drive left Psaroudis helpless as 
the ball flew into the bottom corner of the net. 


Patrick Rodas missed a sitter in the 45th, then Tony 


' Genovese faced the keeper late in the match but shot 


wide during an eventful second period with Kingsford 
never giving an inch. 


In fact Billy Griffiths almost scored in the 63rd. He 
was left alone some seven metres from goal as the 
cross came from the right side. His shot was low and 
accurate but a superb reflex effort by Keith Warren 
saved Ilinden. 

With this win llinden has guaranteed its spot in the 
last 16 teams from group A. 


ROCKDALE ILINDEN: Warren, Rodas, Pilovski, Boogard, Knight, 
Darlington, Nastoski (Souris 71st), Spirovski, Genovese, Porter, 
Dounis (Koussas 41st). 

KINGSFORD OLYMPIC: Psaroudis, Laing, Bachellor, Carey, Grif- 


" fiths, Wilson, Svinos, Lundy, Gavin, Gotses, A.Koussas. 


AN incredible downpour that has besieged Syd- 
ney for the last two weeks has threatened to 


Melita’s young dynamo — WAYNE FARNSWORTH (white shirt) In control. 


ALEX VESIC 
reports 


TABLE: 

ILINDEN .... 

KINGSFORD 

CANTERBURY 

SUTHERLAND 
To be played: 

Wednesday night at Seymour Shaw Park: 

7pm Canterbury - Rockdale Ilinden 

8pm Kingsford - Sutherland 


=200 


Group B: 

Melita Eagles - North Bankstown 2-0, Yugal - Kuringai 
2-2, Melita - Kuringai 2-0, Nth Bankstown - Yugal 3-1, 
TABLE: 


6 

NTH BANKSTOWN 3 

YUGAL ... 1 

KU-RING-G 1 
To be played: 


Friday, 19th February at Melita Stadium: 
7pm Ku-Ring-Gai - Nth Bankstown, 
8pm Yugal - Melita Eagles 


GROUP C: 

Fairy Meadow - Canberra 4-1, Inter Monaro - Wol- 
longong 3-1. Canberra - Wollongong Mac (pp), Inter 
Monaro - Fairy Meadow (pp). 


TABLE: : 
FAIRY MEADOW. 41 3 
INTER MONARO 13 
W'GONG MAC 1-30 
CANBERRA... 1-4 0 


To be played at Marco Polo Ground on Wednesday 
17th February: 
6.30pm Canberra Griffins - Inter Monaro 
Towradgi Park, Wednesday, 17thFebruary: 
6pm Wollongong Macedonia - Fairy Meadow 
To be played on Saturday 20th of February at Tow- 
radgi Park: 
6pm Canberra Griffins - Wollongong Macedonia 
7.45pm Fairy Meadow - Inter Monaro 


CONCORD 


When John Stamos raced through following a great 
ball by Zlatko Arambasic in the 14th only to be foiled by 
Craig Burchmore, it was evident that Canterbury was 
teady to shake off the ‘blues’ of the previous week and 
go all out for a three pointer. 

Craig Hill missed one for Sutherland soon after then 
an error by Terry saw Andromidas race through to 
round Burchmore but hit the side netting. 

Renato Licata’s superb through ball found Zlatko 
Arambasic in full flight 12 minutes into the second half 
and Burchmore was beaten as the young striker hit an 
unstoppable left footer into the roof of the net. 

Three minutes later Arambasic returned the favour 
by sliding his through ball for Licata who raced into the 
penalty area to face Burchmore but could not find the 
net. 

Canterbury paid dearly for the miss as a Daryl Sharp 
foray five minutes later saw the two teams level peg- 
ging. Sharp raced to the byeline then cut back for 
Robert Seller to slam the ball into the net, 1-1. 

Burchmore and Angelis made some fine saves to- 
wards the end as both sides tried in vain to get the 
three pointer. 

CANTERBURY: Burchmore, Seller, Burrows, Terry, Nelson, Par- 
sons, Meades, Ward, Sharp, Hill(Lerond 50th), Caban. 

SUTHERLAND: Angelis, George, Hantzis, Vandarakis, Callanan, 
Zulj, Andromidas, Stamos, Arambasic, Kalogeras, Licata. 


JUNIORS 


Inter Urban Division 2 


PLAYERS REQUIRED 


First and Second Grade 
Training Sundays 9am 
February 14 and 21 
at Greenlees Park Concord 
For further information 


disrupt the qualifying rounds of the NSW Chal- 
lenge Cup. 

Only five games were played in the second round 
with five being postponed due to unfit grounds. 

And so far only Melita Eagles and Rockdale Ilinden 
are assured of places in the last 16. 

It is difficult to deny Blacktown City and Uruguayan 
Penrith after their resounding first round victories, as 
well as an improved Inter Monaro as certain qualifiers, 
but so far only two teams have been assured of making 
the last 16. 

Melita Eagles was awesome in its display against a 
robust Kuringai side winning after two late goals at 
Melita Stadium, whilst Rockdale linden was methodi- 
cal in its approach to the game against Kingsford, also 
winning by 2-0. 

It is now almost certain that the qualifying rounds will 
be completed after lan Holmes reshuffled the post- 
poned matches to the satisfaction of most clubs. 


The results so far: 


GROUP A: 

Kingsford - Canterbury 2-0, Rockdale linden - Suther- 
land 3-0, Sutherland - Canterbury 1-1, Rockdale Ilin- 
den - Kingsford 2-0. 


contact Jeff Taylor 


645 1140 (H) 
or 736 6976 (B) 
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How S M Hellas 


won the 1988 
Buffalo Cup 


AT the final whistle the 
joy was unashamed. 

Thousands of blue and 
white clad fans converged 
from all sides of the ground 
and the chants of ‘‘Hellas, 
Hellas” hung in the night 
air for a full hour after the 
game. 

The Buffalo Gold Cup in 
1988 was going home to 
Middle Park and the mas- 
sed banners, scarfs and 
flags of the Hellas hordes 
were there to tell the rest of 
Olympic Park just that. 

Three goals in a devas- 
ting nine-minute first half 
burst had stamped the 
name South Melbourne 
Hellas indelibly on the cup 
for the second time. 

And although opponent 
Preston Makedonia co- 
vered itself in glory by 
fighting back to 3-1 and 
making a game of it, the 
Hellas bandwagon, once it 
was rolling, wasn't going 
to be halted on its big night. 

Duel penalty goal hero 
Angie Postecoglou 
rushed to embrace his 
girlfriend, the youngsters 
in the team couldn't stifle 
the smiles and the older 
heads just sang and sang 
and sang again. 

The celebrations, 
aleady in full swing by the 
time the Hellas players 
teached the Olympic Park 
dressing rooms last 
Wednesday night, ex- 
pected to continue back at 
Middle Park into the wee 
small hours. 

The question now is 
who, if anyone, will stop 
this delectably talented 
South Melbourne outfit. 

It's taken six unbeaten 
games (and one trophy) in 
league and two cups to 
prove the Hellas revival is 
no fluke. 

Now it’s up to the 
opposition to stem the tide; 
but how does one stop a 
tidal wave? 

Preston Makedonia is a 
fine team but Hellas took 


this fourth Buffalo Cup © 


Final by the scruff of the 
neck inside half an hour 


and  Makedonia was 
rattled. 
South Melbourne’s 


breathless 100mph style 
defies conventional defini- 
tion — they just come out 
firing on all cylinders from 
the kick off as if they'd 
been shot from a pistol. 

In the Buffalo Cup final 
— at least before half time 
— Hellas made Preston 
look ponderous and pre- 
dictable, and that’s some 
achievement. 

“We won it in the first 
half — our first 45 minutes 


was unbelievable,” ex- 
claimed Hellas coach 
Brian Garvey. 


“Give Preston credit be- 
cause they never gave up 
but my lads played even 
better than | thought they 
could.” 

If Garvey was surprised 
the 8000-plus crowd at 
headquarters for the final 
was thrilled. 

Let off the leash at the 
kick-off, Hellas went at 
Makedonia with _ irresist- 
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able force and was re- 
warded with a 31st minute 
lead when Paul Trimboli 
thundered past Phil 
Traianedes only to have 
Bill Piculovski bring him 


down and concede a 
penalty. 
Postecoglou, _ possibly 


one of the best attacking 
defenders in the country, 
knocked away the spot- 
kick for 1-0. 

Just three minutes later 
Peter Tsolakis, in for his 
memorable first full game 
in the blue and white, sped 
onto a through ball and 
was impeded in his run by 
George Jolevski inside the 
area and courageous re- 
feree Mike Gaut awarded 
penalty number two. 

Again Postecoglou 
tucked the ball away but 
admitted after the game 
that “l was far more ner- 
vous with the second 


penalty. 
“It was a real mind 
game — | kept wondering 


what he (the goalkeeper) 
was thinking,” the beam- 
ing Postecoglou said. 


Makedonia, although 
stunned by the force of the 
Hellas blast, fought back 
only to see a Steve Smith 
header stopped by Con 
Giatas and away went the 
Hellas machine once 
again. 

Paul Wade to Paul Fos- 
ter, the latter ducks and 
weaves his way toward the 
goal line and cuts back for 
Steve Tasios to make it 3- 
0. 


BOBBY RUSSELL 


holds the Cup. Photo — 
Des Papp 
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Four minutes before the 
break Preston pulled a 
goal back when Jolevski 
slipped a ball in from the 
right and Smith smashed 
the ball home from a tight 
angle. 


Makedonia coach Ernie 
Merrick made the cursory 
changes that might have 


swung the game at 
another time against 
another team — Slikas 


coming in for Brian and Di- 
movski moving up front. 

And to their credit Make- 
donia fought the game out 
and might have pressed 
Hellas to the finish had not 
David Healy made a timely 
tackle to stop Steve Go- 
jevic from scoring just after 
half time. 

As it was the night be- 


longed to Hellas and its — 


stars Bobby Russell, Trim- 
boli, Postecoglou and the 
rest. 


That club's sixth night 
cup victory (4 Ampol Cup 
and 2 Buffalo Cups) is in 
sharp contrast to Peston’s 
recent record of four lost fi- 
nals in as many years. 

The dreadfully disap- 
Pointed Makedonia 
change room was not the 
Place to be last Wednes- 
day night. 

Makedonia defender 
Steve Jackson summed it 
up in saying “‘they ran us 
into the ground.” 

SOUTH MELBOURNE HEL- 
LAS: Glatas, Healy, Blair, Rus- 
sell,  Postecoglou, —_ Foster, 
Tasios, Wade, Tsolakis, Wright 
(Fernandez 62m), —_Trimboll. 
Coach: Brian Garvey. 

PRESTON MAKEDONIA: 
Tralanedes, Roodhouse, Jack- 
son, Piculovski, Opasinis 
(McLennon 84m), Jolevski (Pet- 
rov 69m), Stewart, Gojevic, DI- 
movski, Brian (Slifkas 46m), 
Smith. Coach: Ernie Merrick. 

Referee: M Gaut Crowd: 
8367. 


SWIFT action by police 
stopped a relatively 
minor crowd disturb- 
ance from escalating 
into possible violence 
at Olympic Park in Mel- 
bourne last Wednes- 
day night. 

A contingent of Victo- 
rian Police officers were 
forced to move between 
angry Soccer suppor- 
ters to quell any 
Possibility of the two 
factions coming into 
contact. 


The trouble occurred 
at the end of the Buffalo 
Gold Cup final, as victo- 
rious South Melbourne 


SC ‘ 
Se P ne 


POLICE HANDLE UPROAR 


Hellas. supporters 
poured out from the 
Punt Road side of the 


stadium to celebrate 
with their team on the 
ground. 


As the estimated 1,500 
Hellas fans waved flags 
and chanting Preston fans 
continued to trade in- 
sults until South Mel- 
bourne players led the 
group into the middle of 
the ground and out of 
range of the missiles. 


Any attempts by fans 
to climb the six-foot wire 


The triumphant South Melbourne Buffalo Cup 


PETER ‘TSO- 


fence which divided the 
groups were quickly 
stopped by police. 


“From a police point 
of view there were only a 
few minor scuffles,” a 
police spokesman told 
ASW. 


“The end result is that 
three people will be 
charged with minor off- 
ences for discharging 
weapons.” 


A journalist colleague 
unintentionally finished 
up in the thick of the ac- 


eo ets 


squad. Pic — Des Papp 


y 


tion and said the scene: 
reminded him more o 
“what you might expec 
to see in Europe.” 


“At the end of the 
game there was at leas 
the police officers anc 
two mounted officers 
separating two large 
groups of vociferous 
young supporters or 
either side of Swar 
Street”, the scribe ex 
plained. “The police fol 
lowed until the crowc 
dispersed.” 

— ROD BOWLES 


‘WELCOME PETER’ 
proclaimed the enor- 
mous banner and the 
fanatical South Mel- 
bourne Hellas fans did 
just that. 

Middle Park can be the 
most inhospitable of 
places at times but for 
Peter Tsolakis it was just 
like coming home when he 
appeared on the South 
Melbourne Hellas team 
sheet for the first time 10 
days ago. 

Tsolakis hadn't even 
kicked a ball in anger for 
South Melbourne when he 
was accorded the warm 
welcome by the Hellas 
faithful during their home 
game with Melbourne 
Croatia. 

Named as reserve for 
the game the pint-sized 
former Heidelberg dyna- 
mo was accorded chants 
of ‘Tso-lakis, Tso-lakis” 
for the duration of the 
game and his second half 
appearance from _ the 
bench drew the biggest 
cheer of the day from the 
5000 fans. 

For South Melbourne's 
recent $25,000 signing it 
was a memorable day. 

“| was very happy about 
the way the crowd really 
accepted me like that,” 
Tsolakis told ASW. 

“| had other offers to go 
elsewhere but I’m glad | 
chose South Melbourne 
after that welcome. 
=  ‘“l guess its because I'm 

a Greek boy going to a big 
= Greek club like Hellas.” 
Tsolakis displays enor- 
_ mous modesty if he be- 
| lives it's his Greek herit- 
age which sparked the 
_ fans’ welcome. 


The signing of Tsolakis 
is seen as the icing on the 
Hellas cake at a club in tur- 
moil for much of last year. 

His arrival caps an 
amazing revival of for- 
tunes for Hellas and it is he 


and the rest of the vibrant, 
young Middle Park squad 
who are expected to keep 
the club at or near the top 
for the next few years. 


“After two years of 
struggle at Heidelberg 
what | really want is suc- 
cess and hopefully we'll 
win something this sea- 
son,"" were the somewhat 
Prophetic remarks of the 
newest Hellas star on the 
eve of the Buffalo Gold 
Cup final. 


Tsolakis was in the star- 
ting line-up for that glo- 
rious cup triumph last 
Wednesday night and in 
just over two hours (includ- 
ing a short run as 3ub 
against Croatia) as a Hellas 
player Tsolakis had 
already scored a winner's 
medal. 


“I_know | can achieve 
something with this club 
and | know | an do it this 
year,” he said. 

. “It starts with the Buffalo 
Cup and having won that | 
think we can go on.”’ 

“With the introduction of 
the new players there is 
such a great atmosphere 
down here and everyone 
is jsut so keen to do well.” 


1988 might be the last 
chance Tsolakis has of 


winning an NSL winner's . 


medal. 

Like most of Australia’s 
young stars he’s keen to 
try for a full-time career 
and he leaves for trials in 
Greece in August. 

“PAOK wanted me to 


. trial there at the start of this 


year but | wasn’t ready at 
that stage,’ he explained. 
“Hopetully | might get a 


club when I'm over there at 


the end of this year.” 


“My main ambition at 
this time is to win some- 
thing with Hellas and 
hopetiully, if I'm up to stan- 
dard, get a run in the natio- 


nal team.” 


PETER TSOLAKIS — welcomed. 


versity of NSW Soccer 


NSW State League 
Second Division 


PLAYERS FOR ALL 
GRADES WANTED 


Training at Little Bay Oval, 
Little Bay — Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday at 7pm 

For more information: 


Craig Brooker 662 7000 
Shankar 349 8739 


Tony Vrzina Needs 
More Topliners 


ST ALBANS will be struggling for survival this 
season unless two experienced campaigners can 
be found shortly, according to coach Tony Vrzina. 


“Clubs below us last 
season like Oakleigh and 
newcomers Bulleen and 
Ringwood have been 
strengthening their 
squads, but we have lost 
players and picked up no- 
one. 

“We really wanted 
Polonia player-coach Rob 
Nelson because of his ex- 
perience but he wanted to 
coach and play but unfor- 
tunately Ringwood City 
stepped in and gave him 
the offer he wanted other- 
wise he would have been 
content to just play with 
us,” Vrzina said. 

Sweeper Robert Kra- 
jacic has created confu- 
sion at the club due to 
newspaper reports claim- 
ing Bulleen signed him for 
$3000 but Krajacic has de- 
nied the claims to the club. 
Either way his services will 
be halted for a few months 
because of a groin opera- 
tion. ; 

Another loss is right- 
back Goran Runje who 
has trained with Croydon 
City without the club’s per- 
mission. In reaction Vrzina 
said Runje will indefinitely 


be suspended for his 
doings that’s if he 
returns. 


To make matters worse, 
experienced midfielder, 
Neal Batinovic has not 
reappeared since leaving 
the club mid-last season 
and Vrzina is resigned to 
losing him. 


On a positive note much 
sought after striker Dennis 
Morovic, the State 
League's leading 
goalscorer last season, is 
staying put after a brief but 


unsuccessful venture to 
NSL force Sydney 
Croatia. 


Also veteran midfielder, 
Branko Colina has de- 
cided to play on for one 
more season to help the 
club in its time of need and* 
he will also be coaching 
the reserves. 

One player that is de- 
finitely a blow is ex- 
pereinced midfielder Mark 
Wilson, who has been 
granted permission to 
train with Green Gully and 
his transfer fee of $6000 is 
inflexible if Gully want his 
services, Vzina said. 


Terry Hennessey 
_ontenterhooks 


at Heidelberg 


NEW HEIDELBERG coach, Terry Hennessey isn’t 
about to get too excited over his team’s recent 
crushing victories over top State League sides, 
Polonia and Fawkner in the Buffalo Cup. 


Hennessey said the team at his disposal will be very 
competitive, but talk of a Heidelberg championship is 
premature because a few more players are needed. 

A back-upkeeper for Paul Ford, a left-back and a cen- 
tral defender are required to give the side a formidable 
look, said Hennessey. 


Obvioulsy, Heidelberg will miss the likes of Theo Sele- 
midis, Chris Ketsakidis, Jeff Olver, Peter Tsolakis, Alan 
Hunter and Lawrie McKinna and the calibre of such play- 
ers will not be easily replaced. 


However, Heidelberg has been negotiating with seve- 
ral players; Willie Rayne, 23, a striker with English 
League experience at Rotherham and locally, Steve 
Douglas, Gully’s transfer-listed defender, Gully striker 
Danny Ward, defender Paul Harris, Caulfield City’s 
Rothman's Gold Medallist and former Derby County and 
Melbourn Croatia keeper, Yaka Banovic. 


Hennessey said he doesn’t know at what stage the 
negotiations are at the moment, and probably won’t 
know for another couple of weeks. 


He added the player situation is “topsy-turvy” at 


present but neverthe less, the current squad will acquit 
itself very well in an expected strong competition. 


VLADO VLAHOVIC 


SURVEYS VICTORIAN 


STATE LEAGUE 


back at | 
West. Subs 


FOR Western Suburbs, 
the difference between 
relegation and survival 
lies in signing a midfiel- 
der and a striker. 

Both are desperately 
needed if the club is to 
avoid the big drop, accor- 
ding to club president Sam 
Kagiouglou. 

Although the club re- 
tained the services of last 
season's equal leading 
goalscorer Darren Tuck 
and important players Bill 
Hamill,a defender or mid- 
fielder, and experienced 
sweeper Steve Dimovski, 
all of whom have signed 
one-year contracts, these 
players alone cannot be 
expected to shoulder the 
burden. 

Suburbs are well aware 
of their plight, so positive 
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Ally Dick's free-kick beats the Broadmeadow wall and goalkeeper. Dick is 
the Oakleigh line-up. 


action has been _insti- 
gated. Negotiations with 
an Irish forward with first 
division experience are 
taking place. 


From red to glory 


POLONIA TO STRUGGLE 


POLONIA have lost seven players from last year's championship eleven and 
the proposed positive merger with Provisional League club Melton was 
quashed unanimously by its 120 member committee (because members 
feared a loss of identity) and to make things worse the club is wallowing 


deeply in the “red”. 
Ringwood 
relieson_ 

een mses 


RINGWOOD CITY has 
once again been pro- 
moted to State League 
status after another 
season in the lower 
leagues and _player/ 
coach Rob Nelson in- 
tends to finally consoli- 
date its position after 
10 years of struggling 
to stay in the State’s 
top competition. 

Nelson said all of last 
year’s squad has been re- 
tained with the exception 
of midfielder Brian Keenen 
who left to join Bulleen. 

The club has signed no- 
one new at this stage but is 
looking at six or seven 
mainly local, experienced 
Players in their bid to stay 
in higher company. 

Training with the club 
are Box Hill midfielder 
Andy Hughes, Nunawad- 
ing striker Chris Middle- 
mast and Irish import John 
Corevan, an attacking 
midfielder from first divi- 
sion club Newry Town, 
who has a beautiful left- 
foot strike, according to 
Nelson. 

Nelson is confident 
these players will sign and 
in his eyes they will be the 
foundation needed in its 
aim for consolidation, as 
well as keeper Ric Jans- 
sen who Nelson rates as 
equal in ability to any other 
keeper in the State 
League. 


Amidst all the gloom 
new coach Jim Mcintyre 
remains optimistic. Mcin- 
tyre has tasted success as 
@ coach between 1981-85 


Kagiouglou is unwilling 
to release the name of the 
player until he is officially a 
Western Suburbs man. 

Kagiouglou is keeping 
his options open and will 
also. chase ex-Sunshine 


machilis and Alex Mar- 
shall who are training at 
George Cross and Oak- 
leigh respectively will re- 
turn to the club because 


when he lead Broad- both players are not cer- 
meadows from the lower tain losses. 
leagues to the State Striker Greg Warzawski 


league. He also coached 
Sunshine City with distinc- 
tion between 1970-78. 
Mcintyre’s job appears 
extremely tough with the 
mass player exit .. . player 
coach Rob Nelson, striker 
Kees Storm, big men Alex 
Marshall and Aki Kotza- 
machilij, Gordon Flavell, 
captain Gerry Bennett and 
experienced import Jan 


was leading goalscorer 
early last season but a 
broken leg side-lined him 
for the rest of the season. 
Mcintyre said Warzawski 
is like a new recruit and 
should be 100 per cent fit 
for the March 5 kick-off. 
Polonia has not been 
active in the transfer mar- 
ket because of its con- 
siderable debt and vice- 


Wyeslak who was re- president Ugene  Snop- 
turned to Poland. kowski said getting out of 
Mcintyre is hopeful, the “red” will be its main 


though, giants Aki Kotza- 


aim. 


George Cross and Wrex- 
ham striker Andy Ed- 
wards, who starred for 
Suburbs in a stint last sea- 
son which saw him net 
eight goals on as many 
games. He is currently 


in the Maltese first division. 


an important cog in 


Finally, Kagiouglou is 
pleased to have long-stan- 
ding coach for the past four 
years, Jim Condalis, back 
at the club after Condalis 
took a break from the 
game for most of last 
season. 


Croydon’s Retirements 


CROYDON City is another club aiming just to 
survive this season where six teams instead of 
the usual two will be relegated as part of VSF’s 
radical restructuring plan. 

Although it's hard to imagine the former champions 
going down with successful coach Miron Bleiberg at 
the helm, the club however is taking a new-look with 
more young players than jn the past. 

Croydon has lost keeper Keith Waterman, veterans 
Jim Tansey (involved in coaching only this season), 
Gary Cole and Steve Beech, retired, plus striker David 
Brogan also Jim Nelson and Alex Livingstone. 

into the squad arrives sweeper Paul Langsbury from 
Oakleigh, Gordon Flarell from Polonia, Andy Humble 
from Melbourne Croatia and young Coran Runje, a 
$1000 buy from St. Albans. 

Croydon are also negotiating with Melbourne 
Croatia's Jim Campbell and Dave Mcintosh, Fawk- 
ner’s Peter Verrechiu and giant Polonia defender Aki 
Kotzamachily is another possibility. 

The present keeper is young Nobille Carado, Austra- 
lia's goalie in the U/16 World Cup in China but Bleiburg 
is keeping tabs on Box Hill keeper Bill McNally and 
Preston reserve keeper Stuart Lee because of their 
obvious experience value. 

Beiburg’s immediate aim is to survive, but he hopes 
the new-look team will check and maybe even push for 
a finals berth. 


Oakleigh Seeks 


Star Qualities 


OAKLEIGH coach, Takis Svingos aims to build 
up a strong outfit over next couple of weeks 
based around four main players including, Peter 
Vardaxis, Ally Dick:, Jimmy Ross and John 
Gusic. 

During the close season Oakleigh lost striker Steve 
Irvine, sweeper Paul Langsbury, defender John Cum- 
mings and Chris Kalifitdis. 

To fill the holes, Oakleigh are negotiating with striker 
Carl Gilder and Noel Mitten both from Sunshine 
George Cross also Blacktown’s Joe Carroll and West- 
ern Suburbs keeper Spiro Kardamitsis. 

Suingos believes the inclusion of these players com- 
bined with his main four, might just be a successful 
formula and with a bit of luck a place in the top four he 
hopes. 

Suingos added, the club has money to spend unlike 
many others in the League . 


Fawkner’s Investment 


FAWKNER’S dream of gaining promotion to the 
NSL is still alive and make no mistake about it 
coach, Frank McKaleer will be trying his best to 
turn the dream into reality. 

The Italian-backed side finished equal third last sea- 
son and were pressing NSL authorities to be Victoria's 
representative in the play-offs for a place in top com- 
pany when champions Polonia announced it couldn't 
take up the opportunity due to a poor financial state. 

It's history now Fawkner’s proposal was rejected but 
the club aims to go one better and win the title outright 
to avoid any further rejection. 

To achieve its dream Fawkner must overcome major 
threat Heidelberg United and it has already succumbed 
to the might of the former NSL side being crushed 4-1 

+ in the Buffalo Cup recently. 

But Fawkner coach McKaleer said the drubbing had 
no bearing what-so-ever considering they only trained 
for a week and were only at half-strength. Heidelberg, 
on the contrary, trained together for much longer and 
McKaleer warns that life will be much tougher for 
Heidelberg once the real stuff begins. 

Threatening to shatter the dream was the loss of 
important players, central defender, Caesar Fattore, 
winger Bruno Gassala to Caulfield City also Peter 
Verrechia and Rob Mancuelli on the transfer list. 

But into the team comes young Box Hill defender 
Dean Hennessey for $3500 and Sunbury best and 
fairest Geoge Knajovski, a midfielder who cost $3000. 

However, the club’s best signing is probably Kees 
Storm, Polonia’s ace striker who was gratefully 
obtained as a free-agent. 

McKaleer views Storm's signing as an important link 
with renowned front-runner Doug Brown and the pair 


<s_will send defender’s hearts-reeling. 
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WIDE NET BEING CAST 
FOR YOUNG ROOS 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


STAGING of the next World Youth Cup in Saudi Arabia from January 8 next 
has galvanised the Australian Soccer Federation and coach Les Scheinflug 


into swift action. 


“Normally we would be 
working on a two year 
cycle, but the early staging 
of the competition means 
we have less than a year to 
finalise and prepare our 
squad,” coach Schein- 
flug said. 

All states will soon re- 
ceive requests to make 
early preparations. 

Scheinflug expects to 
check over the squads of 
N.S.W., Victoria and 
Queensland personally. 

NSL and State League 
coaches and directors of 
coaching will be asked to 
recommend any players of 
quality who may miss 
selection for their states. 

Most of those who will 
be vying for selection will 
be on view at the National 
Championships, to be 
held at Parklea from April 
ran 

The players have to be 
born after August 1, 1969. 

Only one player from the 


1987 squad in Chile qual- 
ifies by age for 1989. 

He is John Markovski of 
Sunshine George Cross. 
Scheinflug said: “Il ex- 
pect John will improve 
further due to his con- 
tinued exposure in the 
NSL. 


“Normally | can count 
on fielding six or seven 
NSL players, but this year 
it seems that | will have 
very few. 

“Exposure to top level 
football is a vital compo- 
nent in selecting a first 
class squad. 

“This must be the big- 
gest challenge | have ever 
faced. 

Two players who meet 
the age requirements and 
are appearing in the NSL 
are Sydney Olympic’s 
specialist left-back Steve 
Georgakis and impressive 
St George _right-winger 
Zoran llic. 

Others will no doubt 


emerge, just as they have 
in the past, but preparation 
time is short. 

Qualification should 
take place following suc- 
cess in the Oceania 
Tournament. 

This could be held in Fiji 
next September. 

It is not known wheather 
Israel will participate. If 
they do not then Australia 
will have another battle 


royal against the New 
Zealanders. 

Winning through would 
be one thing. 


_ The other would be to 
gain experience on a suit- 
able tour to sharpen up the 
Players, preferably over a 
3/4 week period. 

The Australian Soccer 
Federation will no doubt 
be closely examining its 
resources to see what can 
be done, if the Australian 
side winds a place in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Double Bill 


on Wednesday 


at Parramatt 


APIA’s 1-0 West End NSL win over Sydney Olym- 


pic is history and not in question, but as usual Cup 
football is a one-off affair where form on the day is 
of paramount importance. 


ASW’s newest capture — LEN McKENDRY, will 
hold nothing back In his column. 


put him amongst the 
scorers. 

This is likely to be his 
opportunity, as Brisbane 
Lions will be making their 
second Sydney trip in four 
days. 

Lions’ loss by 3-1 to 
Olympic on Sunday could 
deflate them a little, and 
they will need to get an 
early grip to be in with a 


McKendry 
joins ASW 


VICTORIA’s most 
successful coach of 
the last decade, Len 
McKendry, has signed 
for ASW. 

McKendry, current 
coach of leading NSL 
team Brunswick Juventus, 
will write a regular column 


beginning in ASW next 
week. 
McKendry has _pre- 


viously coached Heidel- 
berg, South Melbourne 
Hellas, Melbourne Croatia 
and Green Gully and taken 
each of these clubs to 
vearying degrees of 
success. 

His list of credits include 
a Top Four Cup with 
Heidelberg in 1980, a 
Southern Division and 
NSL title with South Mel- 
bourne Hellas in 1984 and 
league honours in succes- 
sive season with Hellas 
and Juventus. 


chance. 

Vedran Rozic’s deci- 
sion to bring Tony Krslovic 
into the side was well justi- 
fied when he scored twice 
in Melbourne against 
Preston. 

It looks like a Croatia vic- 


McKendry's_ stint as 


tory, as their late com- 
mencement of the sea- 
son's training appears to 
be now behind them. 


Coach Rale Rasic must 
be wishing that a pelvic in- 
jury had not interrupted 
Alex Bundalo’s career in 
the Apia midfield. 

His drive would have 
been of great benefit in this 
encounter. 

Apia is sure to put the 
concerns of the totally un- 
expected loss to Sunshine 
George Cross out of mind, 
and display the tightness 
in defence that has be- 
come its hallmark. 

Olympic coach Eddie 
Thomson was thrilled by 
the 3-1 win over Brisbane 
Lions and has _ the 
opportunity to blood one or 
other or both of his 1988 
Young Socceroo signings, 
Jason Polak and John 
Koch. 

Certainly New Zealan- 
ders Robert Ironside and 
Clint Gosling will be in the 
line-up. 

Olympic is inclined to 
play a more adventurous 
brand of football, and there 


SOUTHERN DISTRICTS UNITED 


NSW State League Third Division 


FIRST GRADE 
PLAYERS REQUIRED 


yx Match fees and bonuses available to 
suitable applicants. 
x Assistant coach and managers also 
required. 
CONTACT: Coach John Trgetaric 602 4928 
Secretary Rob Neesam 604 8504 


ZORAN ILIC — impressive 
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is just the chance that for- 
tune will favour the brave. 


Slater needs 
those goals 


Robbie Slater is shin- 
ing but the goals aren’t 
flowing. 

He has proved in the 
past that the right service, 
with not too much overhit- 
ting from the defence, can 


PLAYER 
PROFILE 


BEACH FASHIONS CUP 


TONIGHT WED. FEBRUARY 17 
PARRAMATTA STADIUM 
Syd. Olympic v Apia Leichhardt 6.30pm 
Syd. Croatia v Brisbane Lions 8.15pm 
OLYMPIC PARK 
Brunswick Juventus v Footscray 7.30pm 
WED. FEBRUARY 24 
South Melbourne v Adelaide City 7.30pm 


NAME: Robert Wheatley 


MARRIED: Yes to Joanne 
CAR: Camira 


HOLIDAY RESORT: Fiji 
MUSIC: Heavy Rock/Roll 


DRINK: Bourbon/Coke 


overseas 


in favour of them. 
Youth Cup Sydney 1981. 


3 years earlier 


ROBERT 
WHEATLEY 


BIRTHPLACE and DATE: Caringbah, Sydney 
HEIGHT and WEIGHT: 5'11" 76kg 


NICKNAME: Wheaters, Wombat 

PREVIOUS CLUBS: Blacktown City 

OCCUPATION: PE Teacher 

FAVOURITE PLAYER: Paul Wade, Peter Raskopoulos 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: Tennis, swimming 
FAVOURITE GROUND: Olympic Park 


FAVOURITE POSITION: Sweeper 
ACTOR/ESS: Burt Reynolds, Goldie Hawn 
MOVIE: Recently “Top Gun” 

TV SHOW: Don't get time due to training 
DISH: Lasagne, roast dinner 


LIKES: Being on the team sheet every week, travelling 


DISLIKES: Bus trips, pre-season training. 
INTERNATIONAL GAMES: 


MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: Aust v Argentina World 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Not coming to Marconi 2/ 


WORST INJURY: None to date, 3 weeks out in 1985. 
MOST PROMISING TEAMMATE: Tony Henderson. 
HARDEST OPPONENT: Chris Kalantzis 

FAVOURITE ALL TIME PLAYERS: Franz Beckenbauer 
BOOT TYPE: The sponsor's 

BEST WORLD XI: Banks, Beckenbauer, Moore, Cabrini, 
Scirea, Socrates, Platini, Tardelli, Pele, Maradona. a 
AMBITIONS FOR 88: To have a slightly better year and 
more games for Aust than in 1986. 

LONG-TERM AMBITIONS: Financial security, keeping 
long term friends from the game. 


state coach will always be 
remembered as one of the 
most successful in Victor- 
ia’s history. 

In a two year period 
McKendry coached the 
Vics to wins against the 
likes of Partizan Belgrade, 
AEK Athen and Red Star 
Belgrade as well as a nar- 
row 2-3 loss to New York 
Cosmos in front of 29,000 
fans at Olympic Park. 

Like the man himself, 
McKendry will pull no pun- 
ches in his weekly column. 


FORMER SOCCEROO SKIPPER JOHN WARREN 
TAKES UP THE CUDGELS 


THE Winfield Socceroos splendid performance 
against Dinamo Zagreb at Parramatta Stadium 
was a real confidence booster for Australian Soc- 
cer with the vital Olympic qualifiers just around 


the corner. 


Kossie shoved it down 
his many critics throats 
with a dream two goal re- 
turn to national team duty. 

Davo, too, can be 
Pleased with his best 
game for Australia for a 
long time. 

Jennings was back in 
his effective overlapping 
best, McDowall settled 
comfortably into Robbie 
Dunn's stopper role, Crino 
was at his creative best, 
Petersen threw out an un- 
expected challenge for a 
permanent midfield spot 
and Paul Wade was close 
to, if not the man of the 
match, while Farina and 
Arnold complemented 
Kossie up front and grab- 
bed a goal each (Arnold in 
the Melbourne match). 

With the news that Jim- 
my Patikas is available for 
all Olympic qualifying 
games- and a_ strong 
possibility David Mitchell 
will also be available, the 
Winfield Socceroo stocks 
appear to be coming good 
at the right time. 
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But while the Socceroos 
may be getting it together 
on the park the most dis- 
turbing aspect for me is the 
lack of support of it. 

Against Dinamo in Mel- 
bourne there was abso- 
lutely no support for the 
Socceroos — in Sydney 
only marginally better with 
the reception afforded 
John Kosmina's appear- 
ance a total disgrace. 

In our Bicentennial year 
it would be nice to think 
there is some support for 
Australia playing in Aus- 
tralia. 

In the good old days we 
came to expect no support 
for the national team. 

Adelaide fans chaired 
the Japanese from the 
field after they had beaten 
Australia to level a three 
match series in 1968. 

The same applied when 
Israel drew 1-1 with us in 
1969 to qualify for the 
Mexico World Cup finals in 
1970. 

Those days | thought 
were over. 


JOHNNY WATKISS help clear the danger against 
Iran. 


With a huge year for 
OUR team in 1988 we 
hope there will beenough 
fans out there willing to 
back the Winfield Soccer- 
oos in their vital matches 
next month. 

Playing at home should 
be a tremendous advan- 
tage — if OUR team re- 
ceives the support it de- 
serves. 


Jimmy Patikas — 
Proud Player 


1 have long been an 
admirer of Jimmy 
Patikas. 

That goes back to the 
time he broke into Sydney 
City’s first team as a fifteen 
year old through his days 
with Sydney Olympic, the 
Young Socceroos and 
Sydney Croatia. 

Now, of course, he is a 
huge success with AEK 
Athens. 

Apart from his obvious 
talent Jimmy impressed 
me more with the way he 
has handled his success. 

He has never forgotten 
his roots and unlike others 


defence where he played 
so impressively against 
Adelaide City. 

He has the skill and 
goalscoring ability to “‘re- 
volutionise’” the defen- 
ders’ game in Australia 
much the same way Franz 
Beckenbauer did on a 
world level for Bayern, 
New York Cosmos and 
West Germany. 


Saints Alive 


Speaking of Saints 
they are organising a 
reunion for past players, 
officials, coaches, man- 
agers and supporters in 
April. 

Former Saints should 
contact Faye Kirsty at the 
St George club 579 6977. 

Saints long term 
supporter and Australia’s 
leading comedian Brian 
Doyle will be the special 
guest and performer, at 
the reunion, 


Brissie Visitors 
are Lionised 


Brisbane Lions are 
back in the big time with 


JIM PATIKAS of AEK Athens. 


is proud to play for Aus- 
tralia. 

None of the “‘I still call 
Australia home” drama- 
tics about Patikas. 

He is proud to play for 
Australia, is available to 
Play for Australia and will 
play for Australia. 

And Australia is proud 
and delighted to have him 
back. 


Andy is man 
of many parts 


Is there a more versa- 
tile player than Saints 
skipper Andy Koczka. 

Former Socceroo great 
John Watkiss is the only 
player | can recall who 
comes anywhere near the 
versatile Andy. 

In his time with the 
Saints he has played in ev- 
ery position including an 
appearance as 
goalkeeper. 

Kozka played his early 
football with Canterbury 
juniors and has been with 
Saints since 1976. 

A NSW rep at under 12, 
13, 14, 15 and Young Soc- 
ceroo (1985) Koezka, at 22 
years of age, seems set for 
a long stint as captain of 
Saints. 

His only problem in 
breaking into the Soccer- 
00s is in which position. “ 

| would suggest central 


a bang ... excellent ear- 
ly results, the biggest 
sponsor in the league 
and a positive develop- 
ment program at their 
impressive Richlands 
headquarters. 

But they win most marks 
from me for their first class 
hospitality towards visiting 
teams and media. 

Public relations hasn't 
been one of Australian 


Soccer’s strong points. 
Brisbane Lions are 

showing just how easy 

effective PR can be. 


Whilst on Lions it is good 
to see former Socceroo 
Gary Wilkins, now club 
vice president, active in 
their administration. 

Gary was a member of 
Uncle Joe Vlasits original 
Soceeroo team back in 
1967 which won the 
Saigon Invitational tourna- 
ment beating South Korea 
3-2 in the final and Viet- 
nam, Malaysia, New Zea- 
land and Indonesia in the 
earlier rounds. 

Gary was up against 
George Keith for the full- 
back spot in those days 
and a young central defen- 
der by the name of Man- 
fred Scahefer. 


Pele and Carlos 
go for US of A 


Former Brazilian and 


“Give us an S, give us an O, 
give usaC...SOCCEROO!! 


PAUL WADE (Socceroos) skips over Dinamo’s Zvonimir Boban. 


New York Cosmos stars 
Pele and Carlos Alberto 
are getting into hot water 
in Brazil for their open 
support of the United 
States, as opposed to 
Brazil, staging the 1994 
World Cup. 

According to Pele “‘one 
of FIFA’s greatest adv- 
ance over the last decade 
has been its efforts to de- 
velop and popularise foot- 
ball in developing nations 
— and that no other nation 
on earth needs this more 
at the moment than the 
United States. 

“My views are based on 
logic not misplaced 
patriotism,” says Pele. 

“It comes down to eco- 
nomic factors and if the de- 
cision makers let logic pre- 
vail over partisanship, the 
US is the logical choice” 
says Carlos Alberto. 


Noddy’s 40th 


For those who may 
think time is not moving 
on former Socceroo star 
Adrian “Noddy” Alston 
turned 40 last week. 

Present at his 40th birth- 
day party were former 
Socceroo team mates 
Peter Wilson, Max Tolson 
and Atti Abonyi. 


Canadian visit 
by juniors 


Former Canberra 
friend, now the Austra- 
lian Trade Commission- 
er in Canada David Com- 
be was back in the natio- 
nal capital last week on 
business. 

David is a Soccer fan 
from way back and his two 
sons Abe and Sol are Soc- 
cer nuts. 

They have continued 
their Soccer careers in 
Vancouver where, 
according to David, the 
level of junior coaching is 
superior to that available in 
Australia. 

The Combe’s junior 
club are seeking an Aus- 
tralian junior club to establ- 
ish a “sister’’ relationship 
involving yearly visits. 

The Vancouver side 
(side 12) are looking to 
come to Australia this year 
and interested junior clubs 
may contact David Com- 
be; Vancouver Metropoli- 
tan, 14 Semana Crescent, 
Vancouver B.C. V6N2E2, 
Canada. 


Apia triumph 
1 must point out to de- 
fending champions Apia 


a glaring mistake on 


their impressive letter- 
head. 
Under their many 


achievements Apia state 
... GRAND FINAL WIN- 
NERS 1964 (Record 8-2 
win). 

Well the record win is 
right, the year is right but 
the 8-2 score is wrong. 

It was in fact 7-2. 

| can't forget that day 
neither can the other 
Saints involved. 

Having beaten Apia 3-0 
in the major semi-final they 
really turned the tables in 
the grand final. 

Leading 2-1 at half time 
Apia hammered us_ un- 
mercifully with John Wat- 
kiss scoring five goals. 
Johnny Giacometti and 
Johnny Wong one each. 

Saints goals came from 
the late Johnny Galambos 
and an own goal from Pat 
Hughes. 

Tony Boskovic was the 
referee and the crowd 
23,456. The match was 
played at the Sydney 
Sportsground and the 


Saints line up: Clarke, 
Stegbauer, Zuckerman, 
Schaefer, Banicevic, Rod- 
tiguez, Stokes, Warren, 
Galambos, Fernandez, 
Heredia. 


Celebrations! Peter Wilson, Atti Abonyi and birthday boy — Adrian Alston. 
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SYDNEY CROATIA vs vs API 


Sass 


SS Sees ¥ 
ALAN HUNTER 


WORLD SOCCER. 


Tune in for your exciting exclus- 
ive coverage of a big international match. 
Plus soccer news, highlights and scores 


from around SATURDAY 5.30PM 


the world. 
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WEST END SOCCER LEAGUE 
MATCH OF THE DAY. 


Les Murray presents a complete cover- 
age of the most important match of the 
day, with commentators Mike Hill & Johnny 


Warren calling SUNDAY 5.30PM 


all the action. 


CHARLIE YANKOS 
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Wala SOCCER CLU! 


RALE RASIC 


SBS 1409 
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- SOCCEROOS PREPARE FOR OLYMPICS — 


ae IT 
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GOALKEEPERS 

JEFF OLVER: Safe 
and quick as well as 
tremendously  en- 
thusiastic, Olver has 
hardly ever put a foot-or 
hand wrong since taking 
over from Terry Greedy. 
Stands to be number 
one choice for Australia 
for years to come. A 
Melbourne product. 

MIKE GIBSON: Big 
and safe, Gibson, a pro- 
duct of Penrith and the 
lower Blue Mountains in 
NSW, has won favor 
with Arok. The coming 
matches will give him 
the chance to further 
adapt to the internatio- 
nal arena. 


DEFENDERS 

CHARLIE YANKOS: 
Sweeper and captain, 
his steadiness under 
pressure and ability to 
lift his play and inspire 
other team members 
has become a legend. 
Australia will be depen- 
ding upon his renowned 
reliability in the Olympic 
Games and Bicenten- 
nial World Cup matches 
ahead. 


ISS 
ak 


WALLY SAVOR 


WALLY SAVOR: 
Picked out by Arok for 
his mobility, as well as 
his steadiness and out- 
standing knack as a 
marker. Savor is always 
the complete trades- 
man, with the reputation 
of never letting his team 
down. 

GRAHAM JEN- 
NINGS: Mobile with a 
capability to raid up the 
left and support his mid- 
field and strikers. Ori- 
ginally came from 
Newcastle to Sydney 
Olympic and then on to 
Croatia. Regular left 
back choice, following in 
the footsteps of Col Cur- 
ran and Harry Williams. 

ALAN DAVIDSON: 
Melbourne product who 
has also played in the 
English first division with 
Nottingham Forest. Cul- 
tured fullback who pos- 
sesses close passing 
skills and is always a 
quick thinker. 

GARY McDOWALL: 
Powerful defensive mid- 
field enforcer who slot- 
ted in well as stopper 
against Dinamo Zagreb. 
Fierce competitor in 
club and international 
matches. 


ROBBIE DUNN: Tall 
centre-back, rarely 
beaten in the air and a 
clean distributor on the 
ground. He has had 
Offers from Holland. Has 
been a regular Soccer- 
00 choice but at the start 
of 1988 was clouded 


with injuries. 
ALAN HUNTER: 
Another extremely 


strong defender who 
has moved from Bris- 


CAMPAIGN AHEAD. 


WITH THE OLYMPIC GAMES PRELIMINARY MATCHES 
ABOUT TO START, THE SOCCEROOS’ STRENGTH IS 
BEING SUMMONSED BY COACH FRANK AROK AND 
HIS ASSISTANT EDDIE THOMSON FOR THE HARD 


SOME OF THE PLAYERS WHO WERE BEING PRE- 
PARED WILL MOVE OUTSIDE THE SQUAD AS OTHERS 


SUCH AS JIM PATIKAS, DAVID MITCHELL AND CHRIS 


EUROPE. 


KALANTZIS MATERIALISE TEMPORARILY FROM 
IN THIS ISSUE ARE PEN PORTRAITS OF THE AUS- 


TRALIAN PLAYERS OUT OF WHICH THE FINAL TEAMS 


WILL COME. 


AS THE CRUNCH-TIME DRAWS CLOSER EVER SOC- 
CER FAN IN AUSTRALIA IS INVITED TO SUPPORT THE 
SOCCEROOS. THIS IS A PRE-REQUISITE FOR SUCCESS. 


bane Lions to Heidel- 
berg and now with Syd- 
ney Croatia. Currently 
running into sound form. 
Has youth on his side. 

ROBERT HOOKER: 
Capable of filling a role 
anywhere in the back 
four, so his versatility 
has marked him out as a 
real prospect for the fu- 
ture. He began with Ku- 
ring-gai in NSW State 
League, moving up to 
Sydney City and now 
Sydney Olympic. 


JEAN-PAUL DE 
MARIGNY: This Mauri- 
tius-born defender or 
midfielder has a streak 
of toughness that com- 
mends him for Socceroo 
service. He has already 
proved himself to be 
one of the best left-side 
footballers in the coun- 
try. Has a searing long- 
range shot. 

ALEX TOBIN: This 
strong young defender 
caught the eye in his 
1987 NSL appearances 
for Adelaide City. His 
foot is on the first rung of 
the ladder and he could 
forge an international 


CHRIS KALANTZIS 
career for himself. 


MIDFIELDERS 

PAUL WADE: Nippy 
English-born midifielder 
with a high work rate 
who has had an im- 
pressive run since 
added to the team. 
Slightly built but never 
goal shy, he is an ex- 
tremely important link in 
the team. 

OSCAR CRINO: A 
genuine playmaker, 
whose creativity marks 
him out for a big role in 
the Olympic Games 
squad. He had a trans- 
fer squable with a lead- 
ing Cyprus club, fol- 
lowed by injury. Now 


holds a regular Soccer- 
00 midfield spot. 

MIKE PETERSEN: 
Midfielder with a high 
work rate, ample 
strength for any encoun- 
ter and a slide-rule 
pass. After playing with 
top Dutch club Ajax Am- 
sterdam he is back with 
the intention of gaining a 
regular Socceroo 
jersey. 

TOM McCULLOCH: 
Injuries cost him dearly 
in 1987, but towards the 
end of the season he 
showed his mettle. A 
central midfielder who 
can slot in as a fullback, 
his well-judged crosses 
create unsurpassing 
scoring opportunities. 

AURELIO VIDMAR: 
Brought into the squad 
by Arok after a 1987 
season of sound de- 
velopment. Will be ea- 
ger to cement a place in 
the squad for the future. 
Attacks well and is 
strong on the ball. 

ERNIE TAPAI: For- 
mer schoolboy in- 
ternational who came 
through to Australian 
youth and then to the 
Green and Gold. Plays 
NSL with Footscray 
JUST. Midfielder with a 
fine touch who should 
settle down to a big 
year. 

STRIKERS 

JIM PATIKAS: For- 
mer Sydney Croatia 
attacking midfielder and 
Socceroo, now with 
highly-placed AEK in 
Greek first division. As a 
striker has tremendous 
drive through the centre 
of the field and posses- 
ses a stinging shot. 
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JOHN KOSMINA 


DAVID MITCHELL: 
Now with world-re- 
nowned Dutch club 
Feyenoord, having also 
played with Glasgow 
Rangers after leaving 
Australia to play full- 
time football. A striker 
who is tricky around the 
box and a lethal finisher. 
Formerly played in NSL 
in Sydney and in home 
city, Adelaide. 

CHRIS KALANTZIS: 
Young Australian in- 
ternational left-winger 
who joined Panathi- 
naikos for the current 
Greek season for a re- 
cord $200,000 transfer 
fee from Sydney 
Olympic. 

FRANK FARINA: 
Australia’s 1987 Play- 
er's Player of the Year 
as well as top goalscor- 
er, possessing outstan- 
ding pace. His strength 
has developed 
tremendously and his 
shot is powerful and 
true. 

GRAHAM ARNOLD: 
Tall, direct striker with 
the potential to collect 
goals regularly with 
head and foot. A Suther- 
land Shire junior in Syd- 
ney, he moved to Can- 


ST GEORGE BSC 
vs FOOTSCRAY 


SUNDAY NIGHT 7PM 


, tne St George Stadium 


ALAN POTTIER 


FRANK AROK 


The Saints — Sponsored by Lotto 


terbury before being se- 
cured by Sydney 
Croatia. Top player with 
a real nose for goals. 

JOHN KOSMINA: 
The former Australian 
skipper has broken back 
into the squad after a 
season in club football. 
Still one of Australia’s 
best - if not the best 
around the penalty box 
and the near-perfect 
target man. 

JOE MULLEN: Work- 
ing hard to find a posi- 
tion in the Socceroo 
strike force. Works at 
his game in a manner 
reminiscent of another 
great Adelaide product, 
John Kosmina. Often 
appears on the right 
flank. 

ANDREW ZINNI: Left 
striker with explosive 
Pace, he has been 
showing out extremely 
well in what amounis to 
an apprenticeship 
period with the national 
squad. Former Melbou- 
re junior. 

SCOTT 
OLLERENSHAW: De- 
veloping well as an ex- 
tremely strong flank 
player. A schoolboy in- 
ternational, he missed 
selection for the Young 
Socceroos at the 1987 
World Youth Cup in 
Chile, but then received 
a national squad line- 


up. 
SCOTT PATERSON: 
Tough striker who is 
aiming to break into the 
Winfield Socceroos. 
Dogged by injury last 
season, he has been 
impressive in Australian 
trials. Appears in NSL 
for Brunswick Juventus. 
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Brisbane remains un- 
happy over the lack of 
Queenslanders in the 
national squad. Bris- 
bane players were used 
to strengthen Melbou- 
rne-teams last year. This 
time Sydney is becom- 
ing the flavor of the year. 


tak 


One Melbourne writer 
(working under a 
pseudonym) has, for 
reasons known only to 
himself, recently de- 
lighted at having public 
shots at Socceroo 
goalkeeper Jeff Olver. 

Initially the attacks 
seemed unwarranted 
but it was good to see 
Jeff bounce back in 
some style anyway. 

Three faultless dis- 
plays betwen the sticks, 
two for the Aussies 
against Dinamo Zagreb 
and another for Mel- 
bourne Croatia against 
Hellas, has left said jor- 
no without any ammuni- 
tion of late. 


APIA public relations man 
Maurizio Pagnin issued a 
full club and player contact 
list to the media. Having 
long been in the journalis- 
tic field, he has an immedi- 
ate feeling on having in- 
formation in the right place 
to secure news cover. 


tok 


JOE MIRIGLIANI, Apia’s 
popular trainer is look- 
ing for a job. 

Big Joe has left Apia 
and any club wanting to 
use his services may 
contact him on 
(2) 6263263. 
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The Israelis are due to 
meet England today in 
Tel Aviv In their prepara- 
tion round for the Olym- 
pic Games. With games 
played against France 
and Poland as well, they 
will have had a good 
build up, even though 
key internationals will 
be missed from their 
squad. 
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CHRIS KALANTZIS is wanted by his club Panathi- 
naikos as a member of the squad for UEFA Cup 
quarter-final matches against FC Bruges on March 


2 and 16. 
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Sydney Croatia coach Vedran Rozic (right) battles 
for possession against Frank Farina. 
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SPARE a thought for 
much travelled winger 
Bernie Godzik. 

Godzik has returned 
to the South Coast to 
play with State League 
Wollongong Macedonia 
but was sent off in his 
first game for the club. 

Godzik was shown the 
red card in Macedonia’s 
3-1 loss to Inter Monaro 
in the first State Bank 
Cup tie of the season. 

He was charged with 
dissent and was one of 
two Macedonia players 
sent off that day, the 
other being striker Brian 
Brown. 

Strangely, Brown was 
given his’ marching 
orders for striking an 
opponent after the re- 
feree had awarded him a 
penalty when he was 
pulled down in the box. 

With coach Mike 
Johnson having used up 
his two replacements 
and having two late in- 
juries, Macedonia 
finished the game with 
only seven men. 

Things can 
improve. 


only 
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Speaking of bets it 
seems South Mel- 
bourne’s red hot form to 
start the season has im- 
pressed the SP punters 
in Melbourne. 

Hellas started the year 
at the generous odds of 
10 to 1 to make the NSL 
top five this year. 

After the club’s Buffa- 
lo Gold Cup win the odds 
have shortened con- 
siderably and 5 to 2 is 
now the call for the Mid- 
die Park club to make the 
play-offs. 
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Watch to see how EDDIE 
KRNCEVIC goes in the 
European Cup quarter-fi- 
nal for Anderlecht against 
Benfica. It is rumored 
Eddie could be available 
for Australia when the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 
comes around in June. 
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RUSTRALIAN SOCEER-WEEKL' 


FORMER Blacktown Gity and Marconi midfield toiler 
and assistant coach at Blacktown STUART SELVAGE 
is back in the playing ranks. This time it is to have an 
enjoyable game of indoor Soccer and there are plenty 
of old mates in the team at St Marys and Fairfield 
centres. Ex-Socceroo Ernie Campbell and David Ry- 


lands are among the group. 


Australian coach Frank 
Arok is working to ensure 
he has plenty of depth in 
his squad. “You must pro- 
vide for the fact that some 
yellow cards are inevitable 
over the Olympic series,” 
he said. 


kak 


While talking of Apia, 
their fans must be 
pleased with the pro- 
gress of young striker 
Anthony Parison, who is 
looking the part with ev- 
ery passing game. 


nak 


THE Northern Division of the NSL Youth League 
certainly has quite a bit of quality. The other week 
two international goalkeepers were on opposing 
sides. For Apia It was Terry Greedy and at the far 
end the Sydney Olympic net was guarded by New 


Zealand's Clint Gosling. 
tok 


There must be some in- 
teresting talk at home be- 
tween Jason Polak, John 
Koch and Craig Foster. 
The first-named pair are 
with Sydney Olympic and 
Foster is with Sydney 
Croatia. They all. flat 
together. 
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VEDRAN ROZIC, the 
level-headed Sydney 
Croatia coach, has had 
to face a quite different 
start to the season than 
In 1987. On that occa- 
sion the team was hyped 
up early. This time 
around he had to move 
ahead without star mid- 
flelders Zarko Odzakov 
and Ante Rumora. But 
he Is confident he has 
the quality of players 
who will soon have the 
club on the right road, 
provided of course that 
the club and national 
_ team Injuries are not ex- 
*>eptionally bad. 
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It was difficult to under- 
stand the Brisbane Lions 
team sheet at Parramatta 
Stadium on Sunday night. 
Out of the eleven names 
no less than three were 
wrong. 

The Press covering the 
match were confused. 

But spare of thought for 
teferee Arthur Owens who 
had booked at least three 
Lions’ players. 
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Nice touch by South Mel- 
bourne Hellas suppor- 
ters In the Bicentennary 
Year. 

In their first home 
game of the season the 
much maligned young 
Hellas supporters 
sported three impress- 
ive combined Greek — 
Aussie flags. 

The huge flags, 
although lacking a little 
In colour co-ordination, 
had the traditional- blue 
and white Greek colours 
with the now famous 
green and gold boxing 
kangaroo firmly planted 
in the centre. 
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Ouch. 

It's taken just two weeks 
for one prominent Mel- 
bourne journalist to regret 
a $100 bet with another 
equally well-known local 
scribe. 

As a largely unknown (at 
least down south) Brisbane 
Lions team battled to a 1-1 
draw with Melbourne 
Croatia in the opening 
round of the season it was 
suggested Lions would 
struggle in '88. 

Expert one betted $100 
with colleague that Lions 
would finish below Sun- 
shine George Cross in the 
NSL this year. 

The following day the 
score came through, Mar- 
coni 6 — George Cross 0. 

One week later Lions 
sat proudly at the head of 
the ladder and George 
Cross were some 14 
places below without a 
point. Will things 
change? 
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JESPER Sorensen’s fate 
should be decided within 
the next fortnight. 

The Danish midfielder, 
signed on a_ two-month 
trial by Adelaide City, has 
yet to win a permanent 
spot in the line-up, but he 
has starred most times he 
played as a substitute or 
for the first half. 


TAPAI, 


ERNIE the 
Footscray JUST 
youngster, is keen to 


make it into the national 
team on a regular basis. 
Just turned 21, he said: 
“| have now had a few 
runs with the team and it 
has whetted my appetite 
for more when the 
opportunity comes.” 
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Good to see DARREN 
STEWART back in the big 
time with Apia. A severe 
heel injury restricted him 
last season. What a player 
to have to have had for a 
lucky Newcastle Second 
Division side. 
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CANBERRA referee Bob 
Marshall took Alan Brazil's 
name after the Wollon- 
gong City-Preston match 
but the Scot wasn’t wor- 
ried at all. 

Marshall, who did a 
good job controlling a fast- 
moving game in very 
heavy conditions, 
appeared in the Wolves’ 
dressing room after he had 
changed. 

He approached Brazil 
and asked him for his auto- 
graph. 

The smiling Scot willing- 
ly obliged and said Mar- 
shall was the first referee 
who had ever asked him 
for an autograph. 
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OME SA refs have be- 
come very conscious of 
greying strands of hair, 
and have solved the 
problem with a black 
rinse through their 
looks, according to our 
mole in their camp. 

But one man who is 
not worried is Bobby 
Kerr, who sports his 
thick silver hair and 
pride. 

But it will be the last 
season fans see it 
flashing up and down 
the field or touchline. 


Bobby retires this 
year, having reached the 
half-century mark. 

tek 
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NEW Footscray JUST coach Mirsad Fazlagic will re- 
new an old aquaintance when Bobby Chariton visits 
Melbourne as a guest of the ‘Offside Club’ this week. 
Last time the pair met was two decades ago-sea- 
son 1967/68 to be precise in what was a very special 
deason for Chariton and his then club side Manches- 


ter United. 


1967/68 was the season the rebuilt and Matt Busby 
Inspired Manchester United won the European Cup 
after beating Benfica 4-1 In extra time at Wembley in 


the final. 


But who did Manchester United beat in the first 


round of its 67/68 cup run? 


None other than Fazlagic’s Sarajevo team fresh 
from its shock Yugoslavian League win the previous 


year. 


Fazlagic and Chariton met as the respective club 
captains in that first round European Cup tle with 
United winhing 2-1 over two legs. 

In Sarajevo the mighty ‘Red Devils’ were held to a 
scoreless draw but at Old Trafford in the return game 
goals from John Aston and the irrepressable George 
Best put United on Its way to glory. 
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CHIT CHAT IS BACK! 


ERNIE TAPAI in action. 


SUCH is the power of superstar Diego Maradona, 
that the SA Soccer Federation are holding two 
venues on option for the clash between Argentina 
and Saudi Arabia in the Gold Cup match in Adelaide. 

If Maradona is in the Argentinian team the game 
will be played at the SA Australian rules football 


headquarters, Football Park. 


If the maestro is not playing in the SA game the 
match will go on at Hindmarsh Stadium, HQ of the SA 


Soccer Federation. 


WHILE Adelaide City coach Zoran Matic was upset by his 
team’s 6-0 thrashing from St George in Sydney the other 
week, he knew how his men felt. 

Back in 1976 Matic was sweeper in the City team 
thrashed 6-1 by Sydney City in a match which became 
known as the “Mother’s Day Massacre” as far as fans 


were concerned. 


This time Matic is hoping “‘that’s the bad one behind 


us. 


He points out that last year City started on a high note 


then plunged in the later stages to tenth place. 
He’s hoping it will be the reverse this time round. 


South Melbourne midfiel- 
der Richard Miranda could 
only look on in awe as his 
team disposed of Preston 
in the Buffalo Gold Cup 
final. 

Miranda, leaving _ for 
New Zealand on business 
reasons for a year or two, 
could be missing the most 
exciting year the club has 
had for some time. 
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There were hopes that 
management and 
accounting firm Coop- 
ers and Lybrand W D 
Scott would be engaged 
to carry out a complete 
survey of Soccer’s fu- 
ture in Australia. How- 
ever the Australian Soc- 
cer Federation had to 
put the scheme aside, 
but they will arrange for 
a review from within 
their own ranks. 


FOR THOSE WHO 
TAKE THEIR SPORT 
SERIOUSLY 


Will Melbourne's Buffalo 
Gold Cup jinx strike for the 
third time in as many 
years? 

In 1986 and 1987 the 
prestigeous night com- 
petition was won in some 
style by Melbourne 
Croatia. _ 


In fact, just like South 
Melbourne Hellas in 1988, 
Melbourne Croatia was so 
utterly dominant in pre- 
season games there was 
nothing surer than them 
making a determined bid 
for the NSL title. 


Wrong. In 1986 they 
were tenth in the Southern 
Division for Croatia with a 
marginally better ninth in 
the league last year. 

Melbourne Croatia 
burnt itself out far too 
quickly and now we all 
await the fate of Hellas in 
"88. 


Teaitre 
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QSF puts trust in 
jam-packed Season 


AFTER one of the most 
successful- seasons in 
years in 1987 — the 
Queensland Soccer 
Federation has _plan- 
ned a program for 1988 
that is certain to keep 
the revival going. 

While last year’s non-in- 
volvement in the National 
League was a_ perfect 
situation for organising in- 
tra-Queensland events, 
the return of Brisbane 
Lions to the national com- 
petition this season 
loomed as having the 
potential to split spectator 
interest. 

But in announcing its 
1988 season program last 
week, the QSF underlined 
that it was not about to sit 
back and play second fid- 
dle to the National League. 

QSF president lan Bru- 
sasco presented to a spe- 
cial media launch a prog- 
ram packed with high- 
lights. And the feeling at 
the function was  un- 
doubtedly that the local 
competition had the 
potential to grab just as 
many headlines as Lions’ 
exploits in the National 
League. 

The year kicks off with 
the annual XXXX pre-sea- 
son. competition, now 
underway, with  prize- 
money this year at $7000 
— including $5000 for the 
winners. 


The pre-season tourna- 
ment involves the 12 
XXXX League clubs and 
has been compacted into 


Gary Wilkins will 


a quick, but effective two- es to select his State 


week format. 

“Pre-season is about 
getting games under your 
belt and we believe we 
have come up with a for- 
mat which gives teams as 
many quality games as 
possible," Brusasco said. 

The XXXX League fix- 
tures kick-off in March 12- 
13 while the new triangular 
intercity challenge series 
also begins in March. In 
the past, the intercity chal- 
lenge has been a one-off 
affair between Brisbane 
and Ipswich. But this year 
the series has been ex- 
tended to include the fast- 
growing Gold Coast, 
which is set to offer real 
competition for the two 
traditional rivals. 

The first match in the 
series sees Gold Coast 
play Brisbane on Wednes- 
day, March 30. Gold Coast 
hosts Ipswich on Wednes- 
day April 6 while Brisbane 


and Ipswich play their 
traditional clash on 
Wednesday, May 25 at 
Perry Park. 


Mal Bland is again the 
Brisbane coach while 
again 
choose the Ipswich side. 
Gold Coast is expected to 
be coached by their regio- 
nal director of coaching, 
Jim Selby. 


State Side 


Queensland coach, 
Bruce Stowell, will use 
the early rounds of the 
XXXX League and the 
first two Intercity match- 


Development squad to 


make its three-match 
tour of Fiji in May. 
The Ampol Cup, the 


longest running one spon- 
sor backed football com- 
petition in Queensland, 
will again be staged this 
season. 

The knockout tourna- 
ment, which has been 
backed by Ampol since 
1959, again will take 
teams from throughout the 
state. Country qualifying 
matches begin in May 


while the first round proper 
starts on Sunday, May 29. 
The cup semi-finals are 
set down for July 17 and 
the Ampol Cup final on 
August 14. 
After 


considerable 


ABOVE: QSF presi- 
dent lan Brusasco. 


negotiations, the annual 
interstate clash with NSW 
will be played at Perry Park 
on Monday, June 13. 

That day is the Queen's 
Birthday holiday and with 
no other matches permit- 
ted in Queensland on the 
day, a bumper crowd 
should again turnout for 
the match. 

Last year a huge crowd 
turned up to watch Eng- 
land captain Bryan Rob- 
son join the Maroons for a 
thrilling 1-1 draw against 
the Blues. 

The season’s program 
this year again includes 
the prestigious _Presi- 
dent's Cup final between 
the XXXX League first 
round leaders while the 
semi-finals series at the 
end of the year will be a top 
five for the first time. 

The finals series will be- 
gin on September 18 with 
the QSF Grand Final Day 
to be held on Sunday, 
October 9. 

This year, in addition to 
all the match highlights, 
XXXX League players will 
again be bidding for the 
Rothman’s Medal, the 
Courier-Mail Best and 
Fairest award and the 
highly respected Austra- 
lian Soccer Press 
Association (Qid) Player of 
the Year and Players’ 
Player of the Year titles. 

“It’s undoubtedly a 
Program for the players 
and gives them every in- 
centive to work hard at 
their games this year,” 
Brusasco said. 


QUEENSLAND OFF TO 


QUEENSLAND will make the first Soccer tour of 
Fiji since the recent coup when the Maroons play 


there in May. 

And the Soccer-made 
Fijians are set to roll out the 
red carpet for the Queens- 
landers with a three-match 
tour including two match- 
es against the national 
team. 

The series will be the 
third time Queensland and 
Fiji have met in as many 
years. 

The Maroons first 
toured the islands in 1986, 
winning two of their three 
matches. The Bruce 
Stoweil-Queensland side 
lost its opening match 
against the Fiji national 
team, 2-1, in the huge 


XX 


Lions’ DAVE WHI 


EELER (right) charges 


national stadium in Suva, 
but won the next Test by 
the same score. 

The Maroons finished 
the tour with a 3-0 win over 
local side Lautoka, with 
former Brisbane City NSL 
star Garry Bromfield net- 
ting all three goals. 

Fiji visited Queensland 
last year, with the tour end- 
ing in uproar when referee 
Bill Monteverde aban- 
doned the second match 
at Perry Park. Queensland 
had won the opening en- 
counter against a disap- 
pointing Fiji, but the 
second game- started with 


encounter. 


GEOFF STEAD 

COVERS THE 

QUEENSLAND 
SCENE 


much more feeling and 
commitment from the tour- 
ists. 

But matters came to a 
head just after halftime in 
an incident involving tiny 
Queensland midfielder 
Martin Kirsopp. In the 
melee that followed it was 
alleged that linesman Alan 
Kibbler was struck. 
Queensland Soccer 
Federation executive di- 
rector Alan Vessey said he 
was expecting no trouble 
on this year’s tour. 


luring a XXXX State League 


Flul 


“After the recent politi- 
cal events, Fiji is very keen 
to resume its sporting ties 
with its neighbours. We're 
expecting a good, com- 
petitive tour,” Vessey 
said. 

The QSF has been told 
that under the new political 
regime, Sunday is strictly a 
day of rest, and will allow 
the Maroons toarrive in Fiji 


on Saturday, although 
their first game will not be 
until! Monday. 


The Queenslanders are 
unlikely to be allowed to 
train on Sunday. 

“If that is their custom, 
then we must respect it,” 
Vessey said. 

Unlike Queensland 
tours over the past two 
years, including last sea- 
son's. successful excur- 
sion to New Zealand, this 
year’s Maroons tour will be 
missing some of the 
State's better players. 

As the QSF could not 
negotiate a break in the 
NSL to allow the Lions 
players to be available for 
selection, Stowell is ex- 
pected to pick a develop- 
ment squad to take away. 

All players will come 
from XXXX League clubs 
which is a tremendous 
boost and incentive for the 
non-NSL campaigners. 

“Players who have nev- 
er had the chance in the 
past to tour now find them- 
selves among the front- 
runners for _ selection. 
They have everything to 
play for in the opening 
rounds of the XXXX 
League,” Vessey said. 


EIGHT teams have 
kicked off in this year’s 


XXXX pre-season 
tournament with new 
coaches. 

After a cut-throat com- 
petition last year which 
saw Brisbane Lions 
snatch the League title by 
a point, there has been a 
considerable transition in 
the off-season as clubs 
attempt to make 1988 
“their’’ year. 


Those clubs who have 
strutted out the new sea- 
son with new men at the 
helm include: Brisbane 
City (formerly Juan Cutil- 
las now Matt Carson), 
Ipswich United (Matt Car- 
son gone, Jim Hermiston 
in), Rochedale Rovers 
(Allan Hughes gone, John 
Reid in), Grange Thistle 
(Joe Gilroy gone, Steve 
Dolan in), Taringa Rovers 
(lain Kesson gone, Glenn 
Davis in), Brisbane Croatia 
(Zjelko Bambic gone, 
Anton Acimovic in), Mount 
Gravatt (Eric Thompson 
gone, lan Steele in), Olym- 
pic United (Mike Milovano- 
vic gone, lan Johstone in). 

Those teams back with 
the same coaches include 


Brisbane Lions players 
are getting to know Syd- 
ney well. They played at 
Parramatta Stadium 
against Olympic and then 
against Sydney Croatia in 
the cup. It will be back 
again for the Apia game 
on February 27. Lions 
secretary Lawrie 
Cuudendyk said: “We 
just about need a perma- 
nent hotel booking!” 


kkk 


Richard Bassing- 
thwaight, the former 
young Socceroo, has 
resumed with Brisbane 
Lions. He had knee 
surgery last October 
and is now challenging 
for a midfield place. 


a 
oot ye ce 


North Star (lain Fagan), 
Redlands United (Steve 
Perry), Coalstars (Brian 
Styles) and Easts (John 


Sime). 

This year's XXXX 
League pre-season 
tournament is worth 


$7000, with $5000 going 
to the winners. 

The format has the 12 
teams in four groups of 
three. They are: Group A: 
Brisbane City, Ipswich U., 
Rochedale R.; Group B: 
Grange Thistle, North 
Star, Redlands U.; Group 
Cc: Coalstars, Easts, 
Taringa R.; Group D: Bris- 
bane Croatia, Mount Gra- 
vatt, Olympic U. 


Every team plays each 
other once, with the top 
two sides in each group 
advancing to the quarter- 


finals. The tournament 
then is a knockout. 


A XXXX Player of the 
series will be announced 
at the end of the tourna- 
ment. The winner will be 
the player, judged by 
members of the Queens- 
land branch of the Austra- 
lian Soccer Press 
Association, to have “‘con- 
tributed the most to his 
team’s overall perform- 
ances". 

The full draw for the 
XXXX pre-season tourna- 
mentis: 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15: 
6.30pm: NORTH STAR v REDLANDS U. 
8.30pm: BRISBANE CITY v ROCHEDALE R. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17: 
6.30pm: MOUNT GRAVATT v OLYMPIC U. 
8.30pm: EASTS v COALSTARS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19: 
6.30pm: NORTH STAR v GRANGE THISTLE 
8.30pm: ROCHEDALE R. vIPSWICHU. . 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22: 
6.30pm: OLYMPIC UTD v BRIS. CROATIA 
8.30pm: COALSTARS v TARINGA R. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24: 
6.30pm: REDLANDS UTD v GRANGE THISTLE 
8.30pm: BRISBANE CITY v IPSWICH UTD 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26: 
6.30pm: EASTS v TARINGA R. 
8.30pm: MOUNT GRAVATT v BRIS. CROATIA 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29 — QUARTER-FINALS: 
6.30pm: (1) WINNER Gp Av RUNNER-UP Gp D 
8.30pm: (2) WINNER Gp B v RUNNER-UP Gp C 


TUESDAY, MARCH 1 — QUARTER-FINALS: 
6.30pm: (3) WINNER Gp C v RUNNER-UP Gp B 
8.30pm: (4) WINNER Gp D v RUNNER-UP Gp A 


FRIDAY, MARCH 4— SEMI-FINALS: 
6.30pm: (5) WINNER (1) v WINNER (2) 
8.30pm: (6) WINNER (3) v WINNER (4) 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 — 
XXXX PRE-SEASON FINAL: 
7.30pm: WINNER (5) v WINNER (6) 
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Saints minus big ‘Rocky’ 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
STEVE O'Connor, St 
George’s giant sweep- 
er, will miss the match 
against Footscray on 
Sunday night at the St 


George Stadium 
through suspension. 
Kick-off time is 7pm. 


He was sent off last 
Saturday in Melbourne in 
Saints’ 2-1 loss to Mel- 
bourne Croatia. 

St George boss Frank 
Arok, who left Australia 
last Sunday on a five-day 
overseas mission calling 
into Greece, Holland and 
Israel, has left his assis- 
tant coach Atti Abonyi to 
hold the fort. 

Abonyi said last night: 
“Sure we'll miss ‘Rocky’ 
on Sunday, but we will 
drop Andy Koczka back 
from the strike-line into the 
sweeper'’s role. 

“Our star centre-back 
Mike O'Shea is back in 
training this week and 
Pedro Ricoy resumed last 
week. 

“Both hopefully should 
be ready for the first team 
within a fortnight. 

“Footscray has always 
been a good technical side 
over the years and this 


MARCONI 
v 
BRUNSWICK 


A funny 


thing happened 
-., continued 
from page 5 


The result —both players 
were given their marching 
orders by Newcastle re- 
feree Robert Davies. 

“| went over to the 

Brunswick room and 
apologised for what | 
did,” said Farina after- 
wards. “| shouldn't have 
reacted that way, it was 
disappointing.” 
_ Egan's goal in the 
seventh minute was a de- 
light. Midfielder © Mike 
Petersen chipped a pass 
through for Joe Palatsidis, 
whose flick on with the 
chest set the nippy former 
South Melbourne and in- 
ternational striker into the 
clear — his finishing drive 
proved much too good for 
Bruce James. 

At this stage Brunswick 
were by far and away the 
better team, their build-up 
a joy to watch but when 


CUP WINNERS 
FACE CHAMPS 


SYDNEY CROATIA, 
Jast year's Cup win- 
ners, will clash with 
1987 NSL champions 
Apia at the Croatian 
Sports Centre in a bat- 
tle that promises much 
action. 

And the two ‘War- 
Chiefs’, Vedran Rozic 
and Rale Rasic have 
been cagey about their 
respective strategles. 

Apia suffered a most 
unexpected away loss 
last Sunday to Sunshine 
George Cross, which 
has not pleased Rasic at 
all. 

Last year, In winning 
the champlonship, Apia 
lost only one match all 
year. 


season has made a hel- 
luva start by beating Apia 
3-0 in the first round. 

“With guys like Oscar 
Crino and Kenny Murphy, 
they have good experi- 


ence motivating them and 
players of the calibre of 
Ernie Tapai up front make 
them dangerous oppo- 
nents,”’ Abonyi warned. 

Ricoy, Saints’ pacy right 
linkman, suffered a broken 
bone in his foot during pre- 
season training and 
O'Shea had a -~ minor 
operation last week on an 
ankle. 

St George has greatly 
missed the enormous 
stability that O'Shea con- 
tributes to the central 
defence. 

The highly underrated 
O'Shea, easily the fastest 
centre-back in the NSL, 
has won Saints’ Player Of 
The Year over the last five 
seasons. 

St George, after losing 
their first match of the sea- 
son against Wollongong 
Wolves, bounced back 
with a vengence to crush 
Adelaide City 6-0 but tum- 
bled back into another loss 
last Sunday. 

“We must be far more 
positive and consistent, 
and on Sunday night 
against Footscray at home 
we have to go flat out for 
the maximum League 
points’, Abonyi said. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


BY TOM McKAIN 


IT’S showdown time 
for Campbelltown and 
Lion in the SA Ampol 
Cup series _ tonight 
(Wednesday) when 
they fight for a place in 
the semi-finals. 

Both trail Hellas by two 
points in Group B with Hel- 
las already through after 
beating Lion 3-0 last week 
as a follow-up to the 3-1 


defeat of Campbelltown. 

Campbelltown is ahead 
of Lion on goal difference 
— minus one compared to 
minus two. 

Hellas meet Beograd 
next week in their final 
minor round game with 
Beograd already sunk 
after 2-1 defeats against 
Campbelltown and Lion. 


Melbourne Croatia down St George. Croatia’s PAUL DONNELLY nips in to 
disposess Saints fullback MIKE GRBEVSKI. ASW’s man on the spot with the 


ibe ie 


camera was Des Papp. 


Petersen left the field in the 
26th minute after being 
badly injured five minutes 
earlier, the Black and 
Whites simply dropped 
their bundle and went back 
to a disappointing physical 
style. 

Before this though Fari- 
na had his brief moment of 
glory in the 19th minute 
when Robbie Wheatley 
came out of defence to link 
with Geoff Gunning. lan 
Gray latched on to a 
squared pass and Fred de 
Jong’s cross was expertly 
volleyed in by Farina, his 
fifth of the season. 

But he had no chance to 
add to this tally when 
Lewis’ clinical two-footed 
foul brought him to grief. 


GROUP D: 
Newcastle - Manly 


All other matches postponed. 


Davies immediately 
ordered the Brunswick 
player off and after consul- 
ting his linesman, Carl 
Thayer, showed the red 
card to the Marconi man 
also. 

Davies had been firm 
under the NSL's new ‘get- 
tough’ scheme and he 
would have to show real 
mettle in the next hour or 
so as it proved. 

Soon after Wheatley 
was booked for kicking the 
ball away and Petersen's 
replacement Zlatko Belic 
skittled Tommy McCul- 
loch after being on the field 
a couple of minutes. He 
wasn't booked for that — 
but got his just desserts a 
little later. 

The most impressive 
player on the night had to 
be Marconi's New Zea- 
land import de Jong. This 
fellow is proving the per- 
fect foil for Farina. He is 


Yet he could do nothing 
about the winner which 
came a quarter of an hour 
from the end. 

Craig Mason, revelling 
in the midfield space 
afforded him by slack 
marking, squeezed a pass 
through to de Jong. The 
big man cooly backheeled 
the ball through for Gray 
whose powerful shot was 
parried by Marama 
when the danger seemed 
over Durakovic miskicked 
his clearance and Zlatko 
Nastevski knocked the 
ball in with his thigh. 

Full marks to Marconi 
coach Berti Mariani. His 
substitutions were 
perfectly timed and well 
executed. Paul Carter 
came on for the flagging 
Gerardo Gomez and was 
a revelation as he 
screamed down the right 
flank hammering in 


dangerous crosses and 


Nastevski scored the win- 
ner. Carter could well have 
played himself back into 
the starting line-up with his 
16th minute effort. 

But Mariani was not 
overly impressed by the 
win. 

“Let's face it, a win is a 
win and two valuable 
points. Whilst it was not a 
great victory, the boys 
stuck at it and that is what 
counts,” he said. 

“Brunswick are a hard 
team to beat at the best of 
times. They are shrewd 
and damn hard to open up. 
Full marks to them — they 
kept it very tight but we did 
create enought chances to 
deserve the win.” 

He was rather non-com- 
mital on the Farina inci- 
dent. “I didn't really see it. 
If he retaliated then | am 
disappointed in him, but 
the challenge against him 
. ..” he concluded. 


MARCONI Fairfield: James, 
Gomez (Carter 74th), Wheatley, 
Henderson, Calderan, Mason, 
McCulloch, Gray, Farina (sent- 
off), de Jong, Gunning (Nastevs- 
ki 69th). 

BRUNSWICK 
Marama, Durakovic, 
(sent-off), Brown (sent-off), 
McDowall, Marley, Palatsidis, 
Egan, Lane (incantalupo 90th), 
Zinnl, Petersen (Belic 26th). 

Crowd: 1012 

Referee: Robert Davies 
(Newcastle) 

Yellow Cards: Robert Wheat- 
ley and Zlatko Nastevski (Mar- 
conl). Gary McDowall, Mehment 
Durakovic and Zlatko Bellic 
(Brunswick). 


Juventus: 
Lewis 


Advantage 
goes to 


- Footscray 


BRUNSWICK JUVEN- 
TUS will go into to- 
night’s (Wednesday’s) 
Beach Fashions Cup 
round against 
Footscray JUST with- 
out the services of Pe- 
ter Lewis and Brian 
Brown. 

The pair were dismis- 
sed by referee Bob Davies 
during Saturday night's 
league game at Marconi 
Stadium. 

Mike Petersen, the Soc- 
ceroo midfield campaig- 


ner, is unlikely to recover 
from his ankle injury in time 


MIKE PETERSEN 
(Injured) 


Brunswick’s —_ problems 
are compounded because 
that sniffer-out of goal 
opportunities, Charlie 
Egan, has a problem with a 
gash near his eye. 

Coach Len McKendry 
might well have to call on 
Vlatko Belic and Fabio In- 
cantalupo to fill the gaps. 

Fortunately, Juventus 
will have the power of Gary 
McDowall to complement 
Mehmet Durakovic and 
perhaps Steve Marley at 
the back. 

Striker Andrew § Zinni 
told us: ‘I feel quite fit and 
hope that a good showing 
could advance my claims 
for the national squad." 

Outstanding duo Oscar 
Crino and Ernie Tapai will 
be on the job in a bid to see 
that scoring chances flow 
to Viado Bezinovski, who 
is having a tremendous 


season, and Warren 
Spink. 
Footscray appear to 


have the advantage due to 
Brunswick's missing first 
team men. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


You can receive a mailed subscription copy of 


The revised draw in this group: 

Tuesday 16 February at Melita Stadium: 

7pm Gladesville - Manly 

8.40pm Newcastle - Warringah Freshwater 
Saturday, 20th February at Austral Park 

5pm Newcastle - Gladesville 

Sunday, 21st February at Cook Park: 

Warringah Freshwater - Manly 

Wednesday, 24th February at Seymour Shaw Park: 
7pm Gladesville - Freshwater 

GROUP E: 

Blacktown City - Blacktown Utd 8-0, Uruguayan Pen- 
rith - Polonia 5-0. 


solid and almost immov- 
able on the ball and his 
heading will prove a major 
weapon in the Fairfielders’ 
arsenal. It was one of 
these headers that almost 
gave his side the lead 
seven minutes before the 
break but Mehmet Dura- 
kovic did well to clear off 
the line. 

Any hope Brunswick 
had went witn Brian Brown 
when he too was sent off 


Australia's premier Soccer publication each 
week for 1988 simply by mailing the coupon and 
your cheque for $80 made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly”’ to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW, 2007. 


MARCONI Stadium is looking a picture and a great 
credit to the club. 

Since last season there has been a splendid upgrading 
of the floodlighting system. 

The stand roof is now in place and work will proceed on 
new dressing rooms and VIP and press facilities. 

Drainage on the main ground is so outstanding that 


*EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
EUROPE & AROUND THE WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


3 after hammering Gunning Play could proceed without problems after the continual COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 
3 from behind on the side- deluges that have struck Sydney over the last 10 days. 
0 line a minute before half- No training will be permited on the main arena to pre- 
2 time. serve the surface. 
Wednesday 17th of February at Francis Park: hoe fd Bat bonnes eee et en age ee 


7pm Polonia - Blacktown City 
_ 8.40pm Uruguayan - Blacktown Utd 
» Sunday, 21st of February at Cook Park: 
6pm Polonia - Blacktown Utd 
7.40pm Blacktown City - Uruguayan 
Py 16 


s we 


Unfortunately the club has been unable to arrange for 
the right weather. Saturday night's rain kept the attend- 
ance down, but at any rate most of those attending se- 
cured a spot in the grandstand. 


to Marconi and Pat Mara- 
ma in the Brunswick goal 
was being called on time 
and again to come to the 
rescue. 
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LIONS 
ON MARSH 


QUEENSLAND’s 1986 
Rothman’s Medal win- 
ner, Keith Marsh, has 
been an -unexpected 
transfer market addi- 
tion. 

The 24-year-old de- 
fender, who was one of 
the unsung heroes of 
Lions’ thrashing of Ade- 
lailde Hellas in the NSL 
Promotion series last 
year, has sought a move 
from the club because of 
work commitments. 

The lanky fullback is 
unable to meet the four 
nights a week training 
schedule because of a 
new job. 

“| would like to play 
National League for 
Lions, but | wouldn’t be 
able to put 100 percent 
effort in and it would not 
be fair on the other 
guys,” Marsh said. 

Although a move to 
another club is one of 
Marsh’s options, his 
heavy work schedule 
even puts that in doubt 
and he admits he would 
have to work out an 
arrangement with any 
new club. 

“It’s still up in the air 
whether | wil have a year 
off or kick a ball again,” 
he sald. 

Lions bought Marsh 
from Grange Thistle for 
$5000, just over 12 
months ago, and have 
transfer-listed him at the 
same amount. Thistle 
are keen to regain Marsh 
while Taringa also have 
made enquiries. 

But Lions, who were 
floored by an appeal-set 
$20,000 fee on Brisbane 
City defender Frank 
Mengotti are set to be 
Just as tough them- 
selves in the market 
place. 

The club has rejected 
all loan approaches for 
Marsh, saying if rivals 
want experienced NSL 
standard players, then 
they must pay for them. 


ADAMANT {12s 


BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


NEWCASTLE Austral 
has welcomed back 
left-side midfielder 
David Jones, from 
Western Australia. 

Jones, Manchester- 
born, began his career as 
a schoolboy with Bolton 
Wanderers and repre- 
sented England at Youth 
level. 

He came to Australian in 
1977 to join the Victorian 
club, Ringwood City. Two 
years later, he signed with 
Newcastle KB United. 

His association with Au- 
stral started in 1986 but 
lasted only one season be- 
fore he moved to the West 
and spent last season in 
Perth, mostly on the in- 
jured list. 

“Jonah”, 


as he is 


ANDY STANKOVIC (right) goes u 


P for a header in the 1986 S 


National Grand Final. 


Jones, Stankovic 
back on deck at 
Newcastle Austral 


known to his mates, is one 
of the most popular play- 
ers in the game, and will be 
an asset to the club when 
his clearance from Spear- 
wood Dalmatinac is final- 
ised. 

Local fans will also be 
pleased about the return to 
Newcastle football of 
Andrew Stankovic. 

Andy will add height and 
strength to the Newcastle 
defence and, at the age of 
26, a great deal of experi- 


ence. 

He came to prominence 
with Edgeworth in the First 
Division and later played 
with Newcastle KB United, 
Cardiff and more recently, 
Sydney Olympic. 

A broken ankle suffered 
some seasons ago and a 
knee operation more re- 
cently have impeded his 
progress. 

But, at present, he looks 
very fit and should be at his 
peak in the not-too-distant 


More guests to come... 


~ RAIN WIPED OUT THE 
_ WOLLONGONG GAMBLE 


BY PHIL MURPHY 


WOLLONGONG City’s 
guest star Alan Brazil 
returned to England 
after playing with the 
Wolves in Adelaide on 
Saturday night. 

The gamble taken on 
Brazil by Wolves’ Execu- 
tive Manager Harry 
Michaels was a financial 
disaster, but Michaels is 
as enthusiatic as ever ab- 
out bringing more guest 
stars to Brandon Park. 

There was only one fac- 
tor that could have cost 
Michaels money — bad 
weather and that’s 
exactly what happened. 

The Wollongong club 
played St George and Pre- 
ston at home with Brazil in 
the side and both times the 
rain poured down. 

The St George game 
marked the opening of the 
magnificent Brandon Park 


Stadium, but it 
three hours before the 
kick-off and only 1,969 
paying customers turned 
up. 
A week later, the Pre- 
ston match, tipped as one 
of the Wolves’ big crowd 
pullers of the season, was 
also hit by rain. 

Despit atrocious weath- 
er 2,140 fans turned up but 
Michaels had been expec- 


rained 


ting an aggregate of 
10,000 people for the two 
games. 

The club had 


tremendous backing from 
the Wollongong media to 


promote the games, 
however Michaels was far 
from unhappy. 


“Brazil proved a big hit 
with the people of Wollon- 
gong and was a great 
ambassador for the game 
in his four weeks here,” 
Michaels said. 

“He is the type of guest 
player we want and | prom- 
ise there will be more. 

“When. went to Wollon- 


gong this year people said 
1 was shooting my mouth 
off and wouldnot deliver 
the goods; | have and | will 
continue to.”” 

Michaels is still working 
on having Manchester Un- 
ited’s Irish international 
Norman Whiteside in Wol- 
longong when his commit- 
ments are over in England. 

He still hasn’t given up 
hope that —_Liverpool’s 
Craig Johnston will wear 
the red and white of Wol- 
longong City if he returns 
to Australia for a holiday in 
June. 

FOOTNOTE: While 
Michaels lost money on 
bringing Brazil here, the 
former Scottish internatio- 
nal has made what could 
prove to be a lucrative bet 
himself. 

At the start of the Eng- 
lish season, he took an 
“each-way” bet at 50-1 on 
Blackburn Rovers winning 
the Second Division. He 
makes a tidy profit even if 
they finish second or third. 


Aj 


Manchester United’s NORMAN WHITESIDE — for 
the Wolves? 


ydney Olympic v Adelaide City 


future. 

Other notables reported 
to be on the move to play in 
the Albert and Gold Coast 
League in Queensland are 
Belmont-Swansea Un- 
ited’s talented midfielder 
Dale Robertson and win- 
ger Craig Jones. 

But, at the time of writ- 
ing, the Northern NSW 
Federation had not re- 
ceived an application to 
clear either to the Queens- 
land Federation. 


As 


THERE is usually a 
measure of player 
movement between 
clubs in the close sea- 
son and 1988 hs 
already had its share in 
Northern NSW. 


And one of the first play- 
ers of note to announce his 
move was goalkeeper 
Craig Grills — not to 
another club, but to 
another code. 

The — solidly-built 28- 
year-old who, until this 
year had been playing 
Soccer for something like 
24 years, is taking up rug- 
by league. 


Grills played 196 first di- 
vision games with West 
Wallsend, winning a pre- 
miership medal and a 
grand final medal in the 
Process and represented 
Northern NSW before join- 
ing - Newcastle Soccer 
Club to play in last sea- 
son’s NSW State Bank 
League. 


But, in mid-January, he 
was quoted as saying that 
he “had become disen- 
chanted by events in the 
Past two seasons and di- 
sillusioned with Soccer 
administration”, _ leading 
him to join the Kurri Kurri 
rugby league club with the 


hope of gaining the first 
tema fullback berth. 

If long-distance kicking 
and safe handling are the 
main criteria for success, 
Grills should have no prob- 
lems. 

Known to his Soccer 
team mates as “Buckets” 
because of the size of his 
hands, the number of 
times he fumbles a league 
ball should be few. 

In any case, let us hope 
that he returns to the 
roundball code. 

Meanwhile, the exodus 
of David Wilson and Brett 
Porter from West Wall- 
send to Newcastle Austral 
has left gaps in West Wall- 
send's defence and attack 
that will be hard to fill. 

Wilson, the son of Arthur 
Wilson, a fine West Wall- 
send fullback of former 
years, graduated from 
Toronto Awaba Juniors to 
West Wallsend’s central 
defence, helping the club 
to its 1985 grand final and 


1986 premiership 
success, 
Porter, at 22, is the 


same age as Wilson, and 
his career has followed a 
similar path, except that he 
is a strong runner with 
attacking flair who has rep- 
resented Northern NSW. 


DAVE WILLIAMS 


NEW PROFESSIONALISM 
AT ACACIA RIDGE 


‘PROMOTION-chasing Division Two club, Acacia 


The club has done con- 
siderable groundwork pre- 
Paration during the off- 
season that is set to reap 
successful on-field results 
this year. 

Under the presidency of 
longtime club supporter, 
Alex Woodside, the Ridge 
has dug deep into its li- 
mited financial resources 
to ensure the best possible 
chance of promotion. 

The club successfully 
wooed well-known coach 
Eric Thompson to Proud 
Field from Mount Gravatt, 
and under his leadership a 
new professionalism has 
Swept the club. 


Thompson brought. with 
him from Mount Gravatt, 
the highly qualified Bob 
West to coach the Ridge 
reserves. But Thompson 
also has struck a well re- 
ceived balance and main- 
tained the progress made 
last year by involving long- 
time club stalwarts Buster 
Rogers, Jimmy Bentley 
and John Banks in his 
coaching panel. 

The club is set to field 
five senior teams this year, 
making it in numbers, one 
of the strongest senior 
clubs in Brisbane. 

Thompson has put the 
entire squad through a 
rigorous pre-season train- 
ing schedule, with lower 
division players relishing 
the professional program 
as much as first team regu- 
lars. 

“Everyone has _ re- 
sponded and the improve- 
ment across the board has 
been staggering,” 
Thompson said. 

“All | have asked for is 
that no matter what level 
you play at, you give your 
best. And everyone has 
tesponded. Whether it is 
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* Ridge, is leaving no stone unturned in its bid to 
gain a XXXX League spot. 


first team or fifths, we are 
all going into this season 
with the one motto — Aca- 
cia Ridge: Good Footbal- 
lers,"’ Thompson said. 
Under Thompson’s gui- 
dance, the club has ex- 
tended its recruiting arms 


into the productive 
Queensland country 
areas and the move 
already has come up 
trumps. 


The club has sponsored 
exciting 16-year-old Glen 
Sheppard to come to Bris- 
bane from Rockhampton. 
The speedy midfielder, 
who was in the final 22 for 
last year's _ Australian 
under 16 team, is boarding 
with Rogers and con- 
tinuing his senior studies 
at Sunnybank High. 
Already Sheppard is loom- 
ing as the find of the 
season. 

Off the field, the Ridge 
committee has been work- 
ing as hard as Thompson 
and his players. 

More than $10,000 has 
been spent to upgrade the 
lighting system at Proud 
Field and a series of work- 
ing bees has transformed 
the ground into a neat, 
welcoming stadium. 

And plans have been 
drawn to extend the club- 
house to include a kitchen 
and dining room and a new 
toilet block. To finance the 


project the club has 
Started a buy-a-brick 
scheme. A $100 brick 


comes with five-years club 
memberhsip while other 
bricks can be bought for 
$50 and $30. 

It has been two years 
since the Ridge were rele- 
gated out of the top divi- 


sion, and according to 
Woodside, that’s two 
years too long. 
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WELL! Our first game 
over and all is fine. 

Atleast nearly. 

We did get two players 
sent off, had three yellow 
cards and had two others 
come off injured in ‘our 
game for Wollongong 
Macedonia against Inter 
Monaro. 

| sat on the covered 
bench at Marco Polo 
ground in Queanbeyan 
watching with amazement 

. in the second half of our 
game against Monaro. 

Red cards and yellow 
cards flashed in the even- 
ing air in a spate of frenetic 
action which brought us a 
penalty at its beginning 
and left us with eight men 
on the field before sanity 
returned. 

Equally amazing, our 
eight men lasted the final 
15 minutes without any 


IS THE NAME 


OF THE GAME! 


MIKE JOHNSON says ... 


But losing makes you 
stronger. So we can con- 
sole ourselves with the 
knowledge that much can 
be gained from the 
happenings of that day. 

At least it wasn’t a com- 
Petition game, just a pre- 
season game. 


Just ... for me every 
game is a _ competition 
game. 


As someone said only 
the losers say that pre- 


Without spectators there is no 


professional Soccer 


addition the 
scoreline. 

We drove back through 
the night to Wollongong, 
arriving 2am Sunday 
morning. 

1 then drove on to Syd- 
ney to be there at 3pm and 
in bed by 4am. 

That is Soccer. It is all 
worth it— yes, to me itis. 

You need to win when 
going such a long way. 
Winning is great. 


to 1-3 


9 


season games are not im- 
portant. 

However, we do have 
three weeks to pull it all 
together before the big 
stuff starts. 

St George took only a 
week to recover from its 
shock against Wollon- 
gong Wolves. 

What a recovery! 

Some _ injection 
must have had. 

On the other hand, 


they 


4 


—s 


St George skipper ANDREW KOCZKA shields the ball expertly. 


” THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 


THANKS ENGLISH AND SCOTS 


FROM JOHN DOYLE 


THE Republic of ireland, often solely recognised 
as a nursery for the more famous Soccer powers 
of Europe, has exploded into a super team for the 


first time in history. 


What has transformed 
traditionally individual 
players into a team disci- 
plined to challenge 
seriously for the European 
Nations Cup in 
Germany? 

The answer scenes im- 
possible! The new men at 
the helm of Irish Soccer 
are famous Englishmen 
who have convinced the 
greens that all beauty and 
creativeness must contain 
functional discipline. 

The first part of a formid- 
able assignment is com- 
plete, they have reached 
the final right in the cup for 
a historic first time. 

Drawn now in group two. 
they will meet three of the 
elite, England, Holland 
and Russia to complete 
the fairytale. 

However daunting the 
thought, some men close 
to the Irish camp have 
allowed optimism to soar 
to heights reserved only 
for favourites. 

The path to Germany 
was paved with stories fit 
only for fiction. 

Scotland played a major 
role in the scenario that 
parted the waters of 
history. 

Their late goal sunk the 
Bulgarian challenge to put 
the Irish into ecstasy. 

England, the traditional 
enemy, pitched in and lent 
not one but two hands, in 
the form of her famous 
coaching sons Jack Charl- 
ton and Maurice Setters, 

These legendary old 
professionals demanded 
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discipline to go with the in- 
dividual flair and finished 
with a formula for success. 


No Worry 


Jacks Chariton’s 
optimism Is reflected by 
his statement that he Is 


RUUDGULLITT - 
not so worrled about his 


mother 
England. 
Yet, England have de- 
monstrated by their recent 
demolition job on Yugostla- 


country, 


via that the poms will peak 
right a time. 

His assignment becom- 
es more prestigious and 
demanding when the 
second game against Hol- 
land takes place, three 
days later, on June 15. 


The new superman of 
Dutch Soccer and sensa- 
tion of the Italian league is 
Ruud Gullit. 


Compared _ favourably 
with the incomparable, 
Maradona as the best 
player in the World, he is 
on show for Holland. 


The final barrier to a 
miracle that would see Ire- 
land celebrate in the best 
way possible the mille- 
nuim, the 1000th birthday 
of its capital Dublin is the 
mysterious Russia. 


The mighty Russian 
power stopped the ele- 
gance and precision of 
French Soccer. 


The greens must rise to 
this final hurdle to gain en- 
try to the arena of the elite, 
the European semifinals 
and finals. 


The Irish have repre- 
sentatives from clubs all 
over Europe. 


They are names held in 
awe in their homeland, 
names like Liam Brady, 
Frank Stapleton, Ronnie 
Whelan, Kevin Moran, 
Ray Houghton, Mark Law- 
renson and John Aldridge. 


When the finals come to 
Germany in June, the 17th 
of March will be long gone. 

But if a miracle happens 
in Munich the Irish will 
once more celebrate St 
Patricks day and the Dub- 
lin millenium in style. The 
Style of a champion. 
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scorelines do not always Somedays the ball goes 


reflect-the way a team has 
played. 
| asked Attie Abonyi if 
Saints had played as well 
as its 6-0 hammering of 
Adelaide City suggested. 
He said no. 


into the back of the net, 
somedays it doesn’t. 

Goals make a huge im- 
Pression on a game. 

They often can turn the 
whole trend of a game 
around. 


MIKE JOHNSON is a former English professional Soccer player. He 
played as full time professional with Doncaster Rovers, Brighton, 
Fulham and Newcastie United. He is an English Football Association 
coach. in Australia he has coached top teams — Sutherland, St 
George BSC, West Adelaide, APIA, Wollongong United (now Wol- 
longong Macedonia) and Fairy Meadow in the NSW State League. 
His television series The Basic Skills of Soccer was shown for the 
first time in 1980 on ABC, concurrently with another television series 
of his, Fitness for Sport. His book Fitness for Sport won a quick 
among schools and junior clubs throughout Australia. 


acceptance 

He has had outstanding success coaching young players, many of 
whom have gone on to represent Australia at Soccer. 

He says that everyone of these players, despite their eventual 
success, was deficient in basic skills because of inadequate 
coaching in their early years, and that all of them would have been 
better players if they had developed good basic grounding of skill 
when they were young. 


Penalties, corners, free 
kicks often produce goals 
completely against the run 
of the general play. 

Analyse the goals in the 
Saints’ 6-0 rout of Ade- 


laide City. 
A first ever goal from a 
dipping long distance 


drive by full back David 
Green, an own goal, a 
penalty, another long dist- 
ance goal by a defender, 
Andy Koczka. 


That is how it goes some 


days. 
Over the season, class, 
training, skills, organisa- 


tion, commitment will all 
tell, but over a game, any- 
thing can happen,though, 
it seems not to Liverpool 
this year. 


Entertainment 


it does appear that 
there will be no runaway 
leaders In our top league 
this year. 

APIA which in 1987 
almost went through the 
season undefeated 
crashed this year at the 
first hurdle. 

St George, Sydney 
Croatia, Preston Macedo- 
nia, Melbourne Croatia, 
Sydney Olympic, Marconi, 
Lions and Wolves, all look 


capable of beating on 
another. 

Brunswick with Charli 
Egan and Gary McDowa 
late reinforcements als 
look a useful side. 

| applaud the move to tr 
and clean up the game ani 
give skill a chance. 

It will produce the inevit 
able over-reaction wit 
some referees, neverthe 
less overall it will be gooc 
for the game. 


Along with this move i 
would be good to see ar 
incentive introduced tc 
attack and score goals. 

Amateur Soccer is fo) 
the benefit of the players 
professional Soccer is fo) 
the benefit of spectators. 

Without spectators 
there is no professiona 
Soccer. 


To say that winning is 
entertainment is foolish. 

There is only one winne 
in the National League. 

Last year APIA was tha 
winner, all the rest were 
losers (let us excuse S 
George). 

If the losers did not en: 
tertain their fans with excit: 
ing games what rewarc 
was there for the spectato! 
who watched them al 
season? 


NEWCASTLE AUSTRAL 


ACCEPTS CHALLENGE 


AUSTRAL United Football Club Limited was 
formed as Newcastle Austral S.F.C. in 1956 by 
brothers Con and John Mitsios and Adolf 
Mocher. 

This came about from the ashes of migrant camp 
team Greta Austral, formed by a myriad of new 
Australians who played with success, particularly 
with Adolf at centre-haif, in the late 50's. 

During the 60's Austral were a consistently 
successful club, winning major honors late in the 
decade. 

In 1969 Willie Gallagher, our current senior 
coaech, was a member of the Grand Final winning 
team. 

During that time the club attracted some of the 
best local players including Ron Giles, as well as 
importing Tom Garrett, who won a F.A. Cup Win- 
ners Medal with the famous Blackpool side which 
included Stanley Matthews. Ken Twidle, long term 
first team member, and Ray Lloyd who went on to 
represent Australia. 

Since buying the land to develop Austral Park, the 
club has spentfifteen years getting to a stage where 
it will be the premierclub in Newcastle. 

During that time every effort was made by the 
directors to develop the ground and open a licensed 
club. Very little was spent on the football team, with 
a result that they spent most of the 70’s and early 
80’s in the Second Division. 

In 1985 Austral returned to the Northern N.S.W. 
Soccer Federation First Division and 1987 finished 
3rd in the competition, going on to win the Grand 
Final, beating favourites Adamstown Rosebud 3-2, 
after being 2 goals down at half time. 

The directors of Austral United S.F.C. have been 
concemed in the last couple of years that Newcastle 
Rosebud United Soccer Club could go the same 
way as their predecessor. 

The Newcastle Club was autonomous and not 
entirely supported by the Adamstown licenced club 
during this time. ‘ 
If the club liquidated, Newcastle representation i 
the N.S.W. State League and a way back to the 
National Soccer League would have been jeopar- 
dized. Many Sydney clubs would have pressured 
the N.S.W. State League to _ take our place. 
lt became apparent during 1987 that Newscastle 


Soccer Club could only be viable with solid financiz 
assistance and a permanent home. Austral Unite: 
S.F.C. took up the challenge. 


Management 


Con Mitsios is club president and a founda 
tion director. 

The club is fortunate to have a sound manage 
ment. 

Former Wallsend star Bob Frame, a former Austré 
coach, ffhas a direct business input to the club’ 
affairs. 

Other leading administrators are Luka Krmpotic 
Andrew Bzolzvich, Tom Price, Max Wilson, Davi 
Brown, Kathy Mulheron, Ross Adamthwaite ani 
Laurie Rose. 

Eddie Boards has replaced David McQuire, no\ 
the manager of the St. George Budapest Club i 
Sydney. 

Former player and Newcastle KB director Davii 
Brown is the new.club secretary. 


Former NSL coach Willie Gallagher is in charg 
of the coaching department, assisted by two highl 
experienced men in Peter Fairleigh and Bruc 
Tracey. 

Many of this year’s squad for the NSW Stat 
League campaign were members of the 198 
Northern NSW grand final winning side. 

None is better known than Howard Frederrich, wh 
played for Australia at both youth and senior level. 

Howard played in Sydney with Melita, but unfortc 
nately his career with Apia-Leichhardt was cut sho 
due to a badly broken leg. 

Andy Stankovic and David Jones are a pair wh 
were particularly well known in NSL circles, th 
former having turned out in the Sydney Olympi 
defence. 

Wagga product David Bowen, Stephen Blarc 
Wayne Bailey, David Wilson, Tony Razmovski an 
Brett Porter are amongst a big group who ar 
certain to give yeoman service to Newcastle i 
1988. 

And Newcastle must become a permanent fixtur 
in the heights of the game if Soccer is to make. du 
progress in Australia. 


COMPETITION SCHEDULED 
FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH 1988 


PRESENTED BY 
AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION 
AND THE 
AUSTRALIAN INDOOR SOCCER FEDERATION 

(NOMINATIONS CLOSE — 19th FEBRUARY 1988) 
STATE CONTACTS: NSW — Scott Gilligan (02) 7711677 (BH) 

QLD. — John Green (07) 2824860 (BH) 
TAS, — Herman Kroon C/- (002) 3257244 


W.A. — Rob Gillen (09) 3424351 
NATIONAL CONTACT: Dennis Murray (062) 472769 (BH) 


N.T. — Dennis Murray (062) 472769 (BH) 
S.A. — Dennis Murray (062) 472769 

VIC. — Eane Whitten (03) 3876022 (BH) 
ACT. — Airene Sein (062) 475603 (BH) 


WE take pleasure in extending to your School 
an INVITATION to participate in the SECOND 
COMMONWEALTH BANK NATIONAL SCHOOL 
BOYS CHAMPIONSHIPS to be conducted during 
February and March 1988 with the FINALS to be 
held in Canberra during the week commencing 
24th APRIL 1988. 

All Secondary Schools throughout Australia will 
be invited to enter ONE boys team comprising of 
TWELVE players under the age of NINETEEN years 
on 1/1/89, Additional players may only be added to 
the school team with the permission of the State 
Organiser and with proof of age at least seven days 
prior to scheduled games. 

Each nominated school will participate in an 
ELIMINATION SERIES arranged on a ZONE struc- 
ture In order to reduce travel costs. The WINNERS 
of the preliminary rounds will then progress to a 
DISTRICT FINAL to be held the week commencing 
6th Mafch 1988. 

DISTRICT FINAL WINNERS will then participate 
In the STATE FINALS to be held In the Capital City 
during the week commencing 13th MARCH 1988. 

TWO teams from each State will then be invited 
to participate In the FINAL to be held in CAN- 
BERRA during the week commencing 24th APRIL 
1988. 


The COMMONWEALTH BANK OF AUSTRALIA 
has provided for trophies to be presented to RE- 
GIONAL, DISTRICT, STATE AND NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS In addition to subsidy for 
accommodation for teams succeeding In making 
the Finals In Canberra. 

Additional support has bene received from the 
AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION. The Austra- 
lian Indoor Soccer Federation has decided that a 
NATIONAL TALENT SQUAD will be selected and 
invited to stay an extra THREE DAYS in Canberra 
for Coaching sessions with JOHNNY WARREN and 
the current AUSTRALIAN SENIOR MENS COACH, 
NICK NICOLOPOULOS. 


CONDITIONS: 

1. NOMINATIONS: 

(a) Nominations will only be accepted on an OFFI- 
CIAL form (attached), properly completed and 
endorsed by the SCHOOL PRINCIPAL who will 
also verify the ages of all nominated players. 

(b) Completed nomination forms must be returned 
to your State Organiser as listed on the back of 
this application form. 

(c) NOMINATIONS CLOSE ON FRIDAY 19th FEBRU- 
ARY 1988 late Nominations will not be accepted. 

(d) The National Co-Ordinating Officer for these 
Championships Is: 

Mr Dennis Murray, 

P.O. Box 2079, 
CANBERRA, ACT 2601. 
Phone: (062) 472769 (work) 
(062) (after hours) 


2. PLAYERS: 

(a) The Championship Committee has provided for 
teams comprising of a maximum of TWELVE 
players in accordance with the International 
Rules as set by the INTERNATIONAL INDOOR 
FOOTBALL FEDERATION (FIFUSA). 


Additional Players can only be added to the 
initial team list with the approval of your State 
Organiser and the production of acceptable 
proof of age. This replacement must be named 
at least SEVEN DAYS prior to the player repre- 
senting the School. 

(b) The players must be under the age of NINETEEN 
YEARS ON 1/1/89. 


Bobby Chariton kicks off at Geelong 


FORMER Manchester United and England star 
Bobby Chariton will kick-off the first semi-final of 
the Geelong Advertiser Cup at Bell Park Sports 
Club tonight (Wednesday) at 6pm. 


BY ROY HAY 


One of Soccer's legen- 
dary figures, he will also 
appear at a sporting even- 
ing at Bell Park on Thurs- 
day night and every soccer 
fan in the region will wnat 
to be there. 


The first semi-final will 
pit the home team against 
Geelong Soccer Club, 
which qualified for the final 
after the best match of the 
tournament so far against 
North Geelong. 

At full time, the teams 
shared four goals, but ten 
each would have reflected 
better the number of 


chances created. 

A strong wind did not 
hinder the skilful, commit- 
ted play of both teams, but 
aded a touch _of the unpre- 
dictable to the encounter. 


Vlado Stojanovski put 
North ahead in two mi- 
nutes as he pivoted to con- 
vert a cross-field pass by 
John Coutts. Despite 
enormous Geelong press- 
ure, led by Liam McClos- 
key and Mel Jones, North 
held out till the interval, 
with Eddie Radojevic com- 
ing closest to adding to 
North's lead. 

Against the wind in the 
second half, Geelong con- 
tinued to take the game to 
North and McCloskey 
scored after a Billy Munro 
free-kick had caused 
chaos in the North 
defence. 

Craig Plummer skipped 
clear down the left and 
fired over a cross for 
McCloskey to rise at the far 
post to give North the lead, 


but substitute Mirko Bran- 
dic equalised after John 
Hrkac’s  pile-driver _re- 
bounded from keeper Wil- 
ly Priest. 


Bell Park led Group A on 


semi-final 


5 points to East Geelong's 


4. In Group B_ North 
Geelong and Geelong 
both stand on 5. 


Krslovic 


to shine 


SYDNEY Croatia’s 
master coach Vedran 
Rozic made many com- 
plimentary remarks ab- 
out his new 20 year old 
midfield-striker Tony 
Krslovic yesterday. 

Sydney Croatia meets 
Apia on Saturday night at 
8pm in the match billed as 
the “Cup Winners vs the 
NSL Champions” at the 
Croatian Sports Centre. 

Sydney Croatia are the 
current NSL Cup holders 
whilst Apia are the current 
NSL champions. 

Rozic, obviously 
pleased by Krslovic’s cur- 
rent form, said: “Tony is a 
strong and clever lad and 
has a good future in top 
Soccer. “Another quali- 
ty he possess is his excel- 
lent vision and awareness 
of all that is going on 
around him, without 
actually appearing to 
look”’. 

Krslovie graduated from 
the Youth team and seems 
to have secured a regular 
spot in the club’s NSL 
team. 


Last Sunday Krslovic 


_ nailed both . goals in 


Croatia’s 0-2 win over Pre- 
ston, aithough he allowed 


after the game in Melbou- 
me that one could have 
been classed as an own 
goal. 

Krslovic’s skills will be 
thoroughly tested out on 
Saturday night by Apia, 
but Rozic has complete 
faith in the lad. 

“Apia again will be a 
strong side despite the fact 
that they have not had a 
good start. 

“Apia has dangerous 
men up front in McKinna, 
Brown and Phillips, a 
strong defence and an in- 
dustrious midfield”, Rozic 
allowed. 

This battle will be de- 
cided | feel by the tactics 
employed by the respec- 
tive tactical chiefs, Rozic 
and Rale Rasic. 

Croatia’s _strike-power 
has been enormously 
strengthened lately to 
ease some of the burden 
off Graham Armold and 
Robbie Slater's — shoul- 
ders. 

First by the promotion of 
Krslovic and secondly by 
the signing from Adam- 
stown of Sean Ingham, the 
former World Youth 
striker. 

Ingham is not expected 
to play on Saturday night 
as Rozic feels he’s not fully 
fit as yet. 

Both Sydney Croatia 
and Apia have Cup match- 
es tonight. 

— JOHN ECONOMOS 


AIRFACT 
AUSTRALIA Pty. Ltd. 
NATIONAL SCHOOLGIRLS INDOOR SOCCER 


CHAMPIONSHIPS 


COMPETITION SCHEDULED FOR 
FEBRUARY/MARCH 1988 


WE take pleasure in ex- 
tending to your School 
an INVITATION to 
Participate in the 
SECOND COMMON- 
BANK 
SCHOOL 
CHAMPION- 
SHIPS to be conducted 


Secondary 
Schools throughout 
Australia will be invited 
to enter ONE boys team 
comprising of TWELVE 
players under the age of 
NINETEEN years on 1/1/ 
89. Additional players 
may only be added to the 
school team with the 
permission of the State 
Organiser and with 
Proof of age at least 
seven days prior to 
scheduled games. 

Each nominated 
school will participate in 
ELIMINATION 
SERIES arranged on a 
ZONE structure In order 
to reduce travel costs. 
The WINNERS of the pre- 
liminary rounds will then 
progress to a DISTRICT 
FINAL to be held the 


DISTRICT FINAL WIN- 
NERS will then partici- 
pate in the STATE FI- 
NALS to be held in the 
Capital City during the 
week commencing 13th 
MARCH 1988. 

TWO teams from each 
State will then be invited 
to participate in the Fi- 
NAL to be held in CAN- 
BERRA during the week 
commencing 24th 
APRIL 1988. 

The COMMON- 
WEALTH BANK OF 
AUSTRALIA has _pro- 
vided for trophies to be 
presented to REGIO- 
NAL, DISTRICT, STATE 
AND NATIONAL CHAM- 
PIONS in addition to 
subsidy for 
accommodation 
teams succeeding in 
making the Finals in 
Canberra. 

Additional support 
has bene received from 
the AUSTRALIAN 
SPORTS COMMISSION. 
The Australian Indoor 
Soccer Federation has 
decided that a NATIO- 
NAL TALENT SQUAD 
will be selected and in- 
vited to stay an extra 
THREE DAYS in Can- 
berra for Coaching ses- 
sions with JOHNNY 
WARREN and the cur- 
rent AUSTRALIAN 


SENIOR MENS COACH, 
NICK NICOLOPOULOS. 


CONDITIONS: 
1. NOMINATIONS: 
(a) Nominations will only 
be accepted on an OFFI- 
CIAL form (attached), 
Properly completed and 
endorsed. By the 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
who will also verify the 
ages of all nominated 
players. 
(b) Completed nomina- 
tion forms must be re- 
turned to your State 
Organiser as listed on 
the back of this applica- 
tion form. 
(c) NOMINATIONS 
CLOSE ON FRIDAY 19th 
FEBRUARY 1988 late 
Nominations will not be 


accepted. 
(d)The National Co- 
Ordinating Officer for 


these 
Is: 

Mr Dennis Murray, 

P.O. Box 2079, 
CANBERRA, ACT 2601. 
@ (062) 472769 (work) 
(062) (after hours) 


Championships 


2. PLAYERS: 

(a) The Championship 
Committee has _ pro- 
vided for teams com- 
prising of a maximum of 
TWELVE players’ in 
accordance with the In- 
ternational Rules as set 
by the INTERNATIONAL 
INDOOR FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION (FIFUSA). 
Additional Players can 
only be added to the ini- 
tial team list with the 
approval of your State 
Organiser and the pro- 
duction of acceptable 
proof of age. This re- 
placement must be 
named at least SEVEN 
DAYS prior to the player 
representing the 
School. 

(b) The players must be 
under the age of NINE- 
TEEN YEARS ON 1/1/89. 


Tonight’s other game, in 
Group A, is academic with 
Adelaide City already 
qualified and playing Para 
Hills, yet to win a point and 
having two deducted for 
fielding an ineligible player 
in the opening game. 

Salisbury are also semi- 
finalists from Group A, with 
a game to come next week 
against Croatia who, like 
Para, have lost two points 
for fielding an_ ineligible 
player and can't catch the 
Berries or City, who drew 
when they met two weeks 
ago. 


While Lion crashed 
against Hellas, they did 
show some fine touches, 
Particularly in a 20-minute 
second half spell when 
they had Hellas on the 
ropes, but failed to add the 
KO punch. 


When they did go close, 
goalkeeper Chris Tsoleri- 
dis was there to block the 
shots and Hellas sailed 
through. 


Campbelitown has 
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Lion aiming to roar 
into Ampol semis 


been struggling with a new 
formation, but coach Dave 
Jenkins saw glimpses of 
hope when his men beat 
Beograd, and the struggle 
with Lion could be a 
classic. 


Charlie Stewart and 
Bep De Vries are a formid- 
able combination for Lion 
up front, and there should 
be a fascinating duel when 
big Ossie Michelon, the 


rock in Campbelltown’s 
defence, clashes with 
Stewart. 


REFEREE WANTED 


For Indoor Senior Soccer. 
Preferably badged/qualified 
POPULAR INDOOR CENTRE 
night and weekend work. 
CHULLORA INDOOR SPORTS CENTRE 

27/33 Roberts Rd, Chullora 


& 642 0243 


Poor Para, beaten in its 
two minor round games, 
losing 1-0 to Croatia last 
week after a 2-1 defeat 


against Salisbury, could 
be in for a hammering 
tonight in their final sortie. 

Adelaide City coach 
Zoran Matic has used very 
few of his West End Natio- 
nal League players in the 
two Ampo!l Cup rounds, 
but has said he will throw 
them in for the final minor 
round so they can qualify 
to play in the semi- 
finals. 


19. 


THE Super League is having some success with its night competition with 


the first five night matches attracting over 1500 fans on each night. 


In terms of world figures 
this does not seem much. 

But comparisons over 
recent years show 1988 to 
be a successful compaign. 

The standard, however, 
still leaves a lot to be de- 
sired, though it is still early 
days with clubs trying new 
players and more still to 
arrive in WA from other 


quarters of the globe. 
With fingers crossed, 
one hopes the new 


League, run by a body of 
independent commission- 
ers, will find at least some 
of the answers to the 
codes problems. 

The vexing question is: 
How can a game that is the 
biggest in the world with 
the most powerful image 
flouder so badly in Aus- 
tralia? 

If the night series is any 
guide it's a question of who 
will fill second spot behind 
Stirling Macedonia? 

Macedonia have _ pro- 
duced one power display 
after another with at least 
five quality players sitting 
on the sidelines. 

It will take astute trans- 
fers to keep other clubs in 
the hunt for the premier- 
ship. 

Over the past five years 
Macedonia have looked a 
powerful combination. 

But nothing compares 
with the current squad. 

They still have a striker 
to come from Eire who is 
reputed to be among the 


best goalscorers in the 
League of Ireland. 

His worth can only be 
judged in time. 

But if he is of the quality 
of his friend, full-back De- 
rek Grace, presently with 
Macedonia, then the club 
appear to have struck gold 


once again. 

Perth Italia, the 
amalgamation of Perth 
Azzurri, East Fremantle 


Tricolore and second divi- 
sion Balcatta Etna, was 
supposed to have taken 
WA Soccer by storm. 

At the moment, howev- 
er, Italia are anything but 
championship material, 
and a lot of work has to be 
attempted if they are to be 
a force in WA. 

Cynics are already pre- 
dicting that in 1989, Azzur- 
ri, Tricolore and Etna will 
be back as_ individual 
teams. But there is a lot of 
water to run under the 
bridge. 

The eight-club night 
competition is meant to be 
a taste of things to come 


for the winter season 
proper. 
So far, Macedonia are 


way in front, while you 
could throw four or five 
clubs into the hat and 
come up with number two. 

Kingsway Olympic, 
Bayswater Inter, Floreat 
Athena and Spearwood 
Dalmatinac have claims 
on second best — at this 
stage. 


Coaching 

Former Manchester 
United defender Francis 
Burns has control of Ita- 
lla, Ken Worden remains 
with Athena, Jimmy 
Dunne with Inter. John 
O'Connell with Olympic 
and Stuart Kamasz, the 


brother of Stefan, has 
full control of Dalma- 
tinac. 


The two new teams in 
the Super League, up from 
second division, are Sor- 
rento, a team from the 
Northern Suburbs and 
North Perth Croatia. 

Neither team should 
have entered the Super 
League in place of long 
time top club Inglewood 
Keiv. 


The silly part was that 
Sorrento, who won the 
second division, got 12 
points for that effort while 
Croatia got eleven for 
finishing second. 

Kiev could only manage 
three points for surviving 
just in the State League. 


The same must be said 
for Cockburn United who 
dropped to second divi- 
sion on the criteria. 

Still the die has been 
cast, and hopes are high 
that something can come 
out of the new competition, 
and the night series should 
be guide as to how the fu- 
ture might pan out. 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE NORTH 


CROATIA DOWNS ADAMSTOWN 
AND GOES INTO THE LEAD 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


SYDNEY Croatia con- 
tinued their fine start to 
the season, taking out- 
right top place with a 
2-0 win over Adam- 
stown last Saturday in 
the top of the table 
clash. 

"Adamstown had little 
answer to two goals either 
side of the half-time break 
and Tony Kardum once 
again found the target for 
his fourth of the season to 
wrap up the points for 
Croatia. 

Last year’s champs, 
Sydney Olympic, con- 
tinued their shaky start to 
the new season losing to 
St George in a scrappy 
match at Parramatta 
Stadium. 

The Saints moved to 
second place on goal 
difference from Adam- 
stown through a fine Bing- 
ley goal in the second half. 

The Italy derby between 
Marconi and Apia Leic- 
hhardt was postponed, 
leaving the two sides still 
without a point, along with 
Wollongong who had the 
bye. 


CROATIA 2 
ADAMSTOWNO 
Croatia 
20 


successfully 


halted the Adamstown 
fairytale start to the sea- 
son and in the process 
took top place with a 2-0 
victory at the Croatian 
Sports Centre last 
weekend. 

For Adamstown it was 
their first match away from 
home and the journey to 
Sydney could bring about 
their downfall as the sea- 
son unfolds. 

David Fitzharris opened 
the scoring in the 38th mi- 
nute and Tony Kardum 
added the clincher 10 mi- 
nutes into the second 
period. 

Kardum’s goal kept the 
young star’s goal a game 
record intact. 

Next week Croatia are 
favoured to beat Marconi 
at home while Adamstown 
must travel to second 
place St George, where 
once again their character 
will be tested. 


YMPIC O 

ST GEORGE i 
St George and Olym- 
pic, arguably the most 
attractive and best 


attacking sides in the 
league, fought out a sur- 


prisingly dour match at 
Parramatta Stadium 
with the Saints just mar- 
ching home 1-0. 

St George deserved the 
points in a game marred by 
heavy tackling and often 
static play. Up front Olym- 
pic lacked the necessary 
punch with George Sorras 
and Jason Bennett out of 
touch, whereas at the 
other end the Saints 
proved more effective. 

In the first half Steve Di- 
moudis had two chances 
to put St George ahead 
from eight metres and 20 
metres but with only Clint 
Gosling to beat the striker 
twice hit his shot at the 


New Zealand inter- 
national. 
At half-time, with the 


scores still deadlocked, St 
George replaced Warien 
with Bingley, and it was the 
sub who grabbed the all 
important goal in the 67th 
minute. 

A beautiful build-up. 
Starting in midfield ended 
with llic laying the ball back 
for Bingley, who gave 
Gosling no chance from 
the edge of the area. 
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| WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


VID ANDREWS WRITES 


1988 will be the year of 
the Super League for 
Western Australia. 

That is the end result of 
the manouvers of 1987 in 
which a brave new world 
was beckoning. 

The hopes of many that 
the State Government 
Task Force would produce 
that new world were 
dashed when conserva- 
tive forces found the votes 
to maintain the status quo, 

But in the darkness 
there was some light when 
the pressure of the Task 
Force for change led the 
code to having a serious 
look at themselves. 

What they have come 
up with is much of the 
same but a reduction of the 
State League from 12 
clubs to eight. 

Hopefully Soccer will 
benefit with fewer clubs 
competing for more play- 


efs and so increasing the 
standard. 

But the plan still fails to 
come to grips with the 
basic fundamental prob- 
lem facing the code, not 
only in WA, but throughout 
Australia. 

Today’s game is built on 
an ethnic base that has lit- 
tle relevance to Australia 
or Australians. 

Unless Soccer is pre- 
pared to address this 
aspect of the future then 
we will continue to struggle 
for recognition among the 
general public, and more 
importantly in the major 
areas of the media. 

| re-iterate a statement 
made in this space re- 
served for WA last year — 
that a Floreat Athena, a 
Sydney Croatia or a Pre- 
ston Makedonia will 
appeal to no one but a 
Greek, a Croatian or 
Macedonian. 

In other words, Soccer 
continues to appeal to ex- 
tremely small minorities. 

Certainly without the 
migrants Soccer would 
have not reached its pre- 
sent position. 

Unfortunately that posi- 
tion is growing weaker 
each year, and very few 
people are prepared to 


Letters to 


THANKS TO 
SOCCEROOS 


| attended the Socceroo’s 
match against Dynamo 
Zagreb at Parramatta Sta- 
dium on Friday night with 
six young Soccer players, 
aged between sixyrs and 
15yrs. 

Throughout the match, 
these youngsters sought 
autographs from the Au- 
ssie reserve bench and 
every player signed their 
books. It was a thrill for the 
lads but the best was yet to 
come. 

At the conclusion of the 
very exciting match, we 
waited outside the play- 
er's dressing rooms and 
everyone of the Soccer- 
os, as they left the dress- 
ing rooms were 
approached and sought 
after for autographs. The 
players showed marvel- 
lous patience with the 
youngsters and their atti- 
tude and manner will 
leave a magic impression 
on these lads for the rest of 
their lives. The Socceroos, 
Eddie Thompson = and 
Frank Arok, signed these 
kids books, their photo- 
graphs (which were sup- 
plied by the players), their 
arms and their t-shirts. Not 
once did they refuse, or 
show any disinterest. 

To see these kids para- 
ding around with their 
shirts covered with the 
signatures of the Soccer- 
00s coaches, the captain 
and their heroes is a sight 
to behold. They will never 
forget it. 

The Socceroos won on 
the field tonight and we all 
know it may not always be 
the case, but so long as 
the players and _ their 
handlers retain the atti- 
tude and caring for young 
fans they displayed to our 
boys, they will always walk 
away from any ground 
WINNERS!!! Well done, 


Australia. Larry N. Grant, 
Liverpool Albion 

Soccer Club, 

Ashcroft. 


PRIVATE AND 
HIGH SCHOOLS 


Dear Sir, 

The article on the Aus- 
tralian Schoolboys Soc- 
cer team that has just 
completed a tour of the US 
and UK with special pro- 
minence given to two boys 
who are pupils of the Knox 
Grammar school is worth 
commenting on 

Knox was one, if not the 
first, exclusive NSW_ pri- 
vate schools to adopt Soc- 
cer as a schoo! sport and 
take it seriously some 
years ago. 


Unlike some of our ex- 
clusive private schools 
which are stronger on im- 
age then substance, Knox 
has a well earned reputa- 
tion for excellence which it 
would appear now ex- 
tends to Soccer. 


This is despite the fact 
that in a school like Knox 
with a strong rugby tradi- 
tion and bias combined 
with the fact that Soccer is 
to some extent not a 
socially acceptable foot- 
ball game in many circles 
there, which means that 
many boys who are in- 
clined towards Soccer are 
dissauded from playing or 
give away playing Soccer 
in preference to Tuaby or 
some other sport. 


This .means_ that _ulti- 
mately Soccer at Knox is 
at best only a secondary 
sport but despite this 
handicap according to 
your paper and other 
sources they have, in the 
short time they had been 
playing Soccer, consis- 
tantly produced some of 
the best young junior play- 
ers in Sydney, as well as 
the best private school 
teams in Sydney. 


Finally the question | 
would like answered is 
why is it that we have 
numerous high schools in 
Sydney, Newcastle and 


bite the .bullet and recog- 
nies that the future rests 
with Australia and Austra- 
lians, in all their multi- 
cultural groups. 

Other sports have done 
so to their profit. 

Therefore, one must 
look with pessimism at 
WA's latest venture into 
what has been called the 
Super League. 

Certainly the clubs be- 
hind the concept deserve 
credit for recognising that 
something had to be done 
to improe the image of the 
code in WA. 

But what of the financial 
support offered by the 
State government of WA 
that could have reached 
$10 million dollars? 

The Minister for Sport 
and Recreation, Mr Gra- 
ham Edwards, has made it 
clear that the Soccer 
Federation has done no- 
thing to deserve financial 
support from the Govern- 
ment. 

Calls for a blueprint for 
the development of the 
game have produced two 
plans that have less than 
thrilled Mr Edwards. 

Just as big a blow is the 
impending retirement of 
the Premier of WA, Mr 
Brian Burke, who should 


be sidelined at the end of 
this month and preparing 
to take up the position of 
Australian ambassador to 
Ireland. 

The Premier was Soc- 
cer’s biggest ally with his 
sons playing the game at 
the highest level in WA. 

With him gone, the 
financial god-mother has 
all but put away her magic 
wand. 

The WA Federation still 
harbours hope that a 
financial consideration will 
come its way in the form of 
a $750,000 grant that was 
the original sum offered 
some four to five years ago 
when Mr Burke came to 
office. 

But even that amount is 
unlikely to find its way to 
Soccer unless a meaning- 
ful plan can be presented 
that is serious abou the de- 
velopment of the code in 
this State. 

The odds are that Soc- 
cer will have to fend for it- 
self, and the record in this 
direction has been less 
than impressive. 

Hopefully, the Super 
League connections have 
development plans that 
can convince the Govern- 
ment that Soccer has a 
future. 


the Cditor 


Wollongong who have 
been playing Soccer 
seriously for eternity in an 
environment where Soc- 
cer is on a much more 
favourable and competi- 
tive basis against rival 
football codes than at 
Knox, but yet the percen- 
tage of really talented 
young juniors coming 
from the traditional Soccer 
playing high schools is 
very low, it would appear, 
compared to Knox. 

| hope those people in- 
volved in high school Soc- 
cer take note and respond 
to this letter. 

! would be most in- 
terested in what they have 
to say and correct me if my 
observations are incor- 
rect otherwise it would 
appear there is something 
very deficent about the 
way high school Soccer 
operates in NSW. 

Soccer fan, Sydney 
(Name and = address 
supplied) 


[A thought provoking let- 
ter, which is bound to stir 
up some strong emotions 
amongst high school Soc- 
cer personalities! — Ed] 


COME ON, . 
SOCCEROOS! 


AS most will agree, the 


Socceroos v Dinamo Zag- 
reb match at Parramatta 
Stadium was an inspiring 
spectacle of solid football 
for victory-starved Austra- 
lian Soccer Fans 


A gutsy effort by all play- 
ers gave us great heart 
and something to cheer 
about. The crowd was not 
large but managed more 
noise this time for Frank 
Arok and his players 


However, as a Scottish 
friend remarked, it was as 
if we were away from 
home. The attitude shown 


by many, no doubt ex- 
patriate Yugoslavs  to- 
wards their adopted 


country’s team was very 
disappointing. 

Very rarely have | heard 
of another team being 
booed on to the pitch, yet 
the Australian Socceroo's 
— the HOME team — suf- 
fered this fate. 

Perhaps, | am_ being 
oversensitive and naive, 
yet as Australian Soccer is 
again on the move, it 
would be to its benefit for 
all Australians to support 
the national team. There is 
always room for other 
loyalties, but fet's not 
make it any harder for our 
Socceroos. 

R. Roxburg, 
Glenorie 2157 


NORTH BANKSTOWN 
SOCCER CLUB 


GOALKEEPER REQUIRED 


FOR U15 YOUTH LEAGUE 


For further enquiries, contact 
coach Allan Buxton on 709 2561 
or manager Bob Chisholm on 
773 3814. 


Pe ET OE a ee 


_ AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


The NSW Amateur Federation 


RUSHY’ CORNER 


Supporting 130,000 players in the State 


Canterbury Association 
Wins big RSL Sponsorship 


CANTERBURY-Hurlstone Park R.S.L Club will 
again sponsor the Canterbury and Districs Soc- 
cer Football Association to the tune of $10,000. 

The mammoth sponsorship deal will be used to offset 
the rising costs of Youth League and representative foot- 


ball. 


The R.S.L Club are to be congratulated for their con- 
tinuing support of junior sport and in particular, Soccer. 

The Canterbury Association is convinced that 1988 
will be a huge year for their district and they are certainly 


off to a great start. 


While on the subject of sponsorship deals, Sydney 
Branch have come to terms Umbro, who will sponsor this 
year's Youth League competition. 


Any club who wins the Youth League this year will be 
entitled to $500 worth of Umbro goods, provided they 
have been using Umbro match balls throughout the year. 

All matches in the Gucci Shield have been put back 
one week due to the torrential rain experienced over the 


weekend. 


Second leg matches will be played as originally sche- 
duled this weekend, with round two matches taking place 


on Thursday February 25. 


Is your club receiving its fair share of space on this 


page? 


We will endeavour to use all junior material re- 
ceived. However if we do not receive it we can’t print 


it. 


Too many Nepean boys fly the coop 


writes BRAD EARL 


NEPEAN’s representa- 
tive Soccer teams are 
faced with a classic 
Catch-22 situation as 
they prepare for the 
start of the 1988 sea- 
son next month. 

If they. perform in the 
highly competitive first di- 
vision of the NSW Youth 
League, opposing clubs 
will move in to” poach 
players. 

However, if they don’t 
perform, they will face re- 
legation to the second divi- 
sion and more players will 
look elsewhere to further 
their Soccer careers. 

Every year Nepean 
loses talented players. 

Regional director of 
coaching, David Berten- 
shaw, aptly describes the 
loss of five Nepean rep 
player from last year — in- 
cluding the district's only 
two state players — as a 
“brain drain”. 

To find out wheie those 
youngsters have gone, 
look no further than the top 


five placings in the com- 
bined pointscore for first 
division last year — Apia, 
Marconi, Sydney Olympic, 
Blacktown City and Melita. 

Nepean, by contrast, 
finished 11th overall in the 
14-team competition. 

The Youth League set- 
up, comprising four teams 
from under-13 to under- 
17, pits amateur associa- 
tion teams against Natio- 
nal and State League 
clubs. 

As an association, Ne- 
pean is competing against 
clubs who are able to offer 
youngsters the chance of 
eventually progressing to 
NSL or State League 
ranks. 

Yet staying with Nepean 
doesn’t stop young play- 
ers going on to bigger 
things once they leave 
Youth League. 

That has been proven 
by the progress of players 
from the district's best rep- 
resentative team of recent 
seasons. 


Several members of 


Nepean’s 1985 under-16_ 


team have graduated to 


senior clubs _ .including 
Andrew Blow, ‘Trevor 
Daley, Darren Pratt, Scott 
Ashton (Melita), Chris Ack- 
erley, Brett Budwee (Mar- 
coni), Jason Whant (Syd- 
ney Croatia) and Peter 
Bennett (Blacktown City). 

The cost of fielding rep- 
resentative teams was 
more than $11,000 last 
year. 

However, there is ample 
justification for that sort of 
expenditure if Nepean 
produces senior stars 
from its junior teams. 

Socceroo goalkeeper 
Mike Gibson came 
through Nepean's repre- 


sentative ranks before 
joining Penrith United, 
Penrith City and St 
George. 


Gibson has now estab- 
lished himself as Austra- 
lia's number two 
goalkeeper, underlining 
the fact that this district can 
produce players who can 
go all the way to the top. 

Unfortunately, the lack 
of a truly representative 
senior club is a disadvan- 
tage because it does not 


Rain affects Gucci 


DUE to the rain affected 
surfaces at Valentine 
Park, all of Sunday's 


GUCCI 
SHIELD 
RESULTS 


Round 1. First Leg. 

Illawarra 1 Rockdale 0, 
Gladesville Hornsby 3 
Campbelltown City 2, 
Sutherland 1 North 
Bankstown 0. All other 
weekend matches cal- 


led off due to weather. 
Round 1. Second 
Leg. 


Illawarra 4, Rockdate 0 
(aggregate 5-0 to Illa- 
warra). MacArthur 2 War- 
tingah Freshwater 0 
(aggregate to MacArthur 
5-0). 


Gucci Shield matches 
and the Sutherland v 


Ku-ring-gai __ divisional 
play-off had to be 
transferred to other 
grounds. 


Grounds are not easy to 
find at this time of year and 
competition secretary Bill 
Cullinan has had to work 
overtime in order to have 
all games played. 

During the week | in- 
spected the fields and it 
would appear that it will be 
many weeks before they 
are in a fit state to play foot- 
ball on. 

The Sydney Branch of 
the NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation will be holding 
special meetings with all 
representative convenors 
and Youth League mana- 
gers in order for them to 
become familiar with the 
competition rules and by- 
laws. 

The Branch hopes that 
this will prevent any dis- 


Shield 


putes arising and that the 
competition will run even 
smoother than it already 
does. 

The meetings are to be 

held at the Punchbowl 
R.S.L., Division One on 
Monday February 22 and 
Division Two on Wednes- 
day 24. 
_ Canterbury Marrickville 
were forced to pull out of 
the Gucci Shield as they 
were unable to field a 
team. The club assures 
me that they will be ready 
for the competition proper. 

Four clubs are already 
fully registered for the sea- 
son. Sutherland, Ku-ring- 
gai, Manly and Central 
Coast have all well and tru- 
ly beaten the deadline of 
March 6. 

— BY RUSHY 


provide young players 
with the chance to pro- 
gress to the top level within 
their district. 

The demise of Penrith 
United and Penrith City 
took away that vital link 
while Penrith Uruguay still 
has to convince local Soc- 
cer followers that it is will- 
ing to promote Nepean 
juniors. 

Bertenshaw believes it 
is imperative that Ne- 
pean’s representative 
sides continue to com- 
plete against the best play- 
ers in NSW. 

One of his initiatives as 
regional director of 
coaching is a pre-season 
training camp for the 
Youth League teams. 

“My aim this year is to 
provide more incentive for 
these boys to be here," he 
said. 

“We may not have a lot 
of stars, but we do have 
kids who want to play for 
this district.”” 


ES 


TODAY’s picture is of 
Fred Corben AOM (see 
story in ASW February 
10 Issue). He Is still very 
active with Punchbowl! 
Soccer Club and Can- 
terbury SFA. The club 
conducts the ‘Four n 
Twenty Plies’ under 10 
championship, with up 
to 80 teams entering. 


NSW FEDERATION 
OF SOCCER COACHES 


COACHING SEMINAR 


Friday February 26 
Guest Coach: David Lee 
TOPIC: IS THERE ANY 
EFFECTIVE TEENAGE COACHING? 
Seminar includes video presentation 
also AGM commencing 6.30pm sharp. 


FROM THE DUGOUT 


with John Frew 


A MATTER 
OF PHYSICS 


THE study of science is 
an exact one which 
arises from observing 
nature. {t culminates 
more often than not in 
the laws of physics. 

As Soccer players 
and coaches we owe it 
to ourselves to take 
lessons from where 
ever we can and the 
laws of physics can 
teach us a lot about 
technique and attitude. 

For us the most import- 
ant formula is that of 
Power. Simply stated pow- 
er (P) is equal to the force 
applied (F) times the dist- 
ance (d) over which the 
force travels, divided by 
the time (t) it takes to travel 
that distance. 


p=Fxd 
t 
To play with power is to 
control these three 
factors. 


First lets look at force. 
Force is a product of the 
mass (m) of an object and 
the acceleration (a) at 
which it moves. 


F=ma. 


Soccer players must 


realise it is the accelera- 
tion that holds the key to 
power. 

We all know of players 
who can produce thunder- 
bolt shots without seeming 
to put in much effort. Ray 


Bartz, that great Austra- 
lian player was one. These 
players know how to 
accelerate their striking 
foot so it reaches the ball at 
its maximum velocity. This 
is known as timing. 

When you practice 
shooting, or passing, work 
at beginning your kick 
easily at the top of your 
back swing and accelerat- 
ing through the ball. You 
will be pleased with the 
result. 


Tackling is another area 
to look at. As you move into 
the tackle accelerate. This 
will improve the power of 
your tackles and you will 
enjoy the success it 
brings. 

The other two factors of 
power are distance and 
time and controlling these 
will also improve your 
power. 

At training your coach 
often gets you to run set 
distances. These may be 
sprints or endurance work. 
To increase your power al- 


ways try to run these as 
quickly as possible to re- 
duce the time factor. Do 
this and your power as a 
olayer will improve. 

On the other hand the 12 
minute run is a popular 
training activity and if your 
coach likes these then set 
your mind to get over the 
most distance in that time. 

Your attitude towards 
the laws of physics, like all 
things will help you, and 
your team, become a more 
powerful force in the Soc- 
cer world. 

Another law of physics 
that has not been formul- 
ised but it is easily 
observed is that of atti- 
tude. Your attitude to your 
football and your prepara- 
tion to play it is the real con- 
trolling factor to your suc- 
cess on the field. 


SOON TO BE RE- 


LEASED BY KANGAR- 
OO PRESS IS JOHN 


FREW’S BOOK — 
“The Art of Coaching 
Kids.” 


NSW AMATEUR 
SOCCER FEDERATION LTD 


x Applications are called for 
the positions of 


COACH AND 
MANAGER 


for the 1989 Under 13 State team 
+ Applications in writing stating 
qualifications and experience to the 
Secretary, Florence Stephenson 
482 Meurants Lane, Parklea 2148. 
Applicants close March 8, 1988. 
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Josimar delays move to Dundee 


United 


BRAZILIAN international Josimar has renewed his contact with Rio club 
Botafogo and will probably join Scotland’s Dundee United in June, Botafogo 
vice-president Emil Pinheiro said on Wednesday. 

“The agreement with the Scottish team is 90 per cent settled. Josimar will stay for six 
months to compete in the state championship,” said Pinheiro in a television interview at 
a training ground outside Rio where the team are preparing for Saturday’s start of the 


state championship. 


“I want to win a title for Botafogo,'’ Josimar was quoted as saying in Wednesday's 
edition of the Jornal dos Sports. For this reason we'll leave everything ready for my 
transfer to Scotland, but I'll only travel in the middle of the year. | want to be a champion 
in my farewell to the club.” Pinheiro did not give details of the contract but local press 
reports have put the value of Josminar’s transfer fee at about $1.2 million. 


Greek 
violence 


THREE people were in- 
jured when rival fans of 
two Greek First Divi- 
sion teams clashed 
after a match in an Ath- 
ens stadium, police 
said. 

They said a policeman 
and a women were struck 
by stones and a third man 
was stabbed inside a train 
during violence following a 
1-1 draw between Olym- 
piakos Piraeus and AEK 
Athens. 

The stabbed man was 
taken to hospital. 


Turks 
punished 


THE Turkish First Divi- 
sion club Genclerbirli- 
gi has been banned 
from European Cup 
matches for two years 
because it played a 
game in the breakaway 
Turkish Republic of 
North Cyprus. 

An official of the Turkish 
Football Federation said 
the club, which is not in 
contention for a European 
Cup place this year, was 
also banned from playing 
any non-Turkish team for 
one year. 

Genclerbirligi played 
the match in the Turkish 
Cypriot republic despite 
warnings that it was violat- 
ing rulings of FIFA that 
games in non-member 
States must be sanctioned 
in advance. 

The Turkish Cypriot re- 
public, proclaimed unila- 
terally in 1983, is recog- 
nised only by Turkey and is 
not a member of FIFA. 
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Nigeria goes pro 


NIGERIA says it will introduce professional Soc- 
cer next year to raise the standard of the game in 


their country. 


“Professional football in Nigeria is now a reality and it is 
to take-off in February, 1989,’’ Sports Minister Bayo La- 


wal announced in Lagos. 


He said the military government would pass a law soon 
to back the scheme and the time gap was to allow for an 
implementation committee to make arrangements for a 


smooth take-off. 


Soccer administrators say professional football would 
enable Nigeria to retain at home many of their Soccer 
stars currently playing abroad especially in Europe. 

Lawal listed several benefits the authorities believed 
professional Soccer would bring to the country including 
higher pay for footballers and better sporting facilities. 

“Players will now show dedication and commitment 
thereby raising the standard of football in Nigeria,’’ Lawal 


said. 


The government, accepting the idea of professional 
Soccer in 1985, set up a committee of experts to draw up 
guidelines following agitations by players wanting to go 


professional. 


Lawal said the Nigeria Football Association would con- 
tinue to be in charge of Soccer but would have a division 
responsible for registering professional clubs. 


ee ee 

AFTER the way in which 
black superstar Mark Wal- 
ters was greeted at Ibrox 
by a barrage of bananas, 
Celtic wags have been 
warning Rangers’ new 
Danish international Jan 
Bartram to be prepared to 
be pelted with packets of 
Danish bacon. 


FANS of Italian Second 
Division club Brescia 
were so fed up with the 
form of their local 
heroes that they broke 
into the ground at night, 
dismantled the  goal- 
posts and sawed them 
up! 


DUTCH Soccer champions PSV Eindhoven, their 19- 
game record marred only by one draw this season, 
gave another highly confident display by trouncing 


FC Den Haag 9-1. 


Dutch international Ronald Koeman opened the 
scoring spreed through a penalty and later added a 
second as PSV opened a 6-0 halftime lead against 


lowly placed Den Haag. 


Hans Gilhaus joined Koeman, who is signing a new 
four year contract with PSV after turning down ven- 
tures from Barcelona, in scoring twice Gerald Vanen- 
burg, Anton Janssen, Soren Lerby, Eric Viscaal and 
Eric Gerets collected one each. 

But PSV, recording their 18th victory of the season, 
could not reach double figures and conceded a goal in 
the last minute of the match to Leo Schellevis. 

Ajax, trailing PSV by five points but with two more 
matches played, won 3-1 away to bottom-placed 


-=DS'79. 
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THE Lord’s Day 
Observance Society 
are luanching a cam- 
Paign in the House of 
Commons to fight 
plans to televise more 
Sunday matches. 

It reminds us of a 
famous conversation be- 


tween the great John 
Charles and Tommy 
Docherty. 


The Doc was teasing 
him about the inhibitions of 
Welsh life. ‘‘Are you 
allowed to drink on a Sun- 
day?” asked The Doc. 

“Oh, yes,” replied the 
unfailingly courteous 
Charles. 

“Are you allowed to 
make love to your wife ona 


Sunday?” asked The 
Doc. 
“Oh, yes,” —_ replied 


Charles. “‘As long as we 
don’t enjoy it.”” 


@ Highly rated Stoke City 
full back Lee Dixon has 
joined Arsenal following a 
$800,000 transfer. 

e The Danish Olympic 
selection defeated Au- 
stria’s FC Tirol 1-0 in the 
final of the King’s Cup, 
one of Asia’s most pre- 
stiglous tournaments, in 
Bangkok. 


RANGERS have resigned 
Iain Durrant, their bril- 
liant young Scottish in- 
ternational on a four year 
deal which will gross him 
more than $60,000. Ran- 
gers deputy manager Wal- 
ter Smith said: “He figures 
in our long term plans. It’s 
as simple as that.” 
eee0000 

THERE are worries that 
the career of Peter Withe, 
the former England striker, 
may be over. He has been 
told not to play Soccer 
again this season be- 
cause of a large blood clot 
in his calf and doctors are 
warning that unless he 
takes their advice he could 
have serious health prob- 
lems. 

Sheffield United have 
told him that in spite of his 
desire to continue playing 
they won't risk it under any 
circumstances. 
eeceeee 
STEVE McMahon and 
Paul Gascoigne are being 
tipped for selection as part 
of Bobby Robson’s squad 
for forthcoming friendly 
matches. Robson has pri- 
vately told Mark Hateley 
that he will not be included 
because of lack of match 
fitness. 

Hateley has undergone 
two operations in the past 
months and has yet to re- 
turn to competitive Soccer. 


DANISH international 


Elkjaer 
for River Plate? 


striker 


Preben  Elkjaer 


could move to Argentina’s River Plate in a deal 

taking winger Claudio Caniggia to Verona. 
“Everything is possible when the two parties are in- 

terested in carrying out a negotiation,”’ said Verona vice- 


president Eraldo Volato. 


Volato was in Buenos Aires to meet Caniggia, 20, and 


his family last week, 
eecccece 
MANCHESTER United 
Chief executive Martin 
Edwards and several 
members of his family 


who between them 
hold the majority 
shareholding at Old 


Trafford have lost a for- 
tune following the 
crash of a leading 
securities company. 
Harrison Baldwin, a 
Manchester financial con- 
cern, have gone under 


with unsecured liabilities 
of $8.5 million. 
A number of United 


players are also believed 
to have invested with the 
company that was in- 
corporated in December 
1977 to give investment 
advice to private clients of 
shares, unit trusts and 
pensions. 

The Fraud squad are 
still talking to Nicholas 
Baldwin, the sole director 
of the company, who is a 
well-known figure at Old 
Trafford. 
eeeceee 
ITALIAN mega-star Ales- 
sandro Altobelli is in hot 
water after having a tan- 
trum when he was substi- 
tuted in the second half 
of Inter Milan’s match 
with Sampdoria. 

Sandro threw his skip- 
per’s armband on the 
floor in disgust as he mar- 
ched off. 

It was a costly gesture. 


He has been fined $5000. 
eeccese 
HOMESICK Gordon 


Cowans is ready to quit 
Italy when his contract with 
Barl expires in the 
summer. 

He was sold to the Ita- 
lians by Aston Villa for 
$950,000 three seasons 
ago but has suffered a 
nightmare with injuries. 

“1 put the first broken leg 
down to bad luck,” says 
Cowans. “But when | got 
done a second time and 
had to spend months more 
with my leg in plaster again 
1 decided it was time to 
come home. I've had 
enough.” 


Michels 
for Bayer 


THE old Dutch master 
Rinus Michels is to take 
over as trainer of Bayer 
Leverkusen next 
season. 

Michels, 59, who de- 
veloped the “total foot- 
ball” style practised by 
Ajax Amsterdam and the 
national Dutch team in the 
early 1970s, will join the 
club after leading the 
Netherlands in June's 
European championship 
finals in West Germany. 

Bayer said Michels had 
turned down a four-year 
contract with Dutch cham- 
pions PSV Eindhoven to 
join Leverkusen for two 
seasons. He replaces 
Erich Ribbeck who had 
already announced he 
would leave at the end of 
the season. 

Bayer manager Michael 
Meier described Michels 
as “the best trainer | ever 
knew.” 

The two worked 
together with West Ger- 
man club Cologne where 
Michels was trainer from 
1980 to 1983. 
eneoeee 
RANGERS look as if 
they are set to sell for- 
mer England _ inter- 
national Trevor Fran- 
cis to Queen’s Park 
Rangers, where he will 
join up with his old 
manager Jim Smith. 

Smith’s the man who 
sold Francis for a million 
from Birmingham to Not- 
tingham Forest and wants 
to link him up front at 
Shepherds Bush _ with 
Mark Falco, the striker he 
also bought from Rangers 
late last year. 

There’s no doubt that 
Rangers will eventually let 
Francis go, but we can’t 
see it happening before 
they either win or are are 
eliminated from the Euro- 
pean Cup this season. 


© England international 


midfielder Paul 
Bracewell made his 
comeback, after being 
sidelined for twenty 


months through Injury, 
in Everton’s 5-0 win over 
Sheffield Wednesday in 
an FA Cup encounter. 

@ In what could prove to be 
@ major milestone in the 
development of Soccer in 
Black Africa, Nigeria has 
announced that profes- 
sionalism will be legalised 
in the country from Febru- 
ary of next year. A handful 
of Nigerians are already 
engaged as professionals 
by clubs in England the 


North American indoor 
leagues, 

e@ Holland's national 
teem coach Rinus 
Michaels will take 


charge of West German 
club Bayer Leverkusen 
when his contract ex- 
plres after this year’s 
European Champion- 
ship finals, having 
turned down the 
opportunity to join 
Dutch Champions PSV 
Eindhoven. 
© Nigeria and Tunisia will 
fepresent Africa in the 
year’s Olympic finals at 
Seoul. In the final stage of 
the continent's play-off 
series, Nigeria defeated 
Algeria 2-1 and Tunisia 
eliminated Morocco 3-2. 
Both ties were played over 
two legs. 
esecce 
ENGLAND _internatio- 
nal defender Graham 
Roberts has accepted 
a new three-year con- 
tract from Scottish 
champions Rangers. 

It will keep him with 
the club until he is 32. 


FORMER Northern Ire- 
land captain Sammy 
Mcliroy is joining Au- 
strian First Division 
club Modling. 

Mcliroy, 33, a midfield 
player who represented 
Northern Ireland in the 
1982 and 1986 World Cup 
finals and is capped some 
90 times, was reported to 
have signed for $20,000 
and accepted a lucrative 
two year contract. 

Meliroy was one of Man- 
chester United’s longest- 
serving players of all time 
before he was transferred 
to Stoke City in the 1981- 
82 season. From there he 


-moved to Manchester City 


before heading to Sweden 
for a spell before taking on 
a contract with third divi- 
sion Bury in England. 

To date he has played a 
total of 531 games in the 
English league. 

Bury have lodged a 
complaint with the English 
Football Association ab- 
out Modling’s handling of 
the transfer. They are up- 
set by what they allege 
was an illegal approach 
made to Mellroy before 
Modling put in a firm bid for 
the player. 

But Bury manager Mar- 
tin Bobson bears no ill- 
feeling towards Mcliroy 
himself. “I am sad to see 
him go but we couldn't 
really stand in his way at 
this stage of his career,” 
Dobson said. 


[| ALAN BRAZIL — FOOTBALLER/GENTLEMAN «|| 


ALAN Brazil’s four match guest stint with Wollon- 
gong City will, hopefully, prove his fitness and 
project him well down the comeback trail, if that 


ends up being his wish. 


Almost exactly twelve 
months ago, Brazil quit 
professional Soccer with a 
recurring back injury. This 
came after four miserable 
years, during which his for- 
tunes slumped steadily. 

The rise and fall of Alan 
Brazil is a story that illus- 
trates just how fickle the 
finger of fate can be in pro- 
fessional football. 

Born in Glasgow, Brazil 
was raised near the city’s 
famous Hampden Park 
Stadium. He indicated his 
ability as a scorer of goals 
at an early age; notching 
62 in one season playing 
for the Celtic Boys’ Club 
and winning a place in the 
Glasgow Boys selection. 

The Celtic Boys’ Club is 
Glasgow Celtic’s unoffi- 
cial nursery, however 
“The Boys” made no 
attempt to sign Brazil, who 
spent his Saturday after- 
noons on their Parkhead 
terraces when not playing 
himself. 

In fact, not one Scottish 
professional club  en- 
deavoured to obtain his 
signature, though interest 
was displayed in him by 


five prominent English 
clubs — Tottenham Hots- 
pur, Manchester United, 


Everton, Burnley (then a 
first division side) and 
Ipswich Town. 

Brazil » eventually 
agreed terms with Ipswich 
and joined them, im- 
mediately upon leaving 
school, as an apprentice. 
He signed professional 
forms in May 1977 and 
made his league debut, as 
a substitute, against Man- 


chester’ United eight 
months later. 

Scottish youth and 
under-21 caps followed 


within the next two years, 
wich saw Brazil establish 
himself as a key member 
of an. Ipswich side that 
began to challenge for 
major honors in England 
and Europe. A stint in the 
United States, playing 
alongside Trevor Francis 


for Detroit Express in 
1978, extended his Soc- 
cer education. 

When he came to 


Ipswich, the frail teenager 
— immediately dubbed 
“Pele” due to his surname 
rather than ability — was 
easily knocked off the ball 
and lacked self-belief. As 
Brazil's physique filled 
out, his talents were de- 
veloped by Town manager 
Bobby Robson and he gra- 
dually became a confi- 
dent, aggressive and skil- 
ful player — a lethal 
finisher in the penalty box 
and ice cool under 
pressure. 


International Cap 


Shortly before Brazil 
made his debut for the 
Scottish senior side 
against Poland on thelr 
Eastern European tour 
In 1980, Robson de- 
scribed him as “the 
closest you'll get to a 
Jimmy Greaves in this 
day and age.” 

Another full internatio- 
nal cap, against Hungary, 
followed three days after 
the first as the tour con- 
cluded, but he was then 
discarded from the senior 
squad and had to wait 
almost two years for a re- 


call, though remaining a 
Prominent member of 
Scotiand’s under-21 
selection. 

In the 1980-81 season, 
Ipswich were English first 
division runners-up, FA 
Cup semi-finalists and 
winners of the UEFA Cup. 
Internationals George 
Burley, Terry Butcher, 
Mick Mills, Kevin Beattie, 
Frans Thijssen, Russell 
Osman, John Wark, Paul 
Mariner and Arnold 
Muhren all featured in that 
excellent Ipswich — side, 
though one of them had 
greater influence than 
Brazil. 

In the 1981-82 cam- 
paign the Glaswegian’s 
prestige enhanced furth- 
er, as he scored 28 goals 
to finish top of the domes- 


BY PAUL MOON 


season following a bust up 
with coach Bobby Fer- 
guson. 

Brazil lined up against 
New Zealand (on his 23rd 
birthday) and USSR in the 
1982 World Cup finals. 

Sadly, his career went 
into a decline that was trig- 
gered by Ipswich’s own re- 
gression. Bobby Robson 
left the Suffolk club to be- 
come England’s national 
team manager, to be re- 
Placed by Ferguson, 
however it was the transfer 
of Arnold Muhren to Man- 
chester which affected 
Brazil most. 

During the previous two 
seasons, the Dutch mid- 
fielder had developed a re- 
markable —_ understanding 
with him and created many 
of Brazil's goalscoring 
Opportunities. Without 
Muhren providing the bul- 


‘I 
There was a conviction, widespread 
within British Soccer circles, that Bra- 
zil’s problems may have been as much 

psychologically based as physical. 
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ALAN BRAZIL — extraordinary sportsman. 


tic goalscorers’ chart 
alongside Kevin Keegan 
and lan Rush. Only his 
goals kept an injury de- 
pleted Ipswich in the 
Championship hunt right 
down to the wire before 
being pipped by Liverpool. 

His form gained him 
trophies as both the 
Ipswich Town Supporters’ 
Club and sponsors’ player 
of the year, a silver dish 
valued at $4,000 from the 
Ipswich Town Executive 
Box Holders’ Association, 
$2,000 plus a color televi- 
sion set after the readers 
of a national newspaper 
voted him Britain’s leading 
striker and a return to 
Scottish senior team duty. 
He celebrated the latter 
event by scoring five goals 
against Southampton the 


day after it was 
announced. 
Ironically, Brazil had 


almost quit Ipswich at the 
start of that momentous 


lets, the Scot was not as 
deadly. 


Future 


Hungry for further 
success, but now doub- 
ting Ipswich’s ability to 
provide it, the prematur- 
ly balding striker sought 
a transfer. 

A week later, Jock Stein 
notified him that, while he 
remained unsettled at 
Ipswich, he would not be 
considered for Scottish 
selections. After failing to 
score in 11 outings, 
however, his immediate 
international future was 
being questioned anyway. 

At first, it appeared likely 
that Brazil would follow 
Muhren to Manchester 
United, where manager 
Ron Atkinson had been a 
long-time admirer. But, 
United balked upon hear- 
ing of the fee Ipswich 
sought — $1,500,000. 

That sum also deterred 
all other interested parties, 


until Ipswich’s growing 
financial problems forced 
them to accept an offer 
from Tottenham Hospur, 
in March, 1983, of 
$1,000,000. They could 
have saved themselves 
every single cent of this. 
Seven years earlier, Brazil 
had travelled to the North 
London club for a trial only 
to pick up an injury and fail 
to do himself justice. He 
was allowed to return to 
Glasgow. 

His Tottenham career 
started with six goals from 
12 appearances at the tail 
end of the 1982-83 season 
and he seemed to have 
settled very quickly into 
Spurs’ team pattern on the 
pitch and his new environ- 
ment off it. 

Jock Stein evidently 
thought so; recalling him 
for the Home International 
Championship in May, 
1983. Against Wales, he 
broke his __ international 
scoring duck, and four 
days later faced England 
to win a 13th cap. It also 
proved to be the last one. 


Early in the next term, 
Brazil picked up a ligament 
injury that required a short 
rest. Upon recovering, he 
found himself in competi- 
tion with Steve Archibald, 
Mark Falco and Garth 
Crooks for two positions 
up front and it soon be- 
came obvious that mana- 
ger Keith Burkinshaw 
rated him the fourth best of 
the bunch. 

The dispirited Scot de- 
manded a transfer. Bur- 
kinshaw was believed to 
be sympathetic and willing 
to consider any reason- 
able offer received, only 
for his board of directors to 
insist that Brazil stay at 
White Hart Lane. 


Consequently, he re- 
mained a Spur until June, 
1984 when Manchester 
United made a bid that 
could not be rejected — 
$1,300,000. 

Unfortunately, the 
stocky striker found a first 
team place to be even 
more elusive at Old Traf- 
ford, with Frank Stapleton, 
Norman Whiteside and 
Mark Hughes barring the 
way this time. 

Brazil's contribution to 
United’s 1985 FA Cup 
trimph was one appear- 
nace, as a substitute, in 
the fourth round against 
Coventry City. 


Movement 


Early in 1986, he was 
on the move again, iro- 
nically, to Coventry; 
being the $300,000 
valued makeweight in a 
deal that had brought 
the $650,000 rated Terry 
Gibson to United. 

For a period, Brazil’s 
career looked set for a re- 
vival at the Midlands club. 
He scored on his debut 
and, occasionally, sug- 
gested that he was on the 
verge of reproducing the 
old Ipswich form. 

It was a major surprise, 
therefore, when City in- 
formed him, without any 
prior warning and after 15 
successive league 
appearances, that they 
had accepted an offer of 
$350,000 by Queen's 
Park Rangers — his fifth 
employer in just over three 
years. 

The six footer wore Ran- 
gers’ colors on just four 
occasions, before a 


Persistent back problem 
forced him out of senior 
Soccer. It was a huge blow 
for a man who had not 
known any other profes- 
sion, and admitted, in an 
interview in 1983, that he 
had no idea what career he 
would pursue upon retire- 
ment, and listed his only 
outside interest as golf and 
horse racing. 

There was a conviction, 
widespread within British 
Soccer circles, that Bra- 
zil’s problems may have 
been as much psycholo- 
gically based as physical. 

-In his weekly column for 
a British Soccer maga- 
zine, England captain 
Bryan Robson a close 
friend at Manchester Un- 
ited, stated: ‘My belief is 
that Alan's spirit, as well as 
his back, was damaged by 
the time he quit. He lost 


confidence in his big trans-~ 


fer journeys to Spurs, Un- 
ited, Coventry and QPR 
after leaving Ipswich. How 
can a player be magic in 
training and fail on the big 
day? 

“Alan had two good feet 
and could consistently put 
the ball into the net on the 
Practice pitch. | firmly be- 
lieve that if somebody 
could have believed in 
Alan, given him a run of 
games at any of the clubs 
he joined after Ipswich, he 
might still be playing 
today”. 

It didn’t come as a total 
shock, then, when seven 
months after leaving QPR, 
Brazil was back in action; 
Playing for  semi-pro- 
fessional club Witham 
Town of the Vauxhall Opel 
League. He was quoted as 
saying at the time: “I've 
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had a complete rest for half 
a year and the back is no 
longer troubling me. The 
only way | can prove my- 
self is by playing and I'm 
hoping to use Witham as 
the first stepping stone 
back to top class football.’” 

Brazil's overall record in 
the English League was 
235 games and 89 goals 
(for Ipswich, he made 154 
appearnces and _ scored 
70 times). 

He has been working as 
a Unit Trust salesman in 
recent months, and would 
have to prove himself 
worthy of the $200,000 
compensation as any full- 
time employer will have to 
reimburse an insurance 
company before they can 
secure his services. 

Let us wish him luck, in 
whatever his future career 
may be. 
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